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PREFACE. 



That fliany wild, yet highly interesting 
legends^ are still to be met with among 
the sequestered glens and lonely straths 
of Galloway, is a fact that must be well 
known to every lover of nature, and nsl- 
ture*s unsophisticated children. 

Nursed amidst iscenes of the most mag«- 
Dificent sublimity, where he was hushed 
to rest by the hum of the distant water- 
faH,-^where his orisons arose on the 
wings of the tempest,-^and where the 
voice of the thunder-cloud fell Uke mu- 
sic on his ear, — could it be matter of 
wonder that th6 author caught a flash of 



^ 
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Viii FR£FACE« 

ardent enthusiasm from the grandeur of 
the objects with which he was surround- 
ed, — and that, as he skipped from rock 
to rock, with all the elastic buoyancy of 
youth, he has often, with conscious pride, 
exclaimed, *^ This is my own, my native 
land !" 

That a mind so constituted, should 
reap but a slender portion of enjoyment 
from the tamer, and more chastened 
beauties of the pyebald diety, is nothing 
more than .might have been expected. 
Accustomed, from the earliest period of 
adolescence, to contemplate nothing but 
the sterner features of her character, bis 
step was only free, and his thoughts un- 
fettered, amidst the heath of his native 
mountains. It was there, and there a- 
lone, he could muse^ till the rugged as* 
perities of his passions were sofiLened 
and melted down^ like the morning va* 
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pear of the lake, into thin air. It was 
there he felt his ^^ hosom's lord sit light- 
ly on his throne/* — where, at peace with 
himself and the whole universe, the kind- 
lier feelings of his nature would take a 
more extensive range, and even inani- 
mate objects become dear to his affec- 
tions, till the grey rock that centinelled 
his mou(ntain-path has been greeted with 
a smile of joyful recognition, — and the 
antient thoni that overhung the Water- 
fall, hailed as a brother of the desert 
. In this dreaming state of vitality' has 
he wandered, unconscious of the' length- 
ening shadow, or the " march of time,'* 
till the approaching storm, or descend- 
ing dew, has induced him to seek the 
i^helter, and share in the hospitality of 
the cottage of the mountain shepherd, 
where, seated around his humble 
liearth, he has often listened with 



X PREFACE. 

an intenfiity of feeling tta the patrtareh 
^f the family^ as bd chaunted> in a* low 
monotonQu»t(nie,tbelegend of the Ghost 
of theCairBy^r the Brownie of th« Linn, 
till every blanched cl^ek suod starting 
^ye bore evidence of the implicit credit 
it had obtained, and the blighting im- 
jpression it had made. 

And while their faculties lay thus 
speH4Kmndy under the freezing influence 
t>f the tale of terror, the aged narrator 
would draw himself up to bis fulMength^ 
dash his thin lo^sks back from his wither- 
ed foreheady his voice no longer trem^^ 
bling and querulous, but possessing the 
full mellow swell of unbroken vigour, 
and with a beam of triumph lighting up 
his dim eye, he would point out the 
scene of one of the unrecorded battles 
of his native country, and-tell how King 
Robert Bruce, assisted by the widow's 



three, sdns^iand a iHaedM^of -Gattovidian 
shepherds, gave a fatal ^arertliravr:(tatlie 
foDoeff o£ Eogland. / <i. :. . . 
HewasiileDtjBnbtbepiagiGaljeffeotof 
hk tale^W^B ^ible in th^ flashed^ cheeks 
anddfiei^ eyes <^<his Tusttc uidieDce'; 
the.:Jameo£:rpatrioti6m jwa|: lighted up 
within ; tfadod, : and/ . its^-e^eetric soiDtilfat- 
tioQSiflashed&om feveryibosonu Nor did 
die ermticiStrflBgerescage aspark^of the 
eelestk^ e&eigyv uOb the'CODtsary^ he 
has listened ^ith undivided attentioa 
tp^ legends i^2of{ a. ivsimilac i description, 
tiI]y.^ec-k9i{iiqg:Llinie;and sspace^ ^i he^has 
at last .identified iiimself airitk thoitraUi* 
8actioii9'<;and^«. likathe t>wof shifters ;: of 
Brahma^i i fancied, he f enjc^d somediiDg 
Itfceja twifighb J teeQllecti904af( a previous. ^ 
state of . existence^ ; r. 

, JS^t. .eojcuigh, :of hiioiself ^ and his . . way^* 
^ard ::moods i:t-«^he mu$t add.iatn ^pologeti-' 
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cat semtence or two in favour of the fol- 
lowing traditions. 

To those friends who have honoured 
him with their patronage, and who have 
been instrnmentalin forwardtnghb views 
while preparing the present volume . for 
'publication, be can only return hisimo^t 
grateful thanks ;—^never shall their efibrta 
in his favour be blotted from his recoUee* 
tion, nor their personal attentions cease 
to summon up a kindred feeling .with» 
in him. 

It would be unworthy his character^ 
to permit the following pages to go a- 
broad into the world under the impres- 
sion that they are literal transcriptions of 
the legends be has given. That their 
basis rests on popular tradition he avows 
to be true, but he begs leave at the same 
time to state, that their getting up, or 
rather amplification, should they be found 
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d^eservingof the term, has been entirely 
his awn. 

He has-alfio to state, that a short a- 
bridgement of the << Miller of Eldrig** 
onoe ujade its appearanee in a provincial 
newspaper of very limited circulation Y 
but he, can assure his readers, that not a 
page of the whole series with that excep- 
tion,, was ever printed before* 

In conclusion, he begs leave to offer^ 
a single comment on the style and com-, 
position of his legends* 

Doomed from infancy to tread with 
unsandalled feet the thorny paths of life, 
little leisure was afforded him for study- 
ing the graces of logical acumen, or di- 
dactic embellishment For, when early 
sent in search of the *' bubble reputa* 
tion,'' the pursuit seldom led him to 
^ cool retreats, and academic groves/' 
It is much to be feared, therefore, that 



XIV PREVACEU 

those» whose trade is €en6ute,« will fi&d 
sufficient food for their spleen in aiiaUss^ 
iog this little' volomei should- its unpre- 
tending author be sa umfbrtunate ak t(i 
be laid under the baa o£ the jKterairy em« 
pire. 

With all its impeifectionsbti its head,' 
however, he submits it' to the in^edtidn 
of a candid publi<:^, satisfied that if he has 
committed no great fkult^ his minor pec- 
cadilloes will be visited ' ^ijh >a ittote hm- 
nient chastisement. 

CasBTOWK,* 20th JaMxry, l8S5. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



O^ A auperiicial review, it' would appear capable 
of affording only a melancholy gratification to the 
philosophic mind^ to waudet amidst the ruins of 
decayed splendour, — to niark^ with the eye of an 
antiquary, the tottering buttress and the moulder- 
ing arch, — to doze away, month after month, in 
futile attempts to re-emblazon the dilapidated cog- 
nisance, and to spell and arrange the erased le- 
gend, — to trace the sinuosities of the ample fosse, 
— ^to moralise on the progress of time, in the march 

a2 
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of destnictioD,-*and, finally, to appreciate ihetovt 
ensemble as formiDg a conspicuous figure in the 

background of a landscape. 

But these reflections must naturally lead to 
others of a deeper and more interesting character* 
TKey leid us, to coostderlliem n«t /merely as ac- 
cumulations of rubbishy but as the labours and ha- 
bitations of living man ; >they teach us to gire a 
voice to every stone, and to draw a moral infer- 
ence from every breeze that whistles through the 
tracery of the shafted oriel $ tliey enable us to 
draw aside the curtain that separates the past 
from the present, and through tbe stormy vista 
of ages that are fled, to catch a hasty and tpa^- 
sient glimpse of a portion of the barbaric pojpp 
and feudal grandeur, that once spread an air of 
royal magnificence over their now moss* covered 
courts and roofless halls; they summon up, in 
dusky succession before us, all the bustle and ar- 
i*ay of a baronial residence, both in peace and in 
war ; and they call on us to mark the fleeting pa- 
geant as it passes in review before us. 

The first beam of the rising sun had scarcely 
'«hed a line of trembling radiance over the tops of 
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the- long mmiiae of dark jixm, ibft ^MmkI like 
opea fiUBs j^ gitiMBilio ahafjpohoqt^n^ .tp gffMl.^^ 
approach to ^ Icrffy a imia w »»> mibn^- Mw; ai|y 
note of the hMgte^add the4«^. hliy.^ ii^ IM«^ 
boQQds aro«N$ii4he >aUittbtinog*iwnt|B pCQiB> tb^ 
lethiitgyiQirhtehdieirMfiBea h|i4 rhecu sts^od 
by the* iitt^ight wawaik Xittie tincvras mMl- 
ed in pr^iMmdoii ^ the ggtes wore thrown open; 
end the lo^i dhwwii proeei^ioB iieii(ad| fi^cmi'beiieath 
the krfty p«rti0allid* The Sevb, armed with knot- 
,ted Steves shod with inm^ dived into the deep^t 
iieoei^ses of tbe' foi^featj' chaetJAf on .the houi^ 
who^. ecbcffb^ jrollkig' atfay . in deep . reyerb^ra- 
tiofks sifiaoBg tl|0atfK|oeadiifg'A»oa#ain£^ aervefl to 
throws 6p!^ ef iedeacrihaMe l aH ff iffltiyp oyqr th^ 
whole 934vtia^ I4?9y» At last,, the shades of even* 
ing clesii^ ani!^> lemioded iJban of the comfinrts 
that awaiti^ them in ihe great: hall of ^the cuflfje^ 
,mA ihe^nwii^ which ediped £toa^i tlMi.,bag)e. of 
the chid^ recaUhig h^ iSfsa&tered fn^ndf and vas^ 
saby autmewNied them tp 1h« pr^sencf^i-^thebowa 
were unstvoiig ^-^-the game collected ;-^and nia^y 
a galhrntdtag was there; wbcee fljight had been ai> 
nested by the hissing . bqlt, and rnaoy a grialy 
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•d to, vrmm dtiiymA htfiaify msfmi^% pmytf^ 
niit0 in l&ttr nutfte^doMttft, war timr M^ Ml 
nqMoe thm piiilimc^ tlw sniMb of their Kf«»oMM 
8DfW0r bd ocoerpmpQBB tniifooiU'Wiiwi&flMHnMCnM 
pftBw; flOofeEtniiitalyi is nios^ iii0ifliQM| tkO'iHS^ 
toruBt hm sbniiik iir i&Bgaalkttma the u ppi l fc tfyiiw 
oofd^ aadhft them te'fliMilv wredc ckvpli the <MM 
oftino, tilt tbnr names us wril as th^irdeefb iM 
forgotten f or if any remeotbraBee of Aem stiff tin- 
gen iff the tand that gave them birth, it is only I04ie 
fonod in the wiM fcgends of the simile peasantry^ 
who, out of the scanty matcxMis handed down hy 
Iradftion, have woTen sndi a fissoe of iinpralMble 
fiction, that in few instances can any dipendance 
he placed in the monstronff detail 

In our mental wanderings, amidst dkose scenes 
of moral desolation, how gratifying has it i^paar- 
ed to ns to discoTer, tint e?en iJl^thi0<Nltskirt'of 
the kingdckn, this literary ^grrar M g m ik§ / wi 
shodif stin^ be 'able- to bostet a few natter, akoaaA 
whom the pen of the historian has entwhied a 
TiTeath of never-fading glory* Patriots in the 
fieldiy or dart jrs oh the scafibid, they h^re bee» 
alike ready to assert their couiitry'd ifliiepei»- 



<if'dm^,itaii<c»eftfrfiteimTO.deepcr calk oii 
dMgnttilfldeorAtMlMiiy dun thai. oAKoiM. 

a^Hity^* Hikiyy, the Jiimtid, io a^piBflpge of 

^ Good Kerlie past, h&d been widi Wallace long» 
'Aadtdone full wdMn naifj- fciton throogw ' 

•iJKi0JBcr.belifg|i^«4iie[a«liM>rwtt . 

S^c; ia IrUb i8JKer*Iii44lie called^ 
la Carrick be had beritage of aid. 
His forbear, vhicb aye vortby vas of band. 
Saint David, King, bim brought out of Ireland ; 
Syte at Dtimmoir, where first Nbrways came lO; 
Tbii S^ imuie^ great 4iiMidito of 'dieip kift; 
Wllb.aev«i»iraBdi«d Iw vaMpoihpd wm tbmumi^d^i 
S9m»titowni^ Uk Poooy aoym bIsw .upon the land*.. . 
. !^osew])ole lands the ^ood king gave him until,,. 
How WaUace," &c. 

' From this it wouM appear, that the Kers of tba 
castj and tbe Kerlies of the south, were all one 
family, and that the whole were of Irish origin* 
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eonfimation from iliftf9^ii»il8>(Nllll9i^^4-iMta^^ 

nUL-iii hbtaoi^lalMmofitliQdllrfiAitdlMf 'Tiir%,9Ad 

says that Cam>], Kiog of l^lm^tef^^im i^ept^ 
from bis kiqgdon by these barbarianst and fle4 tP 
Sootlandy where he wiishQ9{iitabi7,reof^ved.l^7.^e 
King, and Imd kiidataaBi^nedirU^ .G^Bsmtf, 
where he-'H^^ fk'fgf^^'^&^fimim^l ^iNo«^<«ttr 
leaders will, we trufet; tottdWeritneMrtr Wfoktsed 
nor fancifal etymology,* when we stktfe tnil belief 
that Carrol aod Kerlie are tjbe same » wr ciaa we 

• , » • * 

f • 

find, in the whiole catalogue of Gallovldiaa swr- 

names, ai^ tlHK^itfaat^lWl^o^^^^^"^^^^^^^ 
in oiftk^gfiEipliy ' or fMiqiMdftdte^ ItinayliQifiGilr- 

ther'Biaied,' in fen^pcitt itf^thft 'libCvO'dyAatogy, 

that, rfot far fifom €rttgfetetoh;thcr6 ure cit^nsive ^ 

lands which still bear the name of. Carleton. 

Now, may it tiothi^exingiMiy'heenea^ ? 

^here aire many more ety tiiolbgie^ which kiighf be 



addiiQCediiiriikvinu: of our ftasonqiafao thftt-Gmrol 
and Ki»itt»*jfe tliBisanie. But wo^lMipmiplm 
BO lartber on our jnUen'ff^iiiitkitace^iihf^hjiiflt*.^ 
fibtettefabBctiirtiiofiom <fife zhnke^of'lne 
wndbriiufiiryen<wMe, ite rFafektt fiteveMrt^ )«iie 
monclcer o' C&ressiisigiieh^' 

Tbi8 ..volume, ; partly ia . Latin .Mi , partly in 
£ngUsh)iiiM]fit liave .bfic»irWiiM[oa^osietii9ie fkbo^t 
the middle of themtieaith dentury|)biit' the tide- 
page being^ torn off the copy in out haws, vre 
camiot ascertain the precise date. He states, 
in corroboration of. Henry the Minstrel^ fix>m 
whom hcj probably quotes, <^.thenext great family 
are the Kevlies of .Cmggjeton, whp, being brave 
warriors, diken ' stood' boMiy up fcMr:lihe.indepen. 
lienee<^" their country uoder Wallace ^ and it 
ivas one of their forefathensr who, at a place call* 
ed Dumi^air^ in C«i?rick| wa^^ particularly in- 
strumltatal'iDr'giviQg therDanesi a,|iotable over- 
throw^'^feM}d> took* Eric, the 'Son of Swmo, pri- 
soner—for whfch service the King gave him 
lands in Carrick.'** 



*ri!l$th^lr- Stewart aqcouats for bis pygriraages,,by in- 
forming his readers, that the Abbey If^g much out of 
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We have taken the liberty ofamlienuziagtihe 
ovdiognipky ^ that it may be more geoecaUyl ttni^ 
^brstood bytIie£ii^[UfhnadBB. w . 

We agaiaretam U^UmayiimMimtaalt^wkQ 
intvoduees oiir bne^ to 'oiir/ilefcioeL oa the! matn^ 
ing of the battle of Xioadbn Hill :-^ saj8» 

^ Wallace recdred what men would come hhn till. 
The holy oath they made with ri^tgood^mlU. 
Before the Earl, all with a good accordi 
And fafan rfceiTed as captain, and tl^eir lord., 
Hlf ipecial men that came with him from bame^. 
Tiie. one, bight Grey,, the other Keirlie by naqie— 
In his service came first, with all their main. 
To Loudon Hill, where that Fenwick was slain/ 
He then commanded aye next him, pursue, 
For he them Irenn'd right hardy, wise and true/' 

He next introduces him at the stonmng of 
Cniggleton Castle^ in thefoHowiog passage^ with 
which we shall conclude our extraets^^-— ' 
*' Then took he two, when that thenigbt'was dim,* 
Stephen of Ireland, and Kierlie thatjoould climb». 



repair, and its funds exhausted, he was^ent to solicit the 
assistance of the well disposed fiar the above laudable 
purpose; and in this manner,' he gives brief notices of 
the principal families to whom he applied; 
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The water under, ami- cknib the rock kae ttrong, 
Thus entered they the fcmiheni nen anioQg. ' 
The watch before took iio'fent40 that nd^ 
Thir three in fier soon .to the pool can glide. 
Good Wallace then strake the porter bimael'. 
Bead pver the rock into the dyke he fell. 
Let down the bridge, and blew his horn on hight, 
T6ebiishmierit'f>rake, and came in all their ml|{ht/'&c. 

Prom these liistorical extracts, the followine 
fiicts appear to be e^ablished, that, lords of an 
ample doroaiotand a castle, Whose tiataral strength 
rendered it all but impregnable, theKerBesIongde* 
^edall £he power the English codd bring against 
them-^and even at that eventful period of Scot* 
tish liistoiy, when the khigdom lay prostrate at 
the feet of the most perfidious and remorsetess 
tyrant that ever disgraced a throne. When the 
cruelties of Edward in Scotland conld only find 
a parallel in the tender mercies exhibited by 
Cortes in America— when the great feudal 
chieftains of the land had become the sworn vas- 
sals and worshippers of this political Moloc% 
bartering away, for a tmnsient security, their 
all^iance to their lawful soveveign and dignity^ 
.at independent nien^-^wiien the Kbg himself wys 



; 
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driven. &om the throne of \m fishers, aad the 
crown tottering on the brows of a trimmiBg a- 
postate — it was then that the gallant chi^ of 
Gruggleton^ scorning to enter into any partial \ 

compact whidi migbt compromise h\a own dig- 
nity, or the independeace of his natiye]and^s(;pod 
Wdly OA his dfi&np«9.aad ipaoti wsfi. ti^j^m^^ 
be.displayedy.that there is every reason, to believe 
he would have b^n enabled, ultimately to mainr 
fMfi his gfowd — but alftt,! what open force never 
5X)uld have achieved, treachery eflTec^ed : for liprd 
SquUa beiifig. at tl^tat time a s^ret vassi^ /pf rth^ 
crpwn ,(]^f£^|and| came, on pretext of afnend7 
ly visit, and contrived, by some means or othec, 
to. introduce a nmpber of hi? follower^^ spffipieut 
.to overpower the ganrison, whom, tradition says, 
heput to'ljie pword, and held the castle in name 
of hi3 perfidious master. Kerlie himself, it would 
appear, escape^ — bi;t how, is not mentioned.* 



* In the year 1288, Lord Soulis came on a friendly i 

vifiit to Cruggleton, and finding the place but weakly gar- 
risoned, he introduced a number of his followers, suffi- 
cient to overpower it, and expelling the dhibf of the 
KierHes, he fieM the casde for the Kingof Si^lmd, 
whose vassal he at that time was.— FaMer Stewart, 
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Mstby ineffectual attempts were alftercvwds 
made by him, to eject the traitenrs and i^gain^kis 
castlel ; b^ &fliDg io dl tlteM,-^iaid hi» few r». 

* 1mainiog:JMh)^6iR3 lidviiig beeu-eitiierfllaiii'^r'dtfr. 

' perse^y 4^ wa9 driven to seek sh^erfn ttie-WSds 
atid'fkstnesses of liis riathr^ land; til} this tmea^atn- 
pl^crii^Ities'of the invadet^^fitM-tip the meaMtfe 
bP^belr-cHiittCs, ai^d the sword' of' retribntire jot. 

' tice sentH:tteiti ht'b^alombs t6 their find'andit. 
Tn tlUe unptsovok^- and nnprtneipl^ inTaskin 
thaf^immediiiteiy preceded the- period 'heife idHided 
to^theS&gKsffa seem to have embraced thetoo com- 
mon errors iUat to t)t^«>ritti was to conquer. And 
yetyonacandid'iievi^wofthe political ritnation of 
Scotland; at that evehtfiil periodof her Bistory, 
little else could have been antieipated than her 
permanent suljogatioki. The whole- dhengths of 
the landvwei^ in possession i^ the enemy « Hhe 
nobleb/ weak, f^ti6us^ and disjMtedby receAt 
defeats j were totally incapable of- bringing any 
thing together that deserved the name of an- army, 

' had they even meditated such a- measui^i -With 
their King Je Jure an exile^ and their ^liig de 
facto a prisoner, what other inference- ^ouid be 



16 I^TTRODUCTION. 

draws, ihaa that Seotlaad had become a grekt 
fiirf of tbe cvowa of En^aad ? 

It forms no part of oar plaa to follow the im- 
mortal WaUads from' victory to victory^ in his 
ahoirt but brilliant career : it is sofEcient to state, 
tbi^ no sooner wiLsdie standard of freedom raised 
amidst the BKmatains of Kyle, thaa the gaUant 
KerUe, gmar^ng under the lash of his recent inja- 
ries^ and Btm^ to nuahiessatthe treachery prac- 
tised agaiittt him, flew on the wings of vengeance, 
td unite himself and bis few remaining followers 
. to^^h^ Ibrluiies of the hero j-r-they exchanged the 
right hand of .fidelity on the morning of the battle 
of Xioudan-JiiU $ and^before'snnset, they ratified 
the covenant over the mangled remains of Eng- 
land's noblest warriors. 

From that eventful day, which, trifling as it may 
appe^ in the records of military enterprize, was, 
nev^rrhdess,' one of vital importance to the na- 
tion, as it served to fan the fire of independence^ 
which still smouldered beneath the ruins, and which 
the invaders vainly flattered themselves lay ex- 
tinguished forever ; that from that day forward, 
411 finally separated by death, the fortunes of 



r^SiMb^jBidJS^ip.we]^ linked. tfitiUi«f..iM « 
li^c^f^^aft^r Jifi^bivd i)Wii4M«df ttitf^t >jr tli« M- 

4qi^«p^.. .-..: ... ..... 

^ i^l^i'lie, thus mtored; di^ pot fopgct hm ftiend 

^ai^4 beuefactpi^f i Ji:}^ c^^Ui^^ .b««' ^onttov^d vas- 
^s^lfy^w^pin^ he Arm^4.4t)Kl 4^s^jiiit^ ja ;tlM Wst 
. naaaijyer) I^s circuops^^aces woiijd f»tmt% holding 

aghfi^n boiiy. alwajrs.jUi. rtdii^iv^ feO<oii^i«h at 
.t^je:f:«iU;9f th^j^fig^pjv l^ftr was.ithtl^iiioy haHfe 
,of ii9to..lbi|ght;4u^ th^ if^fi^poy. inwlliqh bo 

Hinpt^ t^. aj^^ And l!f a^i^Mw affiiwi^ Aa^t 



^ 

> 
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Grteme^ «rfk>>w»i Mrnmnded by that }K>]tiw of 
tke iBti|f1i8lr«itiy i wtua tt n ^ii * fey- BiHM. Tfab 
tradition farther asserts, tliat it was by the sp^or 
of his soverMgti tie li»iNi'k]«lihi9 fifie^r 'Be that 
siait «i«fV '^t ig'ft-UHsK^ebtiMiAitid fkot) tbiit'sAdr 
tin^ detftk oF €lr8i^me4Hrfliti«i« M^Adl' <^reim0 'iUe 
flame viM^Mttieft^ My ^etlMe fkiOom%f^ nski Keiu 
Ke!) and ii»^n>«pykiftaiioe we^fifid^ tftia H^fMiiPby 
liwnmcla of zeat And'^devotioii^ to tine' os^aeiti 
whicht^liey ti<rtM#rt Wke dj <^ 
' the adMti^lib ^bfei^ teafde^H^wd' «fteii id tlie last 
ckaiti§4MMiie^'«rll«ii^thB cnMea lif ^ tfte'teettiy i*«re 
narrowing aroondhifl^-o-whiaD the hero wbeaith^ 
eould fiiavtr^adiiqlMr ia the Jeid} waff deeuied to 
faU a4ttari^i^«io9( ttnaAtmiA treaeheiy— ^i»hite 
the MBrtM 4iditll»«^ teiilK^ oh^saith, sdttiaed by 
the gold aad rtie- pwitttaca^Bi i j^d j bteaJMiaid. 
eea$ory<to4ib«iw#'ifatkiliahl^ltiiidatiw^^ atidfork 
faandral <ofivil»diiia^ glbbi«bA^aiseir'tO'eftsf£tetJ. 
ing^inlttiijVby biyttijid^ chb'tn^:iD«|iheiV'iiitl> 
the kt»d9iBimmahi96^^9aid «B^HitbffM «yioiit 1 



i^ugbt, (ml the cavBe.fer.whtdilw^lMidttbbd, 
.j-ndicaGl: «a. U9ev4pea]», pC idM tntoiTi'. «iid.. wrried 
witkhiii Uo^d im.'deiHMaiMi te ,liii coiistryaiid 
.fidetilf to bi9|^««i^ .. 
. Ja tl^B hsslgr. nmi^W' it dm W #f K4vU«i» both 

limueb out ihe $caaAj mttemb ^ and jft i*)d*ply 
Jab»ii^p«tted^|lift#iJUltei9k^^ so 

fiiii6li)»8iteea.demnr^ 7nia|litewi»afiltn6c 

J^i(^j^>^^ ^^ ^■Bli » ^ ^e l j t |Mi ^MM^4^•t^^ fiwilu 

Jbl£Kc9d ami «oiBpfl<iiQii ff- W a U t fifi ^nvat be ^- 
.fva^y. .«diiil|tad<; iai# iup4«r et nvy ifioi4HMk of 

«luaiiflil% ar '«W«i^ Iw Mi aanf hi i» api um tii^tbe 

^eBd» ^ li^flilia*^ i«9a ^.iaia imh^ wai ftbat was 

jraiatia^ Mp^Unt &Dn< tlia dMHidiir.MiMifta 

Ja vboBa ii0?«m8;ba9dy aalfL i . j , 

;. Tkeoe-MnHillLftAtipbai of ,^(«diti«QfiiM>g«f* 

4iig aoiCMB^ .Mr loliiiMy gJM^aaid^fMWiod Jby 

the paaaantiy, raaor^Dg iba aotiona of t)iaijnt«» 

idaaibtod. KiasU*^ Sot. Aliaa^ nip litfctr iior.iiiiTifll 

itt>4l»aii:aH|Mre. ta iwvk tm^ Il5ti^» av' wiwa 

B 2 



ties, or ihl<Mi8ti1M»'{iliai$lirctoiiiii8^ thlit tlte3riiTe nl* 
tdgether tikitC >fi» pueMickioBi Tkci ibllov^ittg was 
taken, aboatt#etfl7^y«affl a^ fi^om tbe recital 
of an old man, who gave ks'^ontlbir #itti-a'de« 
gr6ei^<$IeirH^ss^ antt'intiitfte attelxtioa to parti-. 
dttlati»^ ti^om to tie ttiet With • in 'aivadkiou oi' 
such length* 

It need 'scarcely he added, that tie Kerite of 

llie legend i^as not the faero'6f Lottdon>-bill, %Bt,, 

'id all probali<9ity, adescendant of that redoi^bted 

cha^acteri A^ it niti]r*aiftn«l^^ portioki of 'giatiw 

fication^tottiose'of^oar readers, not alreadjr a(N- 

qm^fitod tvith'the faet^'td be'informed^ thaMhere 

' are still three bi^Mjr respeetaUe faimKes ia ficoN 

land, who ^st tbevr descent ftom that brave as- 

sector of oar independenee^ and after the most 

^ minMe^'aod'^diHgeiyi' en«ittiry^ we can^ Mtk oer^ 

taiBty^ now afBrm, that Captain Robtrt M^KeI^- 

-lie^Oixltflitfee'8tbr».k0eperin Edinbur^€adtle^ is 

^the viicfoiibeed lined repres^tative^ Ihtft ancient 

^ O^ (ie oAer |iMomige» in the draaia/^Ule 
'tmii'biPsttd^iJ^PrsK^oJi le^oids^. that^he-eastto 



wftgg J i twb oo toi ^ oaUod <St^»ne; Mid ifaA lie bad 

datiM «Oftiiftitted.M4li6vbo»dcr, aad flqdito Gal* 
loMjr^ kIm* IwioJilMDadkafiMdBg in theanmief 
«^ffortil in thcrkgoMi Havy^apta^of ImvImi* 
Mas clmeltf an battcfed-dcnva^bf thift-siiffiMi, too 
^RBft to' be ni^tioBedy optqiAfJoimhUtiVfe ahall 
«im{)iiy ftoliee*'- * • I> :i \. 

'In a» exemBoi/a tm^ntcn made to floorer the 
•^iid»X)f rMilirfiid, lie iiiet*4nafa » notoUedrfeat; 
4er'tlie ettiairdy^aferaie of hjaiiflteDtmia, kid coI« 
%cted' a bod5E offiA^ftipiiB. and depeedeou to- 
gether^ and these beiog placed in ambnsh, Gneaae 
.wa^ tadcen aomfHt^. foy^I aav^^me^ a^nmnber of bia 
^gaaglcMloi^ iiiri i Aua otfiBelAonsly woandeA, Sinng 
(witbrage'aiidahanieM)lieiOg^ ihoa Medf wheie 
4i(i Hd not expeet oti^ MMtNMe, be*wcmmd ^en- 
lyanct^ l io or traiUrfony p«oiraated;^£R'f wateUng 
• faiartipphitiitikji, ho appeasod j»'aiMUaiily>i befive 
t^thencaadib/wkirTa'itaoDB' iirce^'that A within 
^ were taken qntteonprBpaied; Vir*hatJthey«co«id 
^dof ihef did ^ . Thoff aeenfitdthe fates^ or» vather 
adooasf for iuaoTev.coidd have )iccn<ja phoo 



V 



9f V0v»0ven«nf* 

M uimimm, ttttfnag lie iDOi^^BeaMil: tbeatep 
imv9m q£ liaTwl^ Ckasdun, BsmkUm of 'hit owidt 

fmMBii&iiritk tjiemUbett, iad; bi ^kti porpcMK; 

GiawB :bad by ffaia tto^ pki «p ftfegfti Md 
lfieiUi»WQQd^ fcr tbiinitpose of asHbig^ itott^nu 
A sum of mmey iti the meandaiey'wd t AiM^ 
w^^gm^fhf wwjr of b)«iki«|eiil^' fbrfiriipc^^^ 
or IMhor Jbrbeanafie, vraii ,tte tdritp^ a^nNsfl 
/m. fSEte JiAiirf behftgt to «>( ^eoiidiliNi'lo itipie^ 
late, wuglaa .t» ampt' of iaiiijr thioi sbnt iff 

^ . Thmk ftifaegnnmlft hfttiv); U^'fim^ mad^, 
,Gwma» Mi&unfedi th«i^ tbojr ni|^aft^in0lp«rt 
inciiidia; and advaojnAf'toi^tbo'fistedi w^ 
4duD/ceiUi«»of ih^idcoff thwi^ whkli dKHr JQte^tf^ 
tit^jbadbeea canied 911^ and hamg^ i^eetf^fad 
the atipnkted sain, heisld out Jna hjuad at paH*- 
ji^; AalliitThia^'pfieoeofi^ariiesjwfak^hcoiild 
austbodiKlbed wifhcaCet]r^tho:prafB»ed symbol 
offtniitjr vras'acoaptcd^ No'8aoaar,h6we¥)eryWere 

I, thai! (StflMnf^thionrmg a aooaa 



over the otbeir^s wrists puUed witJb all his mighty 
tiUAO iran staple was drirTeft into the wall, to 
which he fastened the end o£ the chain, and in- 
stantly setting fire to the pl^ Immt him alive be* 
hind his 0W9 door ;<>«-theeasiky and all it contain, 
edt being df^tJ^jedj fiicfipl; the My, w rihffwn in 
the legends 

Pf this ,ctf I^bi^ed pBi9P0^^ morere^ 

mains to be ssiAf.^m^^^r^^tmgi^fiif^ recording 
faoa'bem jelqgrqsst^ In the following tale ; and al- 
though, like -most Iradiliunu, itiAay have many 

TffH^ Mvlbhe 9<Ml^4 adeiiifai ilself spith^ «oo 
muny IcfQidilluMf 9^ rto }iwT^it8>basi8 KBsdngvn 
smftibMig) «^aeanfStafcWi^riwsii>qi«9eBtaie;| >die 
ilWfflirW>AtPia|rytofAcii0» 
i^$ijim>jt0,iAmmm vi^ opit old ipespk^w ihe 

■•■.I,.';: '-.• ,tj.;j • -i livMii' ^ n- •>.».-. ■■•4; 



'•'I;** ' * '. if ■ i^ ' Ji*- ,'ti .>•»-'!•• 



t 



' nti ? 'J ^:-.\.. ,j . J -.^iJniii, ■ ♦ ;.;J;.-, •■ 



i%^ THE STAKI>ARB 0* oixMAltK^ 

• • • * • 

" Ye pilgrim cam to ye knicht's h«* dof^ ^,. ,; ^ ^^ 
An* he tirlod at ye pin, 
"• ' *Ah*he^Tm!edfof ytMked*ye &ncUingIbrV 



k" • . • • 






ayiong 



* ■ ! ; " ' i f » r ii ■ ■ « m m< •' J * r-. * 

folbivii^lc^lJeBd, «taiik no the Ugliest mm •fn^ 
Qfttt^omos «i^;oE puieipicitty dmt i^i^^iid' ftic« 
flOBte foiteidiNqpUift sttstitni duMof thft^nl^ 

ladd-naiid &oqi ibe sm,. for imiete «iiMrilig tft«t 
bay. On approacbiog it &om the. tiidhl>yy«lfa« 
traveller caaoot h^p admkiDg the jadicious setee- 
tioa of the ground on which it standa, or rather 
stood ; as, aecordi&g tathe ancient system of mn-* 
fare^ and mode of attack, it must have been att 
but impr^naUe^ and even^ accordiag to moderft 
tactics, it possesses capabilitiea^. which, uad«r.ibe 



tlitaetidtt of w^ilftd'fi^i^t^ tarijlfiit i^ W tea* 

jnta fornqinl kto the BCtot like obe of thii'bdstions 
6fii(8tar4f6]t>'kaTibg'4it£^i^Dtii«Btmi^^ eaeh 
•fitisides^ficidiob^aiijriiattaikw TheoaseJe itself^ 
ifrfi^di 8t(»d^rc9stlyit& t)iegOi^e ofvtetttatioB^faui 
bad/aida^iaod bMad ditok'tbwaitb ikeknd, aikd 
e?«a JMypMdtbfl* ftilib0oiifffit^AtiMkMi9, wbicb lias • 
«stteldd idqbgtlie Tvkoleop^^te ftxi«6'0f the re« 
^Qlnnil aBgks/iiB tliat^titttiie86Mrc!]it»tit{KM«eiskm 
aC4faM)eki«irrili^o6«ttltni0«w<Mld4^ te.« 

i«li)il6^f Uie^gr«fauiHiMistiiiftre ibMMiH^^biifr iNipe« 
Ifii^ iA4ikhdl»aattQfeiKDr<|be«g^ ifill « 

fiCT^^iig itay fitrkii of iiKpBUf^'wblch'maM have" 
Man M^iil:^ IJMroibikiatMk, ierf^'fMirpi^ae of 
omwiuiritaliog mUkkA^imchf h wii Mt 4 <abi«ime 
mtf a£ tbdiHib kftemMu/fbiDi odil^irheve their 
^hiiif Of tieattb meslhsbe Jnndf at 4Mt^ n pMeft^' 

vm^T^^mAAAi te wkidbri ^sbniUaitbiiea^fitttefled^ 
\;EUi|k^#bflB,Mi«irtightv atHM fffemrtedriagveva 



sectfidab tfaahnrtoir hvM tflHto t hMiihl^iiiinnll imatri 

' ^^^^y^^NPn^l «^^V I^^IPV^V^'^^i^^^^W^^^^^R V^V^MBv m^Pv^V I^^^HHv^ ^^^^^MHf *^^F^^H^^ 

tk^x^ilSi itfaedbifiiof .AmfiBtmfimf mil' «Mi tft^i 
cgtnmri w bil ^ rMld»iiiii.9ris»,MifiliAi84 • the Mne 
iBtf0iiM«i4Mbrlk0 IwirhmiirL ifciliwrtiui Aft icMlIs teni 

filming HiMpmit oEftt^aohMifm etiobi > ttfioMie 

t]i»i«{Mt]iA»ttiitfB«| ftQiib to ibftiOtlm^tMid h«Mg 



Tiia<!Bst\e hul^fer tbne imme rtori al, been tliqiii^ 

<8il)r ft Io^HWt«iv mM Apr i9^}M^iid'^liiMiMi^ 
4ifiicovei^, either fi^6m the cateti^ll^tibf^ <i^.ito 

m0K«lH»re» yet jtl» ^yfMife • jii^iQ^imit Ugblf 
{iH^bhlisJ)^ llie i!e|994i<«t jAn^iii' oatfi^r' Jij»i«|}f,f 

m%A miaeqtm^ly' f hi^ IW7 m4i4 ii«r(l N«9 )9f 3it 



aide dft^mr<>r€isirrfi)^ 

of ar^fid^iA&W 6f.tte^yQMfe\^ Hi^ 

petSty ">tyrtait8^^4li|« lAflrifiWir ettic ' It Htt*- 



Mid, hk ivfaole apt)6fMnce btire evident nmrks of 
ex?tieiiiewvetohedfies&, that Iris clothes wene in tat-» 
tevg^ ftad hk head bare ; aad* yet, td ffpfeeefthese 

- tyiaboki of itiisery; his beariag aad address bespoke 

him of M fNrdasaboire that of a common meiidicant. 

** I wtltquestjonhim-niyself,*' said'thehuiid;*' he 

iam^t be wotfblesa* iadked, if I send him from 

-my^oiMrs on siich a aigbt^''^ Fidl of hia hespitabte 
pi»po9^ he ascended the small torvetoi^er the gale, 

•and t]iioagk the gloom ef the fast £idiag twilight, 

*be beheld alum^ b^ag levering bmiettili the tem-^ 
pest* i^TJie laiii distSlerf in rtoivelyts fiimi: thoiailera 

•in -which hia friia was enveloped, yet' his tidl oom« 
maodiog'Sgare stood' erect beneath the Uast^hat 
raved^rOttad Urn. ^ Wh^ce ceme yon, aad whi- 
theit are yo« going ^ ^ onqittred the laird. ** I eome 
fiwi the bordets of SteothuMU-a vxett^hr laden witb 
fl90|iy sonroi^JV^ rmoed in cireamstanees, aad btok* 
en is spiriti aad will feel gratefnlr for shdter fjom 
the i^^fntf fire> to waxin roe, find food to appease the 
crarriags^of liaager, and in- the mofnicig I will d^ 
pa»ti"^l^l)eseaiebooas I neverdenied to the mean- 
jest jbf tl^ hni|ian>aee. Wavdevj adndt tl^e isltratf* 

jgexywldist I give the neo^ssflliyoidccs^liiod'aiid 
laiment.'^ 



t^^;ca|% had 80fl^4^oiikf iA<||»«ogpiii«%4lM. 

jl^f»t^. ib(tmr tJ^i^ bis ' ijttiglc^iunii^be cmaMikil 
.^ Wkk w)M pJkiBdiBr. tb^y; .<;^ igM^ ;^lta*;ML 






laid bim dioadf 1^ hif^S^^ ittm^i^maMUln fib^'itfh. 

cjMrt^ itilc^ the v«vf^ «iid^ ftf^ Ul'epodMf mm 
cimM ,i|e fflfisibljr tiAl' how bn '^iab&p^ im dib 

■afcaa hialv«6«! iK^e^-lt liiitinDdy^ lie 

iM-JVirtui'aiAiHftkr He teui^ ^Mf teitotUgrhisttycft. 
Cd«iN9i#peili»>iiliet;. Mid be«^ iheUMniCi^^ tbb 



as • TBS SVAIHOMIRO OV DfeKlli^Rk ; 

• • • • 

to^^ltiHT hitt, or a Biorsd 9f\neki t^'^nHSiiff ^Ae 
demandsiof nattire,«*-ah6a3dk98fl; Meodlessfiirt&fft; 
mtheveiy eadeariug link that boa») liim'to li& 
4Bpeo]e8^saapt asunder and destroyed forever- ; tiNit 
cfveik 4I16 last sad token of resp^t^ wlf tb 'tiie tM»r 
cAijecta o£ his affectioa cotild ever bave^ i % b e ? fwl 
' at his hands. Was denied theni) as their bodies%efe 

• 

consnihed in the blazing nun ! He flefd^' hb kMPt 
not whiiher, the bloody swticd atiU in'hiil ^laiid'. 
He wandered through the deepest ttwsMli df 'tfie 
jBoirest^ — nor did riyarsor precijitees imjledb^fafc 

■ 

march; the present was the fiiso^th^dsyehlcfc 
his uusfortanesoTeitoekhiin^aAdhe'baid^dsHttg 
;that [teriod^ only ODce' before t«8^^lisod^ 4ifel 
nimbi waste enter into the serviee^^ooie tktf 
^ho woi;ld affi>rd him food> salisent^ mAm^ 'tiHd 
Englishmeii tocope with, — andfilaMingtt]^hii4(0i6^y 
he e:sckimdd^ ^ By the Holy- Aportles/^ngeM 
.Graeme^ who never breke^falth wjib friend^l^ 
«haU ejccbange witli hiinither qy^bt' hand of fiddKfjr 
AS a broCh^y obey bin jas'a 4M»rva&tf< «i!d^llew 
Jiiin throngh die woild^<aisl«v^^^i * ^ '^-^^^ '^'1 
* . l^h^ laird teplie^ thatheideepini^<eM4i>rM»MI^ 
fowsWand lihe more so^/as* iStity -w^se of^^HwA^b 



I 

( A TALL Of CKOSOiaX^B GAStLZ. ] S9 

pf«9lniiciiil:kdp6 «f rdM»8. He stated^ tliat thoagh 
tWliliuMMbinll»Be«f}!be^6Hshmentpat Itout * 
of bi» ponerttrttokeimy angmentfttloH to it, yet 
that he shoald be leceired as a welcome goest, for 
siMik'tifliBttelieMgitiiMdttfNisedtOTeniaiii. He 
ei^^wd^ la w ww^ if faf^had no cfaidT to whom Be 
ivii»>-bMiid ia' CeniH nf feodal amity, who coald 
himiunMUitamin H^ piiMeBtemetgeiicy ? Graemey 
fof.m^nreniayaaireaVhim, tepfied, that it was hig 
nHlribiUtne! tflrhinrelMWia an inhiabltant of a part of 
thalyt^drifepijri ^koown on the border of Scotland by 
t\ii»AAmmmMppe\biti^ of DebateaUe-hind ; andhis 
fipfQds^.UifKigbfaalh.Aameroii9 and powerful, had 
bftpnt^oiiHifiMtilnite'Oii a decent occasion, as to io- 
cmA^ ^iiUjhamnwi'Df thefar sovereign ; — and, al- 
thtVflbc itmndd faasre been an easy thing for them 
t9 baw jmtiM iimatelrta befosean impartial tri- 
YkmA^Jdt, tfaafe tfanr enemies, having for the time 
complete possession of the royal ear, had, by cir- 
cidatipgiaseiieief plansible falsehoods to their pre- 
jiidic#5 jeoAdeaed it eaetienidy hazardous for them 
to pl|k^ (bair peraona and properties at his dispos- 
al, till a* fiwoonUe ^^po^twity for undeceiving 
hm ifcoiMQflbrilKJf; that they had in coase- 



3i THE >8TANDARD OF DENMATIK ; 

quence witkdifawa to the south aide of the bocdtfr, 
^l«d placed themselves mulcrthe protectioaoFthe 
king oFEnghuidi where tlicy intended to remsio till 
better times came about. 

While making thiscommunicatioOyGneme could 
not avoid observing a clond of suspicioii gradually 
condensing and hovering aroundM^uHoch'sbtonv, 
which at last settled into a dark gloom, that over- 
spread the wholeof his manly fieatues. He instant^ 
ly became sensible of the miseluef he had done, 
and hastened to remove it. He concluded by ob- 
serving, that for his own part, as he had not been 
actively concerned in the measures which gave 
such ofience at conrt^ he preferred remaining at 
home, to becoming an alien and ineuning a sen- 
t^nce of forfeiture, and that bis defencdess state 
had invited the cupidity of the plnnderers, which 
to him had been attended with such disastrous con- 
sequences« 

During the following,'and afew subsequent days, 
Graeme moved aboift the castle lake a spectre. A 
settled melancholy had invaded his bosom, and was' 
sweeping his whole mental energies before it. He- 
was often alone, and when discovered, was always^ 
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m t€^rti% He toldotia spA^, waA it addr^wed by 

my of the intimteB, alw»j9 lepUed with a |$r»cio«8 

saulelighdpg up his Qount|»iaDcey and in language 

too studied and courtly for the occasion. At 

.,)ast, hovreyer» hia djespondency began gradually to 

. give way }— he aecmedcoce more disposed tomiagle 

in the conqerns of active life ; he joined the retain- 

^m and samamts of the house in their usual avb^ 

cations^ and lent his willing assistance ia theper- 

. foroiianceof eveii the mostmenial offices. Ueappear- 

.,ed particularly ambitious oo these occasions of at- 

^tmcting the attention lof the laird, and ultimately 

.succeeded to the otaKMt eiitent of his wishes. He 

.took the departmejil; of ^the stable undei? his own 

imniediate msAagement ; he ari-anged and new 

moddled every thing.;— ^theskina of the horses be- 

gan^lrom constant fiiction^ gradually to loie their 

tawdry appeacance^ and to assume that huewhich 

is the result of proper attention. Nor was the ire- 

forni, so rigorously set on foot^ limited to the caval- 

vy alone. The housings and accoutrements were 

. carefully examined^ and underwent a thorough re- 

.pair^ and every thing connected therewith placed 

in. the most ^viceable state. . . 

c 2 
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ff lieaniioaiy next WM^sahjecMAd to a sferiot sciu* 
tiny^ iiltthose mm^fkaimvie good, boriioffisa$ife 
and dfifensive^ wete-^iaiMid till Aey flhone like s 
) mirror, and ih&ittrdeouIdaot^helpadmlriQg the ad- 
dress with i«Moh Gtatme co«ild«lkioli a met or 
>head ^ spear. Thin he went od, rqpairiog tfae^bad, 
and eleaaiog aad bormshii^ up the iwfafole^ till ^fwefy 
•sepamte article it contained yn^M^Hx immediale 



• Nor chd the castle itself escapeihe investigatiea 
•of the officious stranger. He from time to time 

dflfcfed the most jadicioosvemarkB on ita defences, 
'.and soggestedcertain improvements wfaieh appear* 
/ed flo selC^vident, that they were, adopted immedi* 

ately. The ditcbt.ivUch^^iongfa capadons^ being 
•only adry one, he>fiUad with -water, by Averting 
a.small stream out of its ^origiaal channel, into it. 
rUecansed flanking towers to be iMiilt intheangkR 
.of the svall .that sncronaded the coairt-yanL-^In 
•short, his ascendancy waa l^ this .time so firmly 
iesteblishedy that Jie had only to suggest improve* 

meats toensaretfaeirjbetng adopted.widioHtfaEtber 
ijqneatioD. There seemed to eaust >betvfrixt»die bird 

and him, a kind of tacit compact, to .whicb each 
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party ailliered withoiit {artber exphoation. AI^ 
though bearipg no official laok io th^ house, either 
as a retainer or aeryant^ he nevertheleas agp^eared 
by this time to have become as efiective a member 
of the establishment as either; and in these sim* 
pie days^ n^hen the whol^ household were placed 
at the same, table^. without faither respect to per- 
smis than what a^rose frpm arwig^ment, Grseme 
even there waa permitted to hold the same equivo- 
cal rank whiph was conceded, to him elsewhere* 
Although not admitted to the dais, npr beneath the 
cuaopf, he was neYertJ)eles9rS#ati^ above the salt* 
From the day iie;became an inmate of the cas- 
tle^ he studiously evaded. every atitempt to dicit 
fiurther informatipn from him,. respeQtin|^ his own 
affairs. Although on his first arrival, he seemed 
to court enquiry, and was all apparent openness 
and candour, yet these traits. of his character 
soon gave way to those of evasion and reserve. 
When the question put, was of such a tendency 
as to require a direct answer, he generally repli- 
ed, that every recurrence to his misfortunes 
brought along with it such a torrent of mental 
laceiation, that it quite unhinged him for a day 
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afterwards. He, therefore, begged a respite for 
a short time, till he could ib far master his feci- 
ings, as to endure the probe without wincing un- 
der its idfliction. 

On one occasion, th^ lady of the mansion en- 
quired what faibily his wife' belonged to. He 
started as if a bunung arrow bad pierced his 
brain; hid countenance h^^e'pale as ashes; 
large drops of cold sweat hiing like globules 
froin his cadaverous forehead ; and his whole 
frame shook with agony. At last^ by a desperate 
effort, he recollected himsdf so &r as to reply, 
**that her name was Scott." The lady, who wit- 
nessed the intensity' of his sufierings, apologised 
for the pain she had unintentionally given him, 
and studiously avoided every allusion to the sub- 
ject in firture* ' '. 



V 
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CHAP. IF. 



^< lo joyous youth, whal soul hatb n«Ter. knoini 
Thought, feeling, taste, humonious to its owiii^* 
Who hath not pausM irhile Beauty^s pensive eye 
4ak*d from his Jieavt tbe bonuige of a sigh,— 
Who hath not owned, with rapture-smitten framea 
The power of grace, the magic of a name ?'* 



CAMraiKUm 



Alicia M^C ulloch, the ooly child of the laird 
oF Ktrkclaugh^ as has been sald^ was now in her 
eighteenth year ; and although legendary authority 
in most instances^ rests satisfied with a few sweep* 
lug assertions^ condensing within the limits of a 
single sentence^ every thing that can be applied 
to either beauty or atcompUshnients, y^ on the 
present occasion, it has not left us to oscillate in a 
state of dubiety, as it assures us that she was superla- 
tlvely beautiful ;— that her features were moulded 
after the iii^est cast of Grecian outliue ;— -that her 
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oomplexioii was purity itself, sttliied only by the 
presence of tibe faint blush of the opening rose- 
bud on her cheek;— *that no statuary, friMn 
Praxiteles to Canova, ever moulded a Grace with 
such classical symmetry of person as that she pes. 
sessed ;-^and no poet^ from Solomcm to Scott, 
ever embodied in one mind so much of fepale 

excellence as was foupd ia ber^ 

True it is^ that w^oannot speiJc with oertain- 
tyas to the specific nature of die accompUsh' 
meatfly which gave dignity and grace to a form so 
fair. We may safely infer, however, that the fol- 
lowing were amongst the number:-— She was 
deeply, skilled in the vulnerary and medicinal qua^ 
Uties of every plant and lichep that grew on her 
native mountains ; and from them she cpmppiied 
salves and tinctures, embrocations and fpbrifu-^ 
ge9y laden wit;h ^hich, she visited the. couch of 

pMU and the bed of sickness, and like aminister- 

, ' < ' •, ' * ' 

ing angel, came with healing under her wing^ 

' ' • * . . 

She also possessed the secret of extracting 
ttom the Vegetable world, every tint and sh^e 
that nature has scattereii with profusion over, the 
face of creation* She. could impart to the fleeces 



A TAUBOF CnUOQLETON CASTLE. 41 

trf tier ffltfwt^ flooks tht flinadog vcrdnire of the 
wammeg>*B Sweaty as wril as tlie sew and ydknW 
lm»«f antwuKi Tlie crimson ^MniBiiihetifen'^ 
uig doods^aadtlifr lovely azttte^ of tbe midiiight 
sky, aU gaifeoiilidiefarlitMiillieriiiagieal touelt. 
Sveaihe^BOcbltiriMiow^iii jttffitt&o'alteiiiptsioii^ 
BttanMNiiitaiii to^«a€iuitiiiki^'in<Ae fisetbg dsH eran* 
eaeeiilgraspof ^VMuldiy frienddiip^ could not eMe 
kaa leaeaicby bat wai'iiliiiidcffed^if its priiBmatic 
c^tataaskttifrtheslMittldavS'of aome-nistioTefaiiier. 

Of her literary acqnireneBtB^ Iktle can be Bsid^ 
a» mu readf^ nced^seareely ^e intomecl^ that at 
the period aUnded to in oqv legeod^ books wer^ 
all in BUUB«MnJptk It aoay nattndly be^ inferred^ 
AenSne, that bet iather^s>Iibrarf wafr not Vei^ 
«KtflBsiire* fihehadread, hdiw«v«r) the legend of 
Sifat WwKfved^ with that of Stint RosaKewidf 
Sakit Ceoilia; and smile not, gttrtle reader, ivhen 
we.add(tathe catalegne, the equally hisly names 
of Stint Bakam und Saint Nlmrod^for each of 
thesBtwarlhiesy at one period, shonevesphssdeBt in 
tteiiBts ofvcaaeiozatioii. 

That a ftnn 80 fiar^ and ofnind lie riidilystored' 
withall thedtamingk'Of the tiines, shodMhavo^ 
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been })ermitted to gmw up like a flr<i«^r.iit ft.49- 
sert, withoat a sjgh h&itig waft^ to hev boNrer 
window, or a spear brpVeu ia honour iofheri.*wQidd 
l)ave been a stain on the gaUaatry^olthe age triae 
flom^lfed in ;-— but r such was, not.> the caae ; . {br 
juany a youthfUl aspirant laid hia fco^uae jind 
tiJtles at her feet ; and many a ruddy oheiek: was 
Uaa^hed with despair^ as he turned his.chai^ep's 
head round to t^e a farew^ glance at. the. lofty 
turrets of Kirkclaugh, and of thefwoud iasensiMe 
beauty who had rejected hb suit. 

Dugald Gramme possessed a tail, elegant figure ; 
a setof re^lar, though pate jSeatures ; longflow- 
iBg locks, that spijead over his shoulders, a^ dark 
as the raven's wing, and quick piercing eyes, that 
seeoied to read the hand-writing of nature on the 
tablets of the heart, and to detect the vagrant idea 
while it flitted through .the regions rof the bni»^ 
ere ihp wand of reason had embodied.it in a tan- 
gible shape. He appeared to be in the very pritne^ 
of manhood, and might perhaps have been border- 
ing on forty years of age ; althou^ his smooth 
forehead, su^d erect carriage, would not have set 
him down for much mor^ than thirty. With all 
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^ii$y Ixmrever, bef hiid a someUiiDg of iurldng sns- 
picioii>ia his profile^^^a kmd of siiiister glance in 
kis daii^ eye, wbiab, althoiigh it &d not strike 
an ordinaty observer at first sight, yet whidn once 
Ascovered, made an' impression herer to be erased. 
- lie was now; to all intents and polyposes, con- 
mdered at a pernianint inmate of the castle 9 nay, 
he was become ik> necessary to the laird, that no 
undertakingy even of the most trifling nature, was 
finally resolved on, till it had received his pre- 
▼ions sanction. 

Notwithstanding the tinltmited confidence thus 
placed in him^ he avoided every thing that, in the 
slightest degree, could induce a belief that he was 
acting on his own responsibility. He made a most 
ostentatious parade of the deference he paid to the 
laird's orders, and was constantly applying for in- 
stmctions in aflkirs, though of themselves of the 
most trivial import. To the lady and- Alicia, he 
wflts all humility and condescension ; he seemed le- 
ver on the alert to serve and oblige them ; he ne- 
ver addressed them but with cap in hand, and in 
the inostrt^spei^ful terms i^^he was constantly 1}'- 
iug in wait lor opportunit<!!8 t)f afibrding them an 
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agreeable^ surprise^ aaad* in ond ioMtmoey'ho sncu 
coedcd beyond his mort 8angttiia<S€vpectatbii»i * 

Alici%'libe tke ladinsof tbad^peiiod^ waB>en«* 
thuttastitfalljr ftttaiobed to field fpoiib, paitiealiuv 
Ij faavrkiDg; stoi the attentimi she'p&idto^'dib 
feeding aad trainkigbeBfainl^ vxbb one^-offtkeipsin- 
cipal sources of amufleaent she: enjoyed. Osithet 
face o£ the pnecipice^ diiiaetly below tfaextaatia, ai 
pair of faeautiM; faloons, oflhe^genninebiniedchaiir 
for many yean buik iiheir nestt aiui maoAfkeki 
young with perfect safety. The place theyfaadijek 
dicieu&ly seleeted for that purpose^ had hitherto 
been conejderad. as altogether^ inaccessSiIe. On'tli^ 
preeeding season^ AUcia blid expressed a wi& 
to possess one of them^ and a fiuroioiteT page^: 
Aii9(iaii9 to render her a s^nrice^ had radllyipenM 
tured to reach the daiigei?ou8 eyrie^ when hiabeU 
giying way^be waa preoipitated to thebdltMiy 
and literally dashed to pieces. This fatal a6oidettt( 
was a source of great lamentation in.. the casde^. 
paitieelarly to the young bdy^ who cQuld not din- 
vest herself of tt^ id?a thi6 $hf) iivasvia.aoomtdieK 
gree acces^aiy to4t. ! AUattemfM c^a aiwfthKMiaH 
ture weve sti^cAly ibrbidd^p iiiTuture, tindex; \ht> 
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fffoltX ot the Xdicd's bii^ d^pleasufe^ apd the 
iytpiy.w^s b^guuiag to be Jforgottea ia the castle* 
GraBme liaving heard from some of the vassals the 
4l|9iupofiil ,iisu|i;ative, detecmined in his own aund^ 
tltfit in de^oe of the iiiteixlict^ he would essay 
1% ^perilous ^Teature, as soon as the birds were 
f^y 4^gied» For this purpose, he cootrived a 
laddeciiiiadefpom twisted raw bides, whid|i, having 
scored at the top^ he descended in perfect safety^ 
and brought np the brood, which he presented to 
his yonng mistress. Joy sparkled in her eyes at 
the sight of the unlooked-for present^ although she 
phid him .severely for his rashness, and even hint- 
ed at the. probable, chance of having offended her 
father,, by setting suph an example of insubordina^ 
tion before the infeiior servants of the castle. , 
Grseme had sufficient tact to discover* that 
whatever offiaince he might have ^ven her father 
on the present pccasion^ he had given none to her ; 
os^ had he eyea entertained a doubt on the subject, 
sifG gave him little time to remain in suspense ; 
for on.ob^erviog^at he.had slightly lacerated his 
arm^ op turning the sharp angle of a rock, she 
t^k a richly embroidered scarf from her wdbt, 
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vf'ith which she tied ap the scratch, teUiBg^ fatiuv 
that as he had been wounded in her s6t?ice, he 
most keep it for her sake. 

Orseme dropt oa his knees, and kissing the 
faemwith much seeming devoticm, threw it graice- 
f nlly over his shoulder, and rising to his feet, re* 
plied, /^ Lady I diank you ; from mj soul I thank 
you : you have much over^rated the trifling ser- 
vice it has been my good fortune to render you. 
1 am a ruined broken man, bankrupt in every 
thing, but a heart overflowing with gralitude, for 
the generous protection afibrded me under your 
fatlier's roof: But lady, it has not been always 
thus with me^ — I have seen the day, when in the 
listed field, I would have made the proudest peer 
in Scotland vail his bonnet to this scarf, and ac- 
knowledge the transcendent beauty and splendid 
virtues of her that gave it, or lie grostrate at my 
mercy/ 1 am not what I seem — thfe finger of des- 
tiny has pressed lieavy upon me. Had I acted 
the part of the flexible reed, and bowed my head 
before the tempest, it might have passed harm- 
less overmen but confiding in my native strength, 
I st,ood erect like the oak of the forest, and Was 
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flhjireiredbyitflrettsdessfaiy. Had it been otfaer- 
'wifle^ I could this day, under the pennon oF my 
father's honsei have made an avowal, wbieh, 
whatever might have been its recepftion^ might 
have been made wit hoot presumption on my part^ 
und listened to without anger on your^s. I am 
Ittlly aware of the apparent disparity between our 
several statioDs in life, but am not without a hope 
that a brighter morning shall soon arise, when 
the cloud which has for some time overshadowed 
my fortunes^ shall be dissipated, atid the fiat which 
has doomed me to exile and obscurity be with- 
drawn*— «I see you are offended ; but pardon my 
rashness, and never again shall I intrude my sor* 
rows on your ear^ till I can emei^ from the dark- 
ness in which I am at present shrouded) and boldly 
display in the face of heaven the bearings and cog- 
nisance of my name." 

** Rise, Dugald Grseme,^ she replied (for he 
had again dropt on bis knees), ** I can grant no 
favour to my &ther'8 vassal^ that requires to be sued 
for with such humility. I am sorry that what I con- 
sidered in no other light than a trifling reward for 
% favour done me, should have given rise to hopes* 
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tlxat neveroaa te«aUMd.--J^ottaM((Hvi^y^WBt{^ 
uttaiQted luk and donnant titles j l)i«ietflKe vogr 
iqipreper aecretSy if secxets tbey aro^ ftr a.maidfili 
like Die;*-Aor caa tbe discavery^ever lead i^^to 
cQusider you in any. other lilgfal tlim »ii& my &tbar'8 
bondsman^ till h^ iostmctA me to tIie,coptiary :-^ 
for the present, what has jwst Ahall remain a aeor^ 
with mo; but should yon again iatrude on aqrfwi* 
vacy, with suoh sinister hint% i^idruncftUedffor om^ 
fidence, I shall haveimmadiateflecKiajrse t» my fa* 
ther, who wiU apt permit his daughter ta bj^jiMdt* 
ed with impuoity."' So sayi^, ^he; retir^;.tD her 
own room, where sho^^JOf^aiBedliU tbs 4inQCKihsU 
summoned her to t^ie.haU. 
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CHAP. III. 



I < I I > f !■ 



Ttie border slogan rent the sky^ , 
A Home! a Gordon ! was the crjf— 
Loiid were 'the clanglDg bloWt : ' 
Advanced'^oi^ced backn-^now low-Mobw high , 
The pennon sunk apd tose— ^ , 
As bent the bark*s mast in the gale, 
When' rent are rigging, shrouds, ilnd sail. 
It wav6tad 'mid ihe foes. Scon. 



< . 



The summer bad comqienced, and the 
and improvements suggested in aiididaoiittbecattfe 
were in full progress, when it was disei»veied;tiHil 
a. number of additional artificers would be rtqniiw 
ed to have them all finished before the winter set 
in. The lairdappUedto mostof hislriendssndnARgk* 
bours^ for a few skilful masons and carpenteni^ but 
nonecould be procured* I4 this dilemma, Otmae 
hinted that a sufficient number of yiery mpeinoir 
workmen could be bii^d frombisoativ^ place^ were 
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it safe for bim to go in search of them ; but tbftt 
not being the case, he proposed sendbg Angns Doo« 
aldson^ with a letter from himself to a friend, vAno 
would engage, and send them with the messeng«r« 
Angus was a young man but recently taken into 
the laird*s service, who had attachedliimself in a 
particular manner to Graeme. 

No other altematiye offering, Gneme .was do- 
aired to prepare his despatches, and Angus to hold 
himself in readiness to set out at a moment's warn- 
ing, which, after a long private interview with his 
friend, he did on the the seeond^day, wdl mount- 
ed and armed, as the custom then was. He was 
charged with two letters ; one he was to deliver to 
E;|mrfon in Dumfries, who was to procure him a 
go&de for the remainder of liis journey, and €he o- 
ther to a cddl>rBted border chief of the name df 
AzniQtrong. A sum of money sufficient to cover 
hk probable expenditure, was also entrusted to liis ' 
charge ; and at the suggestion of Grceme, a small 
picaent waff'^sent, to propitiate the good offices of 
thebQidi^r.dikfttiio, and to render him more alert 
in the business. - 

iWitb these instructions, and a wallet tied on the 



caddie* Ixihindlfhfi^ wMtMiMd ivltHj^ntider bofth 
Sot Mtt!s(dF and hi£^ hmne^ {there >Ii6i«g ootim 4ft 
tbe rdad in those tunes)^' Donaldson Tode ttemly 
on^anditachedDttmiriesuiaafetyontbe dayhewt 
eul;. On edqfik7he.soon fdmid theperdoa to Whom 
his tetter .was addrlessed^ who ItoVing. perused it^ 
eyed the meKsenger'for some tikne ivith it glaiice 
%X kei^n'scrutitiyvsttid at last breddsg liieiioe^ said, 
** AMreel iHen% Tfind- joa ave 'for the border^ 
chained wi' a letter^tei abld jykvtt SoakdioielB, an* 
In^QH' ftirAiih ye ivi' a gnide $ n^tw^U^ me aakye 
JQstae qoestito, an nae mahr-^o ye ken wkur yt 
aregaun ?** -. j . i 

**^I knowionly ftat Iliaye^ft Jetlter to deli^y4fO 
Sir DimA Armstrttig," replied DooaldsoD^ some^ 
what abashed by the abmptnesff of the-' ebqairy^ 
^' and being a stranger in this part of the eoimtty, 
^aH requii^ a person acquainted with the roiuitf to 
guide nie to his^aceof residenee, ibr which trouble 
I shall reward him.'' <* An* what may the purport 
b^ the letter be/ that requires sic haste ??^ enquired 
the pertinacious coUoqubt* '< As I am not confides* 
tially entrusted with mymaster'a secrets,'' implied 

Angns^ somewhat nettled at being thus cateehiied 

d2 
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/rirM4y -given y^\k)m$uSfsimi^ to ea^blQ^o^/Lpdf^ 
M/h^^ifi jtmgm4Mxf^r^ -t Vew *tnje^ j^pung 

*A«g|aci <re^}M i^.^^;i^uppo8e4TveFe ta^iy^ hii|n two 

di^ 9P(hd?o^ ]^1^ ; A^ rifi^r qn tl^ border thaa 
I'lito' fio^fit^ the^iosp]^' theipityv ' Aweel.younB 
«Ma^ IiiHMm ji^tg«mg tirryou^yselV^a^tbat t)i/^ 
ifafttrAent^yefkj^tifpa.weol ; tbm's no anitber msa^ 
frae the tower o' Saoquhar to the gates of Lqg))- 
meiMi that O6«ii4[o0i»^.ye totjfu^d P^vie^iplace 
o* rmdmc^im yeca'l^^for^iiufi^wbat/siyry the^^^ 
po a otompfp* ba:i^»or a 'tuObo'beatbq? iii a' the; 
^eiw o" Twta^, but^ii^ beenhls place o^rcisideaqe^ae 
iinie.Dr itber; ao'^'^t.he's aye to be ^und by them 
^ha kl^ri how |0 aeek hiiu-^butye'rekeepin' me 
here^wjiad baUhypi^vM'aD'liorBeieqairexestaji're* 
ftenftineiit; tc^fityje IB^r the* joauiey that ?8 afore usthe 
laoni." ^TJ^'gi^de^iwlio appeared to be amau 
illit'had'.pa^fecL tlie meridian 4>£ his life, and who 
kffH a b(we^«i^ert«4J|DSkeQipn rather a limited 



jKide, ofiw^kdidbe/way) tiOfttie'QtaUe>,.fThfere^raften 
seeing the .horaes ^oiply prplride^ mth.ratiMBi hfts 
iiftraduc^ jkngns to tho^kitehfsi^ thafe.be iii]gblvsQ'»i 
lait^ hinusetf witb sncke^ftUes ^ndiilniikables wk 
t)iehoasecQulidtfiiiiash«.vp .,jiu:.t;:. < !. i ./ 

la the inoi3dngi.they .wCRfiriipiiuidaatft^ 
times And .pnifieedin^ oit ibobjc^unifiy^ X^iii |roady 
for a 0Qiisidbi|abIe dtstanee^ Jby v Qvcari ii\ndiifcjtf itigt 
pasture laad%.;i,ntfiiBmis)6diiiilihi£f^ ofi 

com fieldsjuat gi^tsQgt&to jen3.xAboiit.iiiM^4ag»t)i^ 
Ibund tliat th&y bad^ivad-ajoonsidorallk |»ii%)U 
Tbey wem.noi^>eiitoing.gcC0iiiitn^.Ut<^tb^ 
toial $ the aigns.of ciaiixvolionystrtheomaiMi^lei^. 
frequent^ aiiid.]a<a shorttime entirely diss^peasei 
The UraveUei!S.alighited besides ^mall^tceaiDy v^bem 
having laid the .wallet uodecco&tipbutiQfiyand veat^i 
ed their bwses foTia .cQaple> o£ bom^.they agaia' 
set*lbrw9rd.^ . .w . ; 

The guide, now urged Angus i to. pix)paed at a> 
swifter paceihaa they had hitherto jdone^igiviiig: 
as a reasqo. that they .had ii^my a v^'^ary mile ia tm«*; 
vel before they cawe to their up-puttLAg.. If Do yoHi 
mean to insiouate that we shall not reach the ^nd 
of ourjourneyidnsevenipg?" enquired Angu8»^^ We. 



nay r^acfa iho ^' o' <»lir jbiirney dodner tbttii wad 
begoidforus/' repl^dtkeguid&i ^'an' gin we£n^ 
na get aff this ^v^te'dfove- tlvb sim ietis, tlieieHi; 
xiought'iBair likely toliappeii' ua." So uirgedy :Aii^i 
gus and his companloa gavd tbeir houses the lieiny 
andproceedttdiat a iitimdpaGe for a&w hours, tex- 
chaoging dblymoiiysyilaUes occasioBsUy^ .At last' 
die giidey palliug up bis joded divgcir, said they' 
Ught nowi proceed ^ore)leiBimel3r^ as they would 
80OA. reach itbehr quarters for the eveaing. 
. Ihey ieemed insensibly to h^ve passed (M^er the' 
hfghfBstaY^},thatfoiin6lhe boutedairy line between' 
the easievQ) and western shores of the idhgiom* 
The descent which; in the first instance, was &U 
most imperceptible, had now becbme sudden aiid 
irregulaivHsmall patches of stunted trees fiQi^god* 
the declivities of diemodntaias; iacreasing in nnni« 
ber and magnitude as they approached the plaid, 
tillatlast, o^ turning an angle of the iioad, a beau- 
tifui For^ i^ceoe opened to theit vtew. Nothing • 
could be more picturesque than the prospect be^* 
fore them. JLarge opeii giades were^^se^ pterciAgf 
deep into the woody recesses, on which lierdd off 
red 'deer were bixushig. A small stiveam descend<4.' 
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td finm the moantoiDs, vrbiohi after WTend me* 
aQderiogsy added ita tnbttlary wave tvam^r tliil 
rallfad majeitieatLy to the eastern sea. <At hat i\^ 
dtsaevered^ at |t abort distani^ before thetoy^ a honsil 
o£eoaaidfirable.swgHJtqdey though appaventlyfalU 
eo.iiwdi<iat0 deeajr*. 

'..'it had Mt onetime been, enclosed by a^wall of 
gmat height, and f«U/o{ loop^hglea for atchery, bot 
itwIismtH/tf JhoiaaypUusealevelled toits foandationsv 
TJbei eourt'^yaDd had been paved^. but ^^^as at pre« 
aeot.eiMli9cfy.0«eivgroi;»Bi ifrith rank weede^exeept 
ft^MrcQKV pafchvivay wUohgave ingress and egress 
te^ the : occupants. ^The house i.tself, though ^ndC 
built in tbe castsilatedlbnn, had iicnnsrtheleas been 
^capable of maki&g some defence*. The high nar- 
^w, windows bad beea.stransly htoBted with iron* 
Ovectbe pciiicipal-||ftto«way9 was placed a stone 
eaotttcheoii, whereon was deeply (Bngravei) ao. eagl^ 
•mth the waningimoonin hisrtalon) with this rode 
legend im a serdl |)eneati| it : ' ., -- i . .. 

•* JLfcfit, anil lang CTatiu." 

The remainsof a<ditoh was still ^visiUe^ i^vhicb had 
amroHtided the whole ostablishin^nt. 
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iaga o' h^au Ye k«D y^urseP he WM aj^lraab.^. 
aaf.oaethifig wad . aak* iam^ about, a . week siliae^! 
bat; :lie wad gaog o'er the bwrckr ;. sae^ hedrei^r 
ih^lfattD . tbe. auld aquitf}^ an'- aia ,fitt^ e'^eoiiig^ be; 
took the flKHMi faf tb#. borhs^ias ivi^e ca*t> w!.aiic» 
tbeyaet. But Jock O'TamiiMoiAhf^tlmt!^ SouU^ 
cap^ ye kea)» bavioggok sofaeiafiwiniatioaiO'/ theirs 
ialaiitk>»% mel>tkem ai the Eykst'&nli aa^a^jtir. 
vedboiuiig thejr .had ^ Ha.' ..t^oagb Jonk.was slaini 
«iiliight« a&';hii Mki* gat £he)WMir. o!ithie:&^^ 
yet the laird dfiba wm.aff.Aoart£Ree neither^ bil! 
vras just obliged itooetiiin.wrmae icloiu^ed exowA* 
than clovea £bet afore him: . An! xbata^ the vm* 
dena.faearuig. o! the outi-bxeftkaQgio; thfi tiiRe.a'^ 
peaee^ha^ sumiDoaedya warden tri^^ao? d^erlsoid 
maoa appear, an^ iuid»Ue the law^ whilk wadqa 
be JQfit that convenient at the:pre8ent.timei sae 
I see naethifig for luai1)ut baiok to tbe Deel's Stepi 
pin!<«taHes jat the Goey Man^s Tail, tiH the atorm 
bkivs by^an? than tbinp will jnst gsiqg.oniix) the 
airid way again." 

*^ But eaanot £ deliver a letterto^hini. before 
he: retires to Ihs place: of bonceabnent ?/' emioired 
Angus. ^^ That's a question aoi no prepared ltQ«)*«. 
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WW9V ye/* ^lied miQe host i ^ but swt ony things 
happah afoie tbe momin' I'se let '3^ ken ;.i«*4Ma 
aiyewiUlwr fatigded 'wi' your/jouAMjr^ I shall 
shew yoo labour chamber^ and gio needs be^ Ji 
can wafceu ytj^ He then led the way tb aoifpK 
pec zpxtiment, !and having locked the door after 
bini^ left them to their. lepbsow 

' Angas cbald not help fbeling a^ p^iiioc^ iiFn4. 
Isrm.attheprecautioas of their kndkml; whom he* 
considered as in some way. identified with the lato^ 
tiaasacdoas on the border ; ndr did his gnide e^ 
scsipe 'ceitaia inde&titQ suspicions j tiiat he was. 
deeper in the seci-et than he wished it to be sifp« 
posed. Suppressing these reflections, howev^p^ 
be ihnew himself oin his couch, and. sunk into a^ 
sound and tvanqnil slumber. ' . 

A few hours afterwards, he was. reused by aioudk 
and continued knocking kt/tbe door of the roaii*: 
sion, accompanied by the deep baying of the stng-^ 
bounds; and the clattevof horses' feet on thepave>^ 
ment. He shook his guide till he awoke^ and 
having explained ta him the' oaiise of his alarms ^ 
they stol^ softly to the window^ and discoreredEt 
the whole' court filled with srmed men« '^ What 
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can this meaa?"enqn]^d Angiifr^-^'^ i^a^ Gjaii wtlyi 
kea8,^' replied \hisgiikife ;'^Mt surdy oaonabe dKt 
hird hioisdb'; He wad' nev^r >be out wP Itlic-' a)fok 
lowing at this timte V'l'li^^i^aiid y^^iii^ipQg^Bca wed^ 
im' we'll aiUiiis^&c^overvDiisaiSiing.VyThejr.weie 
silent for a mitmte'or t\yo, wlieti>th0.:giiid8 begaa 
to tremble, aud cross hiaisetfiiitk* miidi s&enung. 
devotioo. ^^i^hp are th^ ?■* enqtiired 'Angu^ a- 
larmed iat the terrors of his cofnparao)UT*4<f lionl 
hae mercy ion. me, £br am a dead maa Vh^sbviab^ 
ed the guide* ^Itsjast Pate Forsterr huufiel V 
an' a' the clamjamfrey o^ Fesudckfs at thisiheels ;. 
an' there's an auid scoie sta^nin' o*er atweenrhim 
an* me tliia motiy k lang day, JEui'^^keHl pay it m^ 
afore.wepart.-^Haiiihedobr been open I -migltt: 
hae made some shift, but riow k^ a'- ofjsr Wt'. itie !?'» 
Angus, being a young i^iaa of a bold, featless dia- 
raeter, hastily replicid, ^< Although lam ignorant 
of the caui^e of feud betwikt this.Foi^ster^and you^ 
yet I presume, m^rbetng found in your company,; 
will place me id a predicament of equal peiilwitli 
yourself; let us'.tiboreforettry,(if.posatble9 weican* 
make our escape ;7«>if by no other method, the. i^hi m^^ 
ney may conduotlua.to the roofoflthei house,! from) 



.w)i|siic4.^ejQaf}f4k|sc€uid.io itbe reax^^nd a few 
9tei^ ,wiU tal^e . m iolo |Jie. forest^ aoiidat who^e 
labjiintba we may lie.qoucealedjiiU they xetire ; 
, op shQul^. that fail, us j we bay^ axrn^ in our hands, 
let ua aeilom^Uyes ^k^ 4ii^> and: jv)t without aa 
pffortirtau^ely' lose that which the feelings of na- 
.tuse 1^ jrendeired of luoxe value to us, than all 
vUier (^rthly blessii^a.^* 

I ^*. Y/e speak .ye .know not what^ young man/* 
the guide replied i ** the house is beset on every 
side, au^ escape impossible ;^^be8ides, what could 
twa uuarmed men, with only swords in their hands, 
eflfeqt against sip numbers ? An' muir than that, 
. ye' are. in nae immediate persoual danger, unless 
yedrawdt downonyoursel'* They'll no injure you; 
only just conceal the letter in your bqot, an' say 
ye are gaun to £mbro' on your master's business, 
an' cam this way to aiee a' fxien^; •:— the colours o^ 
yoarihouse,.whilk ye wear, will bear ye out in 
yqur ..assertion 4 but. as ye Talue ye're life, men- 
itiQji ppt.JDavie Armstrong, I hear them, fomi^fr 
sa^> mind my instrj^ctions, while I dem mysel' in 
the comer a wee^ till I see the last o't,'' 
^ Heavy footsteps were now heard approaching ; 
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the door opened, and the landfoid entered; 'liitr<ir. 
ducing a short, square-built man, cased in a fM 
«uit ^f plate armour, and followed by a consider- 
able retinue, who remained outside the door : he 
advanced into the middle bf the rooAi, and eyeing 
Angns for some time, at last in the broad Doric of 
the Northnnlbrians, enquired, '** Whear comes tow 
frea,lad, an' what'^s tow doinghere 'f^ Angus, no ways 
abashed, replied, that he was a servant-of the 1aii*d 
of Kirkclau^, in Oalloway, travelling on his mas- 
*teir*s business tolBdinburgli-; and that, havicg made 
a considerable deviation for the pnrpose of visiting 
*a friend, he had been benighted where he then was, 
and had' prevailed' bn the landlord to accommodate 
^himtiH the morning.— ^'VFow speaks weal an^ firee- 
ty, lad, but there's twea horses in the stable^ whea 
belongs the secand tea." Angus readily replied that 
he belonged to His gnide* *^ Tow mea be vera ttt 
^gean, lad, but whears this guide o*" thine? I want 
meetily to sea'him.*' When, casting liiseyes enquir- 
ingly around^ he espied him in a dark comer, and 
'seizing him by the arm^ he said, ^' Come forrit to 
theleet, lad, and let me look at tea."— ^He hadiib 
'Sooner obtained a full view, tlun he exclaitned 
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^« 'Hah, my auld ftien^ Symtnid Johoston ! By the 
beans b' Saint Bdcket am glead to sea tea ; I'thout 
tovrwadiiea be that ftr aff, and my whitefeut in 
teaste&ble. I haiB lang lookit for tea, and now I 
hea fdnd tea, weas mak a clear reckoning afore 
vrtVL ^art. It was a jade's trick tow served mea ; 
iMit'fhis meatingpeas for a*. — If tow has ony ill 
bleed atweenthy Maker and thea, meak it up as 
fast as tow can, for 'its now clear dealeet^ and gin 
tow sees the snn rise, may I never cross the Twead 
again.^— And addressing some of those at the door, 
besaid, '* Tellteajumpertogetahalter, an- lookout 
for a convenient tree, and hea every thing ready^ 
an^ w^'ll be wea him in five minutes.'^ 

<l>iiring this address Simeon Johnston appeared 
to be struggling under the influence of some mas- 
ter passion, and bis countenance bore pregnant 
marks of the presence of feelings, even more potent 
than those that are the hgitimate offspring of ter- 
ror alone.— -At last, by a desperate effort, he obtaiu- 
4$i the ascendancy over them in so far as to reply, 
in a sabdned voice, ** Sir Patrick Forster, we ken 
aneamtiier, an^ that very knowledge is sufficient 
to inform me what I hae to expect at your hands. 
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Ye Iiae the power, aa' nae doubt AVxU:Use it 'm a 
maj^per. beseeming your characj|gr« A^ ^^& h|OW« 
ever^ ye seem to hae foi;^tteo, whtlk is, that whai^ 
ye burat my father's house, aQji didoa lea'e him a 
fourfooted animal^ except ae auld colUe* on that, 
vera day I had your ain bairadouo au' my svrasi^ 
at his throat. I could nae strike him he m^^fii 
siccau a main^ but just let him up^ aad h^pitifaifi) 
ou his yaudy an' bade him flee for . his life-'^r 
** Stop whear tow is,'' roared out Forstcr; *^^<^^ 
heas said enough to seal thy doom, had tow.dc^m 
uea thing else.— What steat did tow send him. 
heam in— teal mea that ?— Wi' yean o' hisjiougl^ 
shineas cut, which mead h^m learn for life— tow 
hangs for that, had tow dean nea mear.'* 

*' It was nae dune by me,'' replied Simeon; '*nor 
can I be answerable for the mischief .a man meets 
wi' in the heat o' combat." 

• • ' ■ I V. ... - 

" Tow says true tjiear agean. lad ; but if it was ne^ 
thee, it was a Johnston, and whean, a Jphnstoa, 
deas a fault, and a Johnston's hanged for it, if 
that binna law and justice beath, I keuna what is ;, 
s?ie bring him alang sum o' yea, for I heanea 
mear time to weast in argument." 
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Some of the retainers now nished in, and seiiri 
ttig kim liy the edllar,' were dragging him forward, 
when he turned round to the knight, and, witK 
much soleinnity in bis manner, said, — :*' Sir Pa- 
tridk, I know ye t6 be a blood-thirsty man, an% 
being in your pow^r, I expeck nae mercy; but 
nearly terminated as the thread o' my existence 
appears to be, I hae a prestotiment on'my mind 
that yolir^ is still nearer, an^ that theie is' a fi- 
gure in your faofoseope whilk tells me I shall ont- 
Kve you^*' Then turning to Angus, he said^— " ttXL 
them that sent yon what has befa'^n me, an' gang 
whar I tanid ye for an answer/' 

Fbrstei^ turning sharp round at this address, 
said, '' Come tow alang tea, lad, we may need liiy 
help tea bury hiin,'' ' 

Angus replied, that he must proceed oh his 
journey and could not be detained — and even- ven- 
tured to protest against the summary execution of 
his guide ; but Forster cut him short with ^^Keep 
thea meuth shut, hd, an mind ton's nea in GaBo- 
way, or thear ar mear halters whear that yean 
cam fpea." 

A«gus thus cautioned, followed the procession 

£ 
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in siknoe tiDthey had advanced a lillh way into 
the fitteaty wbeie thejr finiad the jmiqper vMk the 
a^anttw aU ready • Angiui thpi^bt he disooBMsw 
^hi8]{oideca8tan inqiiirii^lookatthelaadknd^ 
which was leplied to hy one of deep iDemmg%-»^ 
the horaea wece left in the conrl*y«rd under a 
gnaid, 

^ NoWy up-wea him without de|ay,'* paiedf <»r« 
atev ; ^ or we'll soon bea qwer Jaog here;^ : Wfiib 
the jumper was a^ustiag' the hatteroii the bovgby 
an arrow pinned bis hand to the tree* The .yrteuik 
roared out in vgany, and straggled with nil Ub 
ought to free it, hut being unable, he called Ifisti: 
ly for help.'. At that instant, another came with 
fdler intent, and, striking a rivet; in his oorslrl, 
made the fire flash from it, the shaft ajdintering 
into twenty peces. Forster idrew his sword, and 
was rushing forward to execute his aentenee in a 
summary manner, when a third shafi( winged'wi^ 
firte arrested his progress ;— 4t struck Urn on the 
temple, and buried its-pcnnt in his brain. 
, A cry of treachery a}rose--4he band assembled 
around their wounded chiefs— they extracted the 
arrow, but life was fled' for ever. At. that in- 



a body of trowd m^ riiibcfi thnu^ Me'» 
of ikiBi opoif^*— *Tbe Foml^rs, nolhijig iiQUiidif 

tbe tie^, and foradiiigjui fefwit of iija^ aimartlitai* 
o^ GpnibiM^ cfM^fd, wJbick emi»Lm the total dHu 
comfitfure of the 'mmiem, and lii«..ciqptiM8: of a 
nomber of prisoners aad i9O0t of the fcorsea. .* 

. Umang die oooflict, As^pa and his gnde^ who 
i««re k^pt f^fmnte, hf a ^imd set oter th«a|^ 
i^adieiipfY^v^iiMBffi^ttutlaUeai bwfc, 

%d}K:tblt iwf tfi fl si h l^, ihqr were ctaitiMcd .t6 
bjPQMe iffsdrve ap0ctft<Qi!9.0f.a?flliri«Cg||»iii whiali 
J^Nj wQoId gbdly have takeo a part, as oa it Ite! 
life <tf jAe onajisdibp MbtKly tf thfe otito^ia dl 
fpobriiSily depended* AtlaQtybMrererywhiU'ilia 
issM 1i«9aine iio kiager dotiMfol, their gmanliM^ 
paving thffln to thwuMked* As^^ imaediatsfy 
nritkd^lh^ guide's hlu«ds» sad mgg^^fii Ihefna* 
pnety.o^oislMiittiwSrese^. Hew»s,howetrerf 
itifaiBKMl that ffij^ was. no .longer JMEMtasiyti 
as the Tictoiss Wf9t thm fi^f^nds^ s^ th0 hadeif 
the person they were ia quest of. Rejeioed to 
hear jthat their joDiD^* was to temiaate so softo, 

Angus pigoposed goii^g 19 andd^Teriag his pa» 
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dentiab immedifitely. Against this, Jehnsfon *f^ 
moDstrated, saying, that, as soon as wanted^ tbey 
wad be sent for ;^he added, that the kurght ivas 
chafed at '|n«seDt^ '^and wad may be bo receive* 
them sae gracioasly as he behoired to 'do wiien 
the btnid Was anes aff his hands— >.bnt Ude ye here 
awee, an 111 step •ower an^ pit ia a word for ns * 
baith«— *I saw a gitid strong stump o^ a naig a- 
mong the bestial in die yard, as I was brou^' 
here, an' I wad Kke to tack him hame wi*me 
if Davie wad gie consent $---4 boc^ wad need^ 
something to mak op for the jeopardy Ihey war 



in." 



So saying, he left Aogns and joined the knight 
and his party. There seemed to pass greetings -ai. 
joyfol reoogmtion between Johnston and the vie* 
tors, to most of whom heappeaied to be known $ 
and even Sir David Aook him kindly by the 
band, and, walking aside/ they had a ccmversa* 
tion -of some length. At last he returned and in- 
formed Angus that ^ Ins errand wad be done in^ 
stantly/' ^ 

Angus congratnteted him on the miraouloas 
wcseape he had made^ from what .appeared fiCfimm 
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dentb. ^' I fredy own^" Johnston lepUcd^^^ that 
I was in nae sma peril; bvt/' he added, '' let me 
teU youy young man^ yonr dfmger waa little lew 
.eminent than nune-^or, bad th^ hanged me aa 
they psdpoacd, the leveiBieQ o^ yoar.life wadna a 
seUH for half an hooii's purchase^.tia^ ia the preieot. 
iastaiiceyi they had. deeper eatiBe for sae doing than 
ye are- aware o' ;: for the warden o* the English 
maidie^ CDncfaiding» no^wichont sooie ahow o' re»- 
aon, that ShakeJieelawadna keep tryst at the nest 
meeting, aent the Forstere anid Fenwicka to try aa' 
appieheild hini^ wha faend.themsidvea under a ao^ 
lemnaith to bring himo^er the border, either dead 
or alive« For thia purpose, they croissed the Tweed 
yestreen in. the dusk* o' the evening ; bat aold 
Davie had infonntation o' the haill plot^ an' stet 
apiea^ wfaa met tbemfrae time to time, an' misled 
Attni wi' fiiuse intelMg^ce, til|< at last they 
brought them here# Forster,. wha had the o6m« 
mand, began now to diacover that they' had been 
deceived^ an' wada hae revenged himsel' on them 
wha had done it, bat they had somehow made 
their escape— ^Eniaged that he had been rendered 
the dupe o' sicicatt a shallow artifice,* he was 



\ 
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solyed to dp something that wad palliate, iF not 
wipie out the ignominy of his dis^p|)ointroent« 
He questioned the landlord, i^*ha ht considered de- 
voted to his interest, but wha is u true Scotsman 
at heart, if he had seen ony o^ Sir David^s people 
larking about lately. He received for answer, 
that he understood Snake-heels himser was aiFto 
the Stepping-stanes, whar he keut weel a* the 
:Forster8 iii Northumberland durstn^ follow him', 
au^ that he hadna seen a living soul for a We^ 
past, except twa puir travellers, wha had arrived 
in the evening, an war in thei)r beds $ the rest y^ 
ken ; but, after discovering me, he was confirm- 
ed in the opinion that ye somehow or ithier be- 
longed to Sir David, an wad a hae acted on that 
belief had he no been prevented. 

*< I learned a^ tbae news amang my au1dfrien*d 
ower bye there, an partly frae Sif David Himser ; 
an' it was just ae bit wink that our landlord gted 
me^ that let rae ken there was help at hand, an' 
that I wadna be justified the day, an' that gart 
nw speak jsae snell to them." 

During this conversation, the conquetors were 
busily engaged in stripping and bulging the slain; 
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•Bd,«oUect|^g. ami idiiading the jqnil;. sefresb^ 
iDBiitB. weni dbo .semd iQimd fiooiii ijbB Jioaac^ 
A&4 that ia such profinion^ ta iwiil^ iunre iodocdl 
a belief, timt their guests were not mezpected. 
JDtuing. a}l this time the travellers weie. atanduig 
ata.eoo8idenihle distance vrithotti appearing ta 
Ve (Bitter objects. df curiesity er legaxd* lAt last 
the hndhiDd. appcoached- the Jeader, nod, .walk^ 
ing amde. with him for a Uttle, was: despatched 
to inform Angui^ that *^ Sir David waited for 
Ufa/' 

. He iastaaUy advanced, and stood before a tall 
raw-phoned old man with a grizzly . beard, and 
doarae \iiealfaqrrbeatea featuzes | he was cased ia 
ftfjiibur,>aiid .waa leamng on a battle-axe^ ^^h ita 
head'dowAwards. . Mine host, st^iiq; forwaid^ 
aaidy <* thi^isjthestrangerthat wiahes tosee yoii,*^ 
add. retiiang^. mixed ^ooigogthe. crowd. Sir David 
then iiiqatredn^t. coHMiaads lie had for hinii 
and was answered, that he waa .the beamr, of a 
letter from ageatkinan in Galloway for Sir IW 
vid ArmstroDgy handing it at fiiesaiBe tiino* The 
knigl|t reeeived ity and examining th^ soperBCzip* 
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tkm cdlsd om of Iiib attendaatB, and «ntfadpe«r t^ 
B abort distanee mtkbia* Tbey. hfd a Ioi^immI 
apparently intacsting discussion ob its ooiitmitf ^ 
•ften applying to tho 4otterfor infwmation. At 
last they seedied to have ooi^e to some ari^ai^^ 
menty as the privy. councillor .retired ^' and the 
knight, advancing to ^ja§BSy and with a 80ine<k 
thing in his manner whkh .he-ivi^Mdtot pasft^ 
off for /affability, but which.. aat as. awkwardly 
on him .as* a Hus^ai^jacket on a . Gseenlaiid bemt 
said^r^. ■ V -• '.. " . .... , ' 

*^ I have perused your letter, young map, and it 
pains me that 1 eaanot.extend the. rites of liospt- 
taiity towards yb<:( in the- manner reqniisd by 
your friends. My regret, however, on thijs: head^ 
will be considerably diminished, when Ixeflect^ 
that the , i-ecent occurrences will enable me to 
spare the recfuisite namber of artisans, who. will 
join you to-mei»ow morning with my -answer to 
your letter ; and my counsel ' afterwaiods is, thai 
you return home with the least possible delay .^^ 
Have you any other commands for.mei" Jingus 
replied that he had, and presenting him the little 
sealed parcel containing tlieu purse^ he wr^jyed^t 
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i^m'thefidds of Us inantle/ aod'wiahing bim 
a good journey, i^thdrew, 
: . .Miiistoii now cimeupy and enquired wkh some 
ansLiety when i&ey were to set but on their return, 
fWid was rejoiced to kam it was to heontheeasuing 
niorDiBg. Heseemedtoinsinuate^tliat the victory 
of that ^y wofiid be instantly followed up by reta« 
liftMxry measures onthe part of the English ;— that 
the death of fonter would set the whole ehief- 
jtajflia of the nordi in motion^ and Would, inall pro- 
bahUity, bring on a war on the border, whibh might 
•leqaife judicious management to prevent becom* 
ioganationat contest. jla Sir David had been the 
first aggressor^ theie was every reason to fear that 
be woukt'be abandoned to his fate, if tstken ; and 
that it might be doubly dangerous for them to be 
found lurking about, after their interview with him 
came to be known. . 

In the moraiog, betimes, a body of twelve horse- 
men came into the court-yard, and were introduc. 
ed to Angus as the mechanics that were to accom* 
pany him; and after making a hearty break&st, 
i the whole cavalcade set out on their jounSiey ; and 
having tfikeiS teave of Simeon Johnston at Dum- 
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SneA^fnimm^thefA^ka hi|^ apiiits, (he 'having 
obtAiaed a grant of the:'^ naig*'. Eewi th9 knight 
«l fadtuig,).they.«Em£i alaXiiJLoIaagh without 
my aecideiiti 4>n»ih6)eveiiiiig<of the-^MCoad day* 
V .ThisadditioB totheirestafalishmeotjilaced tbm 
fiuHtly/al.Kidkclaugh on the gut vitv.^. Dupld was 
in hia^clemait^directiugaadsaperiateiidtog every 

tbiog i the auxiliary workmen iweoB f^tall fieHowa 
of thair haodsyV. as Shaiarspeatexwotdd have satd^ 
aadtimrts and batdements arose a» it l^ nagic* 
. Tet there wa» somethisg ia ;the .^p6l^aIlce of 
tlNM atraiigera, «whicii filled the iaiBat(»Jof the 
eaatle> with certain dark- and • gioomy- forebodinga 
oC ocevit' evil, :aod whieheven awakened a feeling 
of (di9tru8t:in^tliaianaii8pectiDg.bosom'Of 4he laiid 
hBQ8el& As the nights began to lengUian,* tiny 
were ffeqaentiy intthe habit. oE absentiagthem* 
selves, and not returning till the ensuing jnormng | 
aodaa they had stiH. retained their horses,: the 
animals were, often, so Jaded • and covered . with 
mud, as to beetarcdy able to -move &%~days a& 
terwaidsw* ]icri>beries^ and even murder%<w«e. ber 
ginning to be talked of, but in districts too remote 
to indode them, with any shew of jusdce, wMi- 
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iti tbe pmphenr^f the circled 8ilfl({>id4ri;' Uo\t^ 
eVer,*!!! |>roc«9ii inf thue; thd^ie'^Titrb^Mi'lOope^ 
rkte heL mbhi ^tetriive range,^ 'WUc!^ ulic6iMe«ted 
whibpers weYe potlh dfttftftelidif^ wMdii' tdum 
piece-tneal, aiiioaBted tb^nodfjil^^ ; ttat WtM&n (drva^ 
(tetached fact or romottr^ hiid teooght da moiety 
orcircamatantial evidence !nto tlie ((feneraibtock; 
the Sinn totar became tttly ^Asttmiiig. Oife had 
seen them in the grejr mornttig/pricktn^ forward 
tvxtb their utmost spe^d, tlmt Ae3r might teach 
their' homes befoire the inmal^ aroM $ 'another 
pr^ended to latve dtseovered tliem under circum^ 
stimces dtlll more suspicious, scottring throdgh the 
forest ^h '§ot6ethiiig in a sack; that for any-' 
thihg 1i6 khev^; might be ia deiKi body. 

^ Whatever truth d&fSre wasf in sttify ofthiese aU 
legiEkdoiiBy they K^ the efiect i>f TOnsing the 
whole couhtry inito action. The yohiAf ^ &9^ 
patish band(id together for mutual ptotection $ the 
otftcry became to general^ that it sootf i«tt6hed the 
ears of the laird, vAio w)is thunddr^ttmck- at th^ 
intelfi^Dce^ and roundfy ta:ted DogaM Withr hrfn|;« 
ii^ i ban^tti into his C!lia)ptoymetit| and insisted 
on tb^ir immediate didmtssa]> jj^rfictilarly as the 
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vrbole of the repairs being now completed, he bad 
no fartheroccadloii for their services. He desired 
him, thevefore, to iqform them, that on the en^a* 
tng' morning he would pi^y th^m their stipiihited 
wages, add dismiss them with a letter to thdr chiefs 
Grasme w^ loud in their defencie, asseitidg tfa^ 
probabSity of those who slandered them: witfi 
crimes of so deep a dye, being the perpelratorEf^ 
or at least abettors of them themsdves. He most 
pathetically d wdt on the cruelty of retiMrning stts^ 
gers, who had left the bosom of their families at 
the command of their cfaieff, to render him a ser-» 
vice, with tarnished reputations, and a chain o£ 
unconnected snrrttises dogging them at the heels^t 
and that on sach slender evidence as the commotio 
place calumnies of a country, unsupported by eten 
the shadow of proof ;—>tImt as they were deprive 
ed of the protection of .their legitimate chief on- 
the present ocpasion,^ he certainly stood to them 
tit loco parentis ^ and it would be a most ungrate 
ful return for the severe, and unremitting labomr. 
to which they had been sffbgected, to tender ia 
payment only a draft on the exchequer of defama- 
tion. There was another consideration . which 
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f^as^t to be kept sij^t of on the pmeiit oeG»- 
Mon : — Ttia was the view Sir David Arauitroog 
ns^ht be ptmsed to lake, of tbe ilUfotnided charges 
^Jiibited against his people. He mast either coq» 
sider them guilty or nei guilty ; if the former, the 
fsfimiDary preceediagB of a crimii]^ court on the 
border would, in aH probability, leilder a nomber 
of innooent men the vietinia of uBprincipled ma- 
lice and black iagratitode $ and if the latter, be 
trembled for the lesidt. He knew %* David well, 
and this kaowkdge told him, that be was not a 
man tb be ioaolted with imponity. 

Heapdogised for the warmth of hiadc&nee of ' 
the uil^rtBiiale straagerg, which, as he had been 
the pj£u»pal means of bringbg on the present oo« 
carion", he considexed to be due them. • He beg- 
ged M^Culloch, theief<»«9 to paaae for a few days 
brforeiie dismiosed them, that they might have 
an opportunity of justifyingtbemselveson the spot, 
by looking their aocnsexs in the face, if any such 
dared to appear against them j and if none came^ 
that they might then be sent home wkh' such 
thanks^ and'rewards as their skill and 
-so wall merits 
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The JiiKdffepIied|.£h9^ to <k>9M Aot». f^n ib^ 
ii0o«BMC]r(Aiti«fliie oCreUicfikv .^ shqufIm^ l*^ 
faai M fittdioniBe for them, Aq$icip«(e either of 
tb» exMnm $--rth9t aUbovgh Jt> y thne. ppctmiuijl 
xBoiblniy tbeji hiMl oertattljraffenM gwiojsiMr 
hush ■nnaiiiw, j^c^t Mot 4^ these hud orii^Daled 
vrith.hifli I thst Aii,the eaatnay., ^ough. tiU that 
day he ha^ joAr& ketaif that tos^ciona oi acijiiii*. . 
nati^aliiielwrire.cioeida^elat theii: e;tpfiice^ yel^ 
firom <»taiiL ii!»egidMitie4 lA tb^iec^^ 
pwyjanily leiolydl tO' dtoshi»fga thfsOf panticto* 
larly^ aa he Iiad i|o tetljHir^o^casion for the«L| and: 
ids MtBmuig:iiien(aAermrfoi»>£^ be o^||i|i^ 
titte a jttsteff gMnmd j^f pfiei^^thaQ my hiffoi^ 

. Gtene^ iriiMeiw. notive he might blT9 fayid 
for wisUng. them oootinued ft . Uttlf^ Umg^ ip th9 
laird's serme^ had sufficieDt tafct to diacover th|it , 
hia iu){iiig.diemilgeet any; fipther at the pfesent . 
momeat, would answer ao other purpose than that ; 
of traaafeRing a portioo of. the laird's. sosptekiQa 
fMmi them to htnoiself. He th^nfopse xeplM^^that 
the laiid waa no doubt theb^t jodge in IMs owiy 
aflBiirS} and he hoped lie would be pfttdoiitQdif 
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Zid for his service bid todoted hnB 4o miffovt a. 
<|ifiisr«Dt ppimofl* As he Jiflfd lettwsrofimperHw? 
to tetum bjT th^m^ he = begged ^hftbt itaprntam' 
ipight be deiayed fer ft siiigle d«y^' liU tbeyiMwiSL 
ready.. To this M^Gulto^h aseeBled; mfi^iQag^hnt 
that he purposed riding over toCaxdoiMisardMi* 
moituag, to receive -H sum ofnoney thai nigbt 
he Deceisaiy^in.tbe setttement. .vi 
;'. It oiayibe proper- to stale, here^ that.. Aagns 
ponaldsoBy^f 5¥hoia tio fartlw notice hlis bM» 
takea since his retumfinHn the bbrder|jMid,id»i 
nog Jiis jouniejr homei entertsSiBed; eeid:aui ' vagine^ 
radefinite suspicions of the etaa^aeler<<>£ Ub tiMek 
ling compsnion^ fipoin the o^^im^Qocis itiilt %mk 
place preTiou$ to, and aftev.the baittW; jkad-finir 
^ dark^ though guarded and m^erieas ifaarta. 
thn>wu«ont by his guide, respecting ;tte idlnqid^ 
of the personage they were in search .e{L JiUi 
on comUniog and arranging ewjMy circumsfanoe 
i^ his. ovm mind; ciune to the condiisiitm.thiit Siv 
David Armstrong was neither moro; nor less theiL 
a border moss-tioopeTi ^rosc»ibidahgr bothrking*' 
doffls: and that thepArty he was fioiidiietifig'iwefe. 
anant thieves^ fleeing from th^t^Mter .of .jils* 
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tice, aod who would be found ready tools for per^' 
petrating aby act of desperate villany.ia which* 
aa unjiriBcipled leader might engage them.-.^'^ 
Nor, 'in firaming jthis sweeping, yet plausible hy«* 
pothms, did faisqaoodam friend, Dngald Graeme, 

T 

escape with unsiog^ wiilgs. Angus's attachment 
to him arose entirely out of the confidence he saw 
placed in him by his master,— and to the skill 
widi which he executed cettain handicraft, and 
menial labours. He saw that Orsme was bask- 
ing in the sunshine of the laird's favour ; and he- 
Gonsideied the acquisition of his friendship, as ne» 
eessary to his own devation ; but although ambi- 
tioiiB of distinction from his superiors, his princi. 
pies 'were pare and uncontamioftted : He had a 
stroiig sense of .moral equity, and would have re- 
coiled with horror from an act of palpable de- 
linquency. ' And with all this, he inherited' 
from nature^ a portion of shrewdness which ena- 
bled him, at a fringte glance, to look deeper into 
the human charadter, tha6 could often be done 
by those who had made the mighty volume their 
almost exclusive study. .Add to this, he was a 
bold^ daring youth, who shrunk from no adven- 
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t«re how perilous soever it might^, be, could it be 
pendered the means of obtaining for him a little 
notoriety. 

. On his first becoming an Inmate of the castle^ he 
was singled out by Dugald, who^ being an adept in 
the science of physiognomy , imagined he discoveF- 
ed a lieitent something in the bold forward manner^ 
and free carriage of the lad, which, under proper 
management, might be the means of training him up 
a&t tool for the sinister purppses he bad in view. 
He tfaereibre arailed himself of the oppoitmiitiea 
afibrded him of doing, from time to time, little acts 
of kindness to Angus, who^ sensible of the distinct 
tion of a person so very high in ' the laird's good 
graces, met his friendly advances with a gratitude 
so sincere, and a heart warmed by all the kindlier 
feelings of his nature, that Dugald with joy dis« 
covered his labours were more than half aiccom** 
plbhed. 

Yet although he treated him with apparent con- 
fidence* he was nevertheless a veteran too deeply 
xead in the school of dissimulation to commit him* 
self, or any of hLsj>lans, to the mercy of Angus, till 
he had; him. more securely ensnared in the meihea 
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of that Dethe was ^eaTing aroand him* As a pre« 
ptratory, or rather iDifiatory step to the profes«» 
sioD, to which he had in hisn]ind''s eye devoted him^ 
be decided on seadiog liim to the border, where, 
00 various pretences, he was to be detained for 
some time, till he bad acquired a taste for the state 
of society, that prevailed in that stormy outline cf 
the kingdom at the period alluded to, and wherc^ to 
a mind so constituted as he knew that of Angna 
to bet, he naturally concluded'that the wild spiritof 
adventure, which often stimulated themoss-txoop* 
ers to deeds of desperate valour, would possess ir* 
resistible charms for him ; and that, once mustered 
in their ranks, he would seek renown, without in- 
vestigating too closely the crimes which led to it. 
This plan was rendered abortive, however, for rea* 
sons with which the reader has already been made 
acquainted. / 

When Angus was sent to the border for a sup- 
ply of mechanics, Dugald did not entertain the 
slightest hope that he would succeed in his mis- 
sion. All he wished was, that he should be placed 
among the retainers of Armstrong, till he should 
have acquired a relish for their way of life, and 
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to be returned when duly qi&Iified, to act tKe jMst 
he had in his nund deyotod him to ; b«t when tb^ 
uaexpectedfltght of tiie border ehki^ and the disper* 
sionof his gang, enabled Angtis tb rel^QD immedi* 
ately with soch aa acqoisilioa Of fittOe, it eAtil»ty 
changed the posture of afikirs. Although he still 
ik»filied t6 fetflon him in his int^vest, yet be bad 
oew eeased to b^ so iadispeosibly neoessaiy to 
the aceomplishinent of his plaiis, as he at onetime 
a^hthave been:^-and although Grseme knew^aad 
was -personally known, to tnOst of the indiyiduab 
ironi the border, yet tbis was a species of recog» 
oitiott both parties were on their guard against mak- 
ing, before jany of the inmates of the cartle, 

Angus, whose suspicions had nbw beeti folly 
roused, both as to the character and objects of 
Grasme and his new associates, was resolved^ with* 
out failing in Jiis attentions to him, to remain on 
the alert, and to.li6 in wait for something that 
might affi)rd:him sufficient grounds for laying the 
whole in a tangible shape brfore bis master. 

Acting on this plan, he so managed, that on se* 

veral occasions he detected Dugald in close diyan 

with one or moi-e of Jiis border associates, but 

F 2. 
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with all his address, he coald never discover the 
subject they were discussing, although the ear- 
nestness of their manner, and the impassiojied ges- 
tures with which their arguments were accom-- 
panted, convinced him the subject was one of vi- 
tal importance. 

He, on one occasion, concealed himself behind 
a wall, as they were apparently in hot altercation, 
and heard one of them say, *< I'll tell thee what 
will happen, Dogald : unless thou carry thy plan 
into efiect, and send for them immediately, .^hey 
will join the Elliots to a man, and then thy whole 
plot faUs to the ground.'^ To this Dugald replied,' 
but in so low a tone that Angus could only make 
out detached worids, such as— ^*^ Cardoness'^ — 
** cross-bow,'* &c. ** But," readied the first orator, 
^* should Dick o'the Hasp miss,''— **< Never fear 
Diok," replied another, ^^ there's ne'er a buck in 
Uttrick could escape his bolt." —.The conirersatioa 
here sunk so low as to be farther inaudible. This 
was on the evening before the laird's projected 
journey to Cardonesa, 
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CHAP. IV. 



And irtUi«re4 Murdi 
Alarmed by his centinel, the Wolf, 
Who howls his watch, — thus with a stealthy pace 
And Tarquin's ravishing strides. 
Toward his design moirea like a ghott. Macbrb. 



On the momiDg of that eventful Sny, Dugald 
was early sent for to the laird^s apartment^ and 
desired to inake oiit an account of the sams each 
was to receiye, that thiey might be settled with 
in the evening, and be ready to set out on their 
return early in the ensuing morning. Tliis he 
promised to do, and was about to depart, when a 
servant announced that Angus Donaldson wished 
to speak to his master in' private. Dngald*8 face 
turned pale as ashes ; he feared he knew not what; 
he gasped for breath, and found himself, as he 
concluded, in thevery jawsof deteclion-^andyet 
there was nothing in the request to have given 
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rise to the slightest portion of alarm. O Conscience^ 
what a white-livered poltroon dost thou convert 
us into, when our actions will not bear the touch 
<^ thy intellectual probe ! 

Angus was desired to walk in, which lie did; 
^d having made his obeisance, stood cap in hand 
without speaking. ^ You solictted an interview,'' 
said the laird ; *< what do you want ?^ Angus, glanc* 
ing his eye at Dugald, replied, ^< we are not alone.** 
"Tut, tut, why all this fuss; it can be only sbme 
trifling request, which it sliall go hard if I do not 
grant thee ; speak out, as I have no time for far- 
ther foolery." Angus thud urged, again turned his 
eyes on Graeme, and twisting his cap into twenty 
shapes, was silent for a minute, till at last, addres« 
sing his master, with much earnestness in hia 
manner, he enquired who accompaiiied him to 
Cardoness. *' That is certainly a very dtmpk 
question,^ replied the laird, ^ to attach so mu^ 
importance to. Indeed, it is a point oT^iquette 
I have never as yet thought on; perhaps I shall 
take a couple of domestics with me ; hast thou 
any wish to be one?'* ** I certainly hate;" re- 
plied Angus ; << and hope, instead of two, you will 
make the number twenty." ** Twenty !" re-echoed 
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tlie lairdy '^ doat thoa intend to coauaence the siege 
in dne form ? What else could Sir Hector think* 
were he to aee me advimciag with an army at my 
heels ?«— Why didst thou not ioclndeentrenchij^g 
tools, and other monitians of war ?^ — ^ Sir Hector 
wiU think nothing on the sobject/' Angus replied^ 
'^as he maochad this momingto join the Knight of 
Lochinvar^ who has summoned all his friends 
and retainers to asust him against some powerful 
border £unily, who have seized on some oflus landa**^ 
^When didst thou receive that intelligence?^' 
enquired the laird. Angus repiiod, that he << hin 
it from a servant of Sunhar of Machremore, who 
had been sent forward to detain Sir Hector till 
las master joined him ; but that the knight had set 
outbeforehisarrivaL^' <^This must havebeensome 
very unexpected call,^ replied the laird > ^^ but as 
he was fully aware of my necessities, he must 
have left the requisite snm with his lady ; so make 
thee ready with all speed, for we will retum to 
dinn^***' 

Augusts embarrassment ^began to subside ; he 
seemed to be goaded on by some occult necessity, 
that he dared not embodv in words — his man* 
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nev became more earaest-^he urged his r^ueA 
witJi BOinothing bordering on petulance, thftt aH 
least ten might be permitted to accompany bim^ 
g^ving^ as part of his reason> the dietiirbed state^of 
tbe country, bands of armed m^ marching to join 
the contending .parties. Here he made a full 
stop^and casting, a withering glance at Graeme,' 
he added, -i^^' and many other causes induce me, 
not only for your safety, but for a)i our safeties, to 
reiterate my request." > 

. The laird ^^'as becoming seriously offended at 
ffis vassal, and replied with anger reddening Ins 
cheekf ^* Go to, thou art abusing our forbeaiance 
imd foi^ettin|r thyself; it doth not become thee to 
^dictate with what state we:dbould travel : either 
get thyself ready lo accompany, us, or at thy op> 
ition stay at home and airather shall take thy place.^' 
Angus was again about to say something, but bis 
master, waving his hand, commanded silence, and 
'he slowly and reluctantly retired. 

During the above conversation, the feelings of 
Dugald would; scarcely have rendered^ him an ob- 
ject of -envy, to a thief at the moment the halter 
was adjusting. about his neck : He saw evidendVy 
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tlidt nothing deterred Angus from impeacfaiog him 
but his being pi^sent ; and, as he was ignorant of 
the extdat of the jouth^s information, or whether 
it rested on surmise alone^ so -was he equally un. 
prepared to meet it, under either of these shapes. 
On Angus retii-ing without bringing any thing like 
« specific charge against him, he began to breathe 
again ; arid 'his spirits recovering something of 
their former tone, ke said, if M KI!ulloch apprehen- 
ded any danger on the short journey, he would 
i;;ladly accompany Jiim, and ev^i order an escort 
of the borderers to ensure h}S safe return. Sotti 
these measures having, as he anticipated, been de- 
clined, the laird setout, accompanied by Angus 
^nd another servant, both well armed. The din- 
ner hour arrived, and no appearance of their re- 
turn; the family became alarmed, iind a messen. 
ger ivas despatched in quest of them. He had 
proceieded but a short distance, when he discover- 
ed Stephen, the second servant, advancing at full 
speed sdone ; — his mind misgave him; — he hailed 
ihe approaching fugitive, and enquired what had 
^happened ;—- the other refined in his panting steed, 
ioid replied, with tears, that their master was 
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murdered, aod lay bleediDg to deat6 about a mile 
farther. ** May every fiend in liell have a claw 
at thy carcase, thou vile poltroon/' roared onl the 
enraged vassal ; — << thy master murdered^ and 
thou there to tell it :— -Who did it ? and how did 
it happen ?•*— Speak this iostant, before I be temp* 
ted to extbguish the feeble spark of vitality thy 
craven fears have left thee/*—" Peace, braggart,'^ 
Stephen replied, in a subdued voice, nor tempt 
me too far ; ^< thou wilt require all that vapounng 
frothy courage of thine before long for a dearer 
purpose, or I am much out in my reckoning. At 
the request of Angus, I put on my plate-jack be* 
low my coat before we set out, as he had some 
suspicions of an attack. When, on passing a small 
patch of underwood, on our return, I heard the 
twang of a cross-bow, — the bolt hissed past me, 
and transfixed our beloved master to the heart, 
who fell, and expired without a groan. I flew to 
his assistance, and raised him up in my arms> 
while Angus drawing his sword, galloped roiAid 
to an opening, where he was saluted with another 
bolt, which rung on his corslet, — and a third 
struck m}' bandalier, which it pierced, and buried 
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its point in my thigb^ where it yet remains* I 
looked into the woods, and may I oerer eat bread 
more^ if I did not see the skirts of the green ga* 
berdine worn by Dick o' the Hasp^ prc^ecting^ 
from behind a tree. At that instant^ Angus called 
out to me to go home and bring a sufficient force 
to have onr master's body removed. As Kirk* 
claugh was no lopger a place for him, he would 
return to Cardoness tiQ his evidence might be 
required, so saying, he turned his horse's head and 
galloped back. Now, what more could I do ?— - 
I was wounded, and could not remove the body 
alone ; nor was I left long in suspense as to what 
was designed me, for, as I stooped to lay it gently 
down, another bolt flashed fire from my steel cap. 
I then mounted, as well as I was able, and here I 
am.^ <( 7)iis ^yiii ]3e terrible news at the castle^ 
Stephen ; — ^who will tell our lady the fate of her 
husband ?" <^ O, Dugaid Grseme, to be sure, if he 
has not made her sensible of it already.'* ** What 
dost thou mean by that insinuation, Stephen?*' 
" I only mean, that if he has not told her, he 
might have done so, as I am much mistaken if he 
had not certain forebodings about biro, of what 
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might probably happen befoi:e we returaed." '^ I 
recommend thee to bridle that tongue of thine, 
Stephen ; for beMeve me, there are more bolts that 
fit the same bow?\ 

' They had by this time reached the oastle, and 
the alarm had spread in every direction* Dagald, 
who was waiting the messenger's retnm at (he 
gate^ on hearing vhe fatal tidings, rushed into the 
hall, and uttering the most piercing cries, pro- 
claimed the catastrophe aloud, denouncing the 
most exemplary vengeance against his master's 
murderers, and, in particular, against Angus, who, 
he asserted, had betrayed him into their hands, 
and then fled to escape the punishment he so well 
deserved. 

« ^ The insinuation is false as helV replied Ste- 
phen ; '* there was not a trustier bondsman with- 
in the castle walls than Angus Donaldson ; and 
had our lamented master taken his coQusel this 
morning, he had nowbeen alive. Had it not been 
for our steel-jacks we had bodibeen sped as well 
as the laird ;— Hsee there is the dint of one bolt 
on my burgonet, and another is still lodged in my 
thigh ; and I am much mistaken, if Angns were 
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here^ if he could not -shiew an eg[ual number of thy 
love tokens some where about him ; however^ let 
me counsel thee, when, thoa sepdeet- Sick o* tbe 
Hasp on a similar errand, ' that thou furnish him 
with another garment than the old green gab^if^ 
dine^ with which we aiie alLso well acquainted.'' 

Pugald was for a moment overawed by the ui^ 
expected retort, and furnished in his i^eroon a ra«e 
illustration of the apothegm, that the most wary 
pedestiian, that ever trode^ the crooked paths of 
guilty still left some invisible clue behind him» 
.whereby his. crimes were made manifest, and 
himself^ like the arch-fiend under the spear of 
Ithuriel, rendered visible in all his native, defor- 
mity . 

As this was a crisis wherein the least evasion 
or sinking of the spirit must have been fatal ito 
. hdm, he qpickly rallied himself, and returned to 
the charge with renovated energy. He made 
the most solemn appeob to heaven in testimony 
of his own innocence, and demanded that Dick 
should be confronted with his accusers. But 
Dick had acted a wiser part for them both; for, 
conscious that he had been seen both by Angus 
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aad Stephen, he Judged it most advisable to re« 
tire to his old haunts for a time, till he witnessed 
the final issue oF Dij^ld's plot. People were 
sent in quest of him in eTerj' direction^ but he 
ivas nowhere to be found. 

The evasion of Dick at this moment carried 
"With it a ^' confirmation, strong as proof of holy 
writ'' that he was the gaiky person ; and Dugald, 
availing himself of this tide of public opinion, and 
glad of. the escape of Dick, as things had turned 
<>ut^ became the loudest of his accusers^ and offer- 
ed the most tempting rewards to any who would 
apprehend him, either dead or alive; aud several 
were despatched in the direction he v?as supposed 
to have taken^ but all returned unsuccessful. 

In the mean time, the lady and Alicia hearing 
' an unnsual noise and bustle in the hall, rushed in 
together to learn what had happened. They be- 
came witnesses of the frantic gestures, and clamorous 
grief of Dugald, who, withqut any delicate pre- 
tsaution, or tender respect S&r the rank or sex of the 
sufferers, gave a frightful detail of the particulars 
of the murder, as they had reached him. The 
death of her husband was all the lady heard of 
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idle tide of ivo€. Recollection forsook her, aud 
she would have fallen on the pavement had not 
the domoBtice caaght her in thdr arms, and she 
was borne to her apartment in a state of insensi- 
4)iUty« The lovely Alicia ^ve vent to the most 
beart-readUig lameotations^ and it was with much 
'4iifficalty she could be prevented from accompany- 
ing the party^ who were sent to bring home her 
■lather's body. 

We shall dwell on the mournful subject no 
farther than may be necessary, just to inform our 
^readers that the remains of MCuUoch of Kirk- 
-claugh were consigned to the tomb of his ibrs- 
^&thiers in the churchyard of Kirkdale, with every 
jionoiir becoming his rank and character, and at- 
tended by a long train of friends and dependents 
who deeply regretted his^oss. His amiable lady, 
being a woman of weak nerves^ and having been 
long itx a declining state of health, never recover- 
ed the shock of Dugald's prematoie declaration, 
but lingered on for about a year or twq, rather 
^taiduring than enjoying life, and having her whole 
thoughts tending towards that haven of rest, 
whither her increasing iiiRnnities were rapidly 
iurrying ht*r. 
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Dagold and his gang stiil coatiaued inmates of 
the castle ;— he had contrived to render himself 
so necessary, that his^ hidy, in her present feebfe 
state, found she could not dispense with his sev^ 
vices, and the others remained till tfaeir ai^esies 
could be paid them, as the laird had been robu 
bed as well as antrdered; .Graeme, however* was 
respectfhl and attentive, and the wcH^cmen coi»- 
tinued under his directions to strengthen and foF- 
tify the castle, till* it was all^but impregnaMe. 

An occurrence- took place about this tim^ 
which filled ' Galloway with mourning and lamen* 
tation. It was formerly hinted that Sir Hector 
M^Culloch of Cardoness had* marched with all 
the forces he could raise to assist the Gordons ef 
Lochinvar, against some powerful border famil5r. 
These were the Glendonwynes, or Glendimdngs 
as they are now called. The cause of the feud, 
was this:-e-The Maxwells of Nithsdale and 
Douglasses of Threave, becoming jealous of the 
increasing power of the Gordons of Lochinvar, 
stirred up the Glendinnings to form a settlement, 
on a portion of territory that had long been claiink- 
ed. by the Gordons. Although that claim hadi 
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Ibem fesifatod (by the. Douglasses, who asserted 

jhata previoas grant had beenimade in'thetrfiu 

Toor by^ Kiugl Robert i Brace; . The. .disputed 

Jeods.lay atong the: eastern banhs of the Ken aM 

'Bee, and at:|»e8ent fonhs.a oqnsiderabie portioii 

jof.the .parishes of . CzvMsmichael and Farton. To 

^n^hfiarpe .their claiiiis.with a show of justice^ the 

iSkndiiuikigs obtained a. charter .of said^laink 

..faoin Douglas of /liireave, Tvith a paomiseof asu 

sistance from bodd theMaxwelia . and him,, should 

their title be^spnted. • Aimed ivith snoh autho- 

latyf and relyiog^ on die support ci these power- 

4iilfamiliesy the Glendinmngs came, and drove the 

.Gordops oat before ' them, taking poasesokm df 

.their kmds and* de8tro3ring their properly. . 

The kni^t of Lochinvar, sensible of his own 
inability to cope with such powerfnl enemies, 
suminoned to his aid all his friends and retainers, 
to enable him to recover his invaded territorjf^ 
/Among. those^ who. joined himfrom the lower dis- 
trict of Galloway, were the Stewarts of GarUes, 
.the Donbars of Msichermore, the. Gordons of 
l|[«ir&d> the.M'Callochs of Barfadm, the knij^ 
« * ' > (jf -, • . .. . 
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qF Cardoneas, the Caraoaa of Ausco, and the Len- 
noxes of FluntoD* 

Nor were the Olettdumiagi idle* They sew 
the storm apfiroacluogy and made eveiyprepaxa- 
tien the emergency rendered necessary, 4u inde- 
pendent, of the two gceat families before o|ention« 
ed, they called in to thair aid the Lord Herries, 
and the tutor of Sombie^ and from the bovder 
4uune a^stroagdivi^imi of Johnstons. With diese 
maforcements they aanraited the Gordons. 

The .battle was fbnght on the banks of a smaM 
jibEfiam that foram the bonndary line between the 
parishes of Crossmichael.andPartoa^ the plaoe to 
this day bearingthe n ime of the Speav-foni, and 
was maintained. widi desperate valour on both 
irides for some time. It ended^ however, in the 
feotal discomfiture of. the Gordons* The knig^ 
of Xiocbimrar being ^lain, as well as the knight of 
Earlstony the kn«gbt of Cardoness, M'CuUoch of 
Bairhohn,. Gordon of Mnirfad, and many others 
ofsiote* . 

' N<Hr.hadthe victoss nuich cause for exoltatuMi, 
as there were slain on their side, Ma^^well of 
Mithsdale, Maxwell of Munches, the chief of the 



ihafch oFiliidjr Kiri9Dlai|||^yiitorUtm4lf weep to 
a:;shid«iv^ lUlBd^fia.bvokeii liefn^ k[airii|g hef , 
ikMgfcter a& inipi»t3QCited. orplM, iitr t)w meircy ^ 
ao unpiiicipkad niffiaiiy i^ :w$$$itm^ witli t}ic| 
laoBl'idjaaatrMiaofmMqiieiioeo tot^ unlb^rMuiaUl 
Aiid%aft At clepmed h^ of her ^o me^ss^r^in^* 

pooled :«dier.«»unad.or48tfitfipo^;«-4bie0^ 
Iwr msrisuMd gi«iDdfii(llier/(G0i^ii of Hwfiid^ 

BOSS being now a minor; and the flowor of bin 
TiaBab and lelaineia baviagiaUea with their bobs- 
ter^ be waa in no conditicMi. to ba^^ made a yigor^ 
ons efiont^bad be &lt ever so muoh disfXMied. 

Indeed, snob a conoatJenation pf oo£Bartiiaate ^^ 
enmatittices fbUowingeachotber in snob rapid su^ 
ccmony might bay^ induced a peripn to bdiev%, 
that the better genius of the misexable orphan ha4 
desevted faer^ and ealisled wa^et.. ibt benAepi of 
BagaldtGr»me. 

Wifiiflglj uifmUdie faai^ Jeft Ikeieaplle, bnA/s^ 

a2 
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known of an asylum to retii<e to ; but where could 
she go ? Lady Cardoness had fled to Kkkcudbeighty 
taking her young son with, her, 3ni. leaving the 
castle in charge of her uncle. ' H^graiidfatberwas 
dead, and his son, being unmarried, live^^ with his 
kinsman for the time at Lodiinvar; no choiee 
th^^efore; remained ifbr hea*9 but stay where she 
was, or seek protciction in. some religious house. 
The latter bekig the only practioabfe alternative 
left her, she gave it much of her -serious atteo*- 
tion, and had even made overtures to the Uack nuns 
at Wigtown for admission into their order, whes 
the wliole was rendered abortive, as will be shewn 

hereafter, 

' During her mother's lifetime, Dugald made the 
most ostentatious display of the deference and re- 
spect he paid to the (lightest oommands of the 
lady. He uev^r ventured on a measure', even of 
the nioi;t trifling nature, without her previous 
sanction — never obtruded his opinion unless soli- 
cited, and when given, it came with such ai fosce 
of reasoning, that it carried every thing before it^ 
He by these means paved the way for that as. 
eendancy, it was his object to obtain oyer the do- 
mestic affairs of the castle. 
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He kept the borderers confitaotly employed. 
He was never satisfied with addisg to the fortifi- 
cations, and extending his lines <^ defence farther 

r 

into the cosntry. He opened up a communica* 
tion with the castle from the beach beneath, through 
^he cavern. He built a harbour, and afterwardsr a 
vessel or two, which he laid safely up in it. And 
when she sometimes objected to the unnecessary 
Sixpence incurred by such formidable preparations, 
he soon sHenced her by exaggerated details of the 
unsettled state of the;Country, and the nec^sity 
th^i^ was f(Hr being prepared for the worst. 
' After her death, however, his conduct uoder^ 
went a radical change. He began to act mbre on 
his own responsibility, became less obsequious in 
his demeanour, and even went the length of dis* 
missing the domestic chaplain without AUcia's 
concurrence, on some trifling pretext ; atfd when 
she remonsti-ated on the impropriety of turn, 
ing away her father^s old tried friend; he assured 
her he had weighty reasons for what he>had done ; 
that father Ja<^per was not to be trusted in these 
perilous times ; and that he would procure one in 
a few days on whom mofe depen^nce >cottld bo 
placed. 



HiimaEtsfqprWMi to kiereiise.tb^gamsoci, whicii 
he did impeve^ptibty^ uddiog^ljoiie^r two stcaU* 
fers to it, till in a short time they out^numbeied 
the fetBineis ef the honae. She agaia reptieseBt.; 
ed the injustice of iatredueiag svofa a ailmber Hf 
suapicioiis pebjlh inta the eacltle widioiit her coii« 
^nrrence.^— Sheinaisted that h^f father's yassabaad 
vetaiaen were ainpiy saffideat fi>f ^ttaeeessdry pax^ 
poses, ^her iii:^6ace or war ;— -tad asattrad htm^ 
that unless the strangers wetie^ sent «fay imiaedi^ 
ately, she would applj to her frfenda fer a feacee 
to expel them. This last threat eldfied up a. savdo- 
nie smile ov^r the granite features^ of Dugald^ which 
instaBtaoeoiidjr settled itown into a Uam^i potten- 
toua inea!Dh%y as he repKed^ *' Lady Alieta, you 
kfltow not what you require :— Hire you yet to te»<& 
thait the Ckffddns at« again drawing ih^r- fotem 
together^ for another atteiapt to eapel thoiiii^ad- 
evs ; add that Arehibald Douglas^ with the^ Lord 
4f Berries and the tutor of Bombiey medkalie an 
irmption into the lower districts* of GalloW^^ fer 
the purpose of giving these in the iirtierest of ihe 
KiightofLoobinvajp^npJioynient at home» Y^ur 
h^ug: a M^Cuitoel^ therefore^ will sAxrd saffieient 
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grounds of quarrel for these warlike chiefs to take 
in your castle, and lay your lands desolate, un* 
less they find you in a situation to repel force by 
force, which, if they discover you to be, they in 
all probability will not disturb you. 

*' Let this answer satisfy you in all time coming, 
that I am actiiig to the best of my judgment for 
your interest and safety ; and believe ne when I 
assure you, I shall always be ready to submit my 
conduct to the investigation of those friends yofu 
t^lk of, whenever they may think proper to call 
for it." 

Silenced, though not convinced, by this spedona 
reasoning, she withdrew to her upartment, hav- 
ing finally resolved to seek some safer retceat 
than the house of her fathers could afford her, en 
the very fii!st opportunity ; and for that pnrpOso,. 
she arranged with father Jasper before his depaiw 
tmre, that he should go to Wigtown, with BaU, 
powers fiK>m her to treat with the abbess for her 
final admissioii into the order* 



««r 
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CHAP. T. 



Clenahon,*^80f Lady Randolphshuosme^— byand'bye 
Vll woo her as the Lion woos his mate. Dcvglas. 



: The crisis of her fate was new approaching. 
She had made no secret of her intention of leaving 
the castle, and Dugald was perfectly aware that 
her carrying that measure into efl^ct, ^ould de- 
prive him of the last shadow of a pretext for re- 
maining behind her. It would have unmasked the 
whole of his plans at once, — an expose he was re- 
solved to avoid, if possible, as he had many jarring 
interests to reconcile before he could finally reach 
the point at which his ambition aimed. He saw 
that no middle course was left him to pursue. — One 
of two extremes offered themselves For his accept- 
tance, and he did not hesitate a moment in mak- 
ing his election. 
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One day, he took occasion to send most of the 
• old ai^d faithful vassals of the house away, ou di- 
vers pretences, into the country, where they would* 
be detained till late. He then caused the draw- 
bridge to be raised, the ramparts to be manned, 
and every thing put into such a state of prepara- 
tion as if he expected an immediate assault. He 
then demanded an audience of Alicia, which be- 
ing granted, he appeared before her with a con- 
siderable portion of apparent alarm depicted on 
his countenance, and informed her, that he had re- 
ceived certain information that the Douglasses, 
with a sitrong force, had invested Cardoness, 
which being weakly garrisoned, would make but 
a feeble defence, and that Kirkclaugh would 
^' be their next object, which, (thanks to his pru- 
«dence and foresight), was prepared to give them 
a ^warmer reception; yet the chances of war 
were at best uncertain, and it was absolutely ne- 
cessary, that before he subjected himself, and the 
brave men who had united their fortunes to his 
on^ the present occasion, to all the miseries of a 
protracted siege, she should confer on him some 
4iiore legitimate grounds for adopting her quar- 
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rel ;— that she had only one method of doing 
thuy which wasy by giving him her hand in mar- 
riage. True, he appeared only in the castle in a 
menial capacity :— he was nevertheless her equal i 
and were the cloud once dissipated that oversha* 
dowed his destinies, he could rank with the proud- 
est ku^ht in Scotland ;: — that she might object 
to the abruptness of this declaration , in reply to 
which he had to offer the urgency oi the case^ 
which left no time for deliberation ; and finally, 
hoped that her good sense would enable her to 
rise above the little trifling coquetries of her seXy 
and do that with a good grace which the safety 
of both rendered indispensible. 

During this addvess^ the unfortunate Aliciii 
was struck dumb with astonishment. She felt that 
she was in the power of an unprincipled ruffian, 
who had gone too far to recede^ and who wo\ild 
permit nothing to arrest his guilty career, till he 
had attained the summit of his wishes. A sense 
of her own helpless condition rushed over her 
mind with such irresistible force, that it carried 
every other feeling before it, when, clasping her 
hands in an agony of despair, she cried, '^ O, that 
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Lhad followed my paraits to the silent grave ! I 
<sbouId then have escaped a fate \vhich would reo- 
4ex deatb^ in its most hideous form, an object of de- 
sire. You n»inuate that a chain of circumstan- 
ces has linked our interests together, and that the 
sacrifice you require is necessary to our mutual 
safety : Hour we come to have any thing in com- 
mon, except the air we breathe, is more than you 
have yet shown : — You came a houseless stranger 
to my father's gates, and was received and cherbh- 
ed, not as a dependent but as a friend, and how 
have you repaid his hospitality ? Dugald Grsme, 
you are foully suspected of having been accessory to 
bis murder. Can I ever become the affianced bride 
of a man over whose head such a horrid suspicion 
hangs, were there even no other objectioa ; but, 
suppose for a moment that it was fully explained 
away, I have others sufficiently powerful to in- 
duce me to prefer the deepest dungeon in the 
castle of Threave, with toads and venomous rep- 
tiles for my companions, to a couch of state and 
silken canopy, on the terms you offer. I again 
repeat, that, with such feelings, we can have no 
^communion of interests ; leave me therefore to my 
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fate, I eutreat— nay, commaiid you, as no evil can 
Overtake me of sach a disastrous character as re-» ' 
maining here under your protection ; or, should 
you avail yourself of the power which the mis- * 
fortunes of my father's house has placed in your* 
hands, at least permit me to retire to a place 
inore beseeming my character, and There offer you ' 
the castle and all it contains as the price of my 
safety.'* At last, overcome by the agony of her 
feelings, she sat down and wept bitterly. 

During this address, Graeme became sensible ' 
that he had over-rated his influence over her, and - 
that from intimidation he had nothing to expect*' 
When, with all the piide of conscious virtue, she 
stood erect before him, the fire of indignation 
flashing from her eyes, and the blood of her fore- 
fathers mantling over her beautiful face, all villain ' 
as he was, he felt the force and dignity of her ap- ' 
peal, and the half formed wish almost escaped 
him, that he had been worthy of her. 

If at the moment he felt any compunction for 
the infamous part he was acting, it was but of 

f 

short duration ; for, curling up his lip into some- 
thing he meant should pass for a smile, and with 
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all the sdiS-ppsseseion he was master of, he in ft 
tone of irony, replied^—-'* Beshrew me^ hidy^ 
bat Demosthenes was a fool— -a drivelling idiot*— 
to choose the tempest for his schoolmaster^ and 
the waves for his audience^ when bis oratoml 
qualifications would have been subjected to a se- 
verer testy had he tried to out-rail a woman ! I 
have little leisure for the sharp encounter of a 
wordy war ; nor can I see any possible good like* 
ly to result to either of us by its being protracted 
much longer. I shall, therefore, content myself 
with simply inforaiing you^ that in one hour 1 
shall expect you at the altar, where every thing 
shall be ready for the performance of the nuptial 
ceremony ; and althoogh your cheerful compliance 
* may create an interest in your favour at some fu- 
ture period, yet your refusal wffl neither alter my 
plans nor protract yonr fate a single moment.— « 
One word more and I am done :«-Yoa hinted 
something about certain prepossessions you en- 
tertained in favour of a dungeon, with toads and 
lizards for your visiting acquaintances. Believe 
me, lady, when I assure you, that you shall ever 
Snd me so much disposed to indulge your every 
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wiab| particabirly when it is. so iFery reatioiuMe^ 
that^ should you contioue in the saone way o£ 
thinkiDg fortwenty-foitfkoors^-^cifeumstance^. 
bj the bye, not very likdy to hsppeoi, it shall go^ 
hardy indeed, if I do not find youaccommodationa 
so mach to yoor liking, without iravelling so faa 
as Threave for them." So saying, he left the 
room^ using the pEecaution of securing the door 
behind him. 

True to his appointed time, GcsaDOie retiiraed^ 
He found Alicia on her knees^ suppUcatiog thfii: 
mercy of heaven, and deplonng the fiite that %^ 
waited her. She shrunk from hia embrace \ mid 
grasped, with convulsive energy^ the crucifix be» 
fore which she had humbled hersotf.. He torn 
the sacred symbol firom her arms, and dashed \k ' 
in fragments on the floor. Let us pursue th^- boiM 
rid detail no farther. The eventful day ck^ed 
in on a scene of more unblushing outsragie than 
ever darkened the |»age of history \ and th^ mom- 
ing.sun witnessed the unfoctunateorpban the qqsI 
miserable of hjiman beings. 

From that aay forward pi^^ce neiKcir virited her 
besom more. She seldom left her apartmeitt^aAM^ 



A TALE OF CRt/GGLETOlf CASTLE. Ill 

\^m never pcii^itted to wander fae^'ond xhm pie* 
cinot^ of the caf$tle, unless aficompanled hy some 
of her ravisber's qreatures. She never mtemied* 
died 10 any domestic concern, but left evcoy thing 
to the .arw^igement of those placed about her* 
She seemed to take as little interest in the aC* 
£aii» of the world^ as if she had been an inhafai*^ 
taot of another planetf dropt on it by accidents 
In short, she seemed to be fast descending to 
thftt .grave daaQ had incessantly prayed for, from 
the day. she first called the ruffian, Graeme, her 

husbend* 

Dugald having succeeded in his plans^ even be* 
ypnd l^fi most sanguine expectations, soon threw 
a$ide the ma^k which he found it no longer ne- 
c^ssary to wear. He possessed « eastle whose 
strength might have *^ lauded a siege to scorn ;'^ 
and he had garrisoned it by frequent levies from 
those hordes of outlaws that infested the borders 
of the kingdom — men nursed in hbod, and rear- 
ed amidst scenes of {dunder and assassination.— 
The history .of their lives wonld have been a libel 
oa their species* 

He Qominfifl^edi thereCocet Jus system of ope. 
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sationsy and soon laid the whole district under eon^ 
tribution. The poorer classes were glad to purchase 
from him a precarious protection, or rather for-' 
bearance, wUle the more powerfol banded to-' 
gether for mutual guarantee; He built a number 
of small vessels, and made several descents on the 
opposite shores' of the bay, plundering the coun- 
try, and putting all to deaths without mercy who* 
resisted him« — From these expeditions he often 
returned Iq^en with spoil ; and they ansVinered ther 
two-fold purpose of enriching him, and tnuhing 
up his banditti to be equally expert on sea as o» 
land. 

Six years had now elapsed since Alicia's mU 
serable union, if union it ought to have been called,^ 
where there was nothing but compunction said- 
horror on the one side, and Imfeeling violence on 
the other^ She bore Graeme one daughter^ who was 
now in. her fourth year. Her birdi seemed to have 
kindled in the withered bosom of Alicia some little 
relish for life. The feelings of a parent fell on her 
soul like the dew of heaven on the parched rose- 
bud. She awokepartiallyfrom that mental slumber 
beneath, which her energies were fast Making, to 
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a jsi^Dse of the new duties she was called on to 
perform ; and the very effort seemed for a time 
toL have arrested the uplifted dart of the King of 
Terrors, 

It has already been stated, that she took no inter • 
est in the temporalities of the castle, nor did she 
ever mingle in either social or friendly intercourse 
with any of its inmates. The two female attend- 
ants were permitted to remain with her^ as Graeme 
had no object in removing them, and her time 
seemed to have been equally divided between her 
maternal and reh'gious duties* She had fitted up 
a small oratory in one of the turrets, and here she 
retired as often as she could detach herself from 
her infant, and poured out her sorrows at the foot- 
stool of him, who has promised to be •< the orphan's, 
stay." 

, Father Gregory,, the unworthy successor of the 
good old Jasper, was the exact counterpart of the 
Friar Tuck of Robin-hpod : — ^he had stabbed' an 

Elliot, in a brawl on a recent occasion, and fled 
from the vengeance of his friends to the protec* 
tion of his old moss*trooping companion, Dugald 

Qrasme. He was a valuable acquisition to the iui* 

H 
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mates of the castle, as independent of his :profe9- 
Bional utility^ there was not one who assumed the 
jadL tnd spearwiih more alacrity ivhen apr^ was 
to be driven ;— add to which, he knew something 
of leech«crafr, played on the rebeck, and couM 
have emptied « -flagon with the heat of them. He 
made several inefibctufll attempts to establish him- 
self in ihe good graces of Alicia ; first, by ten- 
delving fab assistance in directing her devotions, 
and Afterwards by contributing to her amusement^ 
either by his musicid or other rare talents ; but 
she met his advances with the most freezing dis- 
dain, and declined his services in .either of fais 
two-ibfd characters of ecclesiastic or bnfibon— she 
still bearing in mind the unworthy part he had 
acted on the day of her undoing. Piqued at her 
repulsive manner, he said one day to Graeme, ^ By 
Ae spear tif-Sikint.'Goliah, Dngald, the prepanu 
fions bf thy ^ WJy lore** for her cdeatial journey 
ate on f he most extensive flcale:— hast thou any 
notion when shesets out ?*' Graeme, fixing^isiiaik 
fUH eye tm4iim, replied in his fbrmal, laconic 
manoer, ^that lis a subject in which I am deter* 
nhied'not to intevferei nor must j^ott." T4iis was 
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-perteotly ttodeistood^ skad the dis^iMsIon wfts of- 
fered to drop, nor w» it ener fugAn ttmxmei, 

AUhottgb the hinh of }ktt ihtiglMer, aitd the 
iHsyberfial ABttlm sk^ivM in cotoMqnenee thei^ 
called on to perfonn, deemed' for a time ta have 
arrestee^ tbe progress of diitease, yet tbe ev3 tras 
too deeplj rooted in tbe r ce e s s c s of bev bosom, 
ever to be er^icated. She felt that her days^rere 
iniQfbei«d, a&dshe fcuted the hotir of her approach- 
kig departure with joy, bordering on rapt are. One 
ilMg only preyed on her mind, and became to 
hat the somte ofmnebaneasiisess, as well as deep 
sefieetion— -thi» tFas tbe&le of her infant after her 
deadly She witlied it removed from this den of 
ifiiainy, and jj^aoed where ka moral and reUgiona 
tdiiieation would be attended to. For this purposer 
she preferred ft petition to Dugal^ that he woul^ 
peamit her to> appfy to either the lady of Cardo- 
fless, ot the abbess of the black nnns at Wigtown, 
ta> take the infimt Enphenria under' their protec 
tion. She painted the impropriety of her remain- 
ing where she was, with all the fbrce of reason- 
it^ she cooldeomnifind';-^8he g^itly reminded him 

of its b#iiig tht only ftrour she htid^eter solicited^ 

h2 
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firom biiUi and that he was equally interested in 
the child's welfare with hersdf. 
r Graeme heard her to an end with impatience,' and 
sternly commanding > her to be sQenton the sub- 
ject in all time coming, informed her that his inind 
was finally made up as to the matter under dis- 
cussion ;-^tbat he considered bimsdf fully compe-. 
tent to the discharge of every requisite duty, with- 
out calling in the assistance of Lady Cardoiiess, or 
any other lady whatever ; — that his views respect- 
ing female education happening to be in direct ojp- 
position to her's, he was resolved to give his own 
the preference, particularly as they appeared better 
calculated for the class of society she was likely 
to mingle in, than all the superficial embellish^ 
ments that could be engrafted on her. After this 
explicit declaration, the heart-broken Alicia never 
resumed the subject oiore; — ^indeed, her health.de- 
clined so rapidly, that it became evident to those 
about her, she could, not linger an inhabitant of 
this vale of sorrow much longer. 

It might naturally have been expected, that bad 
Qndxx^e possessed one kindly feeling in his bosom, 
he would have given vent to it on the present oc« 
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casioD, when he beheld the victifa of his unbiid* 
led passions smking into a prematnre grave. Had 
any doubt remained on the subject^ however^ his 
condnct on the morning of her demise, set th6 
quealion at rest. For as soon as he heard of her 
death, he left the castle on a predatory excar- 
sion with a division of his gang, and did not re- 
turn till after the funeral was over. 

As soon as the little Euphemia^ whom he con- 
stantly, addressed by the familiar name of £ppie, 
.had attained her tenth year^ he commenced his 
'System, of education. Nothing was ever to be 
seen in her hands bnt mimic implements of war ; 
and his whole leisure was emjdoyed in teaching 
her how to use them with address. She in a few 
years made ^o much progress under the tuition of 
this best of fathers, particularly in archery, that 
before she was eighteen^ she had been permitted 
to accompany him in some of his expeditions, 
wherein she gave proofs of the most undaunted 
courage, setting an example of intrepidity to his 
veteran troops, and adding a quickness and fore- 
sight in emergencies which often put to the blnsh 
the judgment of riper years. After she had for 



mam tiiue hem the coBstaiit flsaodata of liis §aag^ 
fibaring, aod lofitea oosiouuidiogt in fldfaitaraB 
frpiught wMli perils ber feeiuigB began to ^ assttoie 
% kigk^T ton^-v-^he became at ence fienoe, tread»> 
iBfOVM and FiodiciiTe^ with passions that beslnd 
tb» whirlwinia, and alike mifettered bjr 0Bper« 
atkipii and unawed by principle; she set no 
bounds to th^ gratification ;-i-4uid to all tbidy 
j»he added a cunningi that might almost kave de- 
faeived the enemy of mankind. When she had s 
favourite object in view, not attainable by open 
force, there was not a virtue under heaven, whose 
fieinblance she could not have borne till her pnr- 
l^se was obtained; and the next instant have 
f tood forth the fiend confi»sed, in all her native 
deforauty of chnracter. 

Among her father's bands there were many as- 
pirants for the liand of this Gallovidian Tfaales- 
triSf in marriage, and even some who, presuming 
nn foroser services, demanded it from Dugald 
m their right. On these occasions, he set the 
matter at rest, by informing them, that Eppie had 
4ul;ie9 to perform altogether incompatible with 
thim of domestic life ;->^that this arose out of the 




peculuirity of bia atnation, as he^ having no son 
to sacoeed him, had felt the necessity of trainiog 
up his daughter in a manner that would enable 
her to supply the phce of one at his death* It 
was self-evident, tbeiefore, that a woman bom 
to command all^ must forfeit all title to that com- 
mand whmx she bectDe the eaEohwre property of 
one; and he ^vas determined that for these 
sons^ she should never many* . 



120 THE STAMSARD OF DLNHA'OK ; 



CHAP. V. 



** Sehir Jamie laye doune be the qubyte sefaem, 
He fell aaleipe^ an he dremit ane dreime» 
An* he saw ane schippe, decket wi* streimirs gaie, 
Plowen slang yat waterie ley, 
An* ane steil-clade Knichte on ye decke yid stand, 
An* ane flickerin swarde in his dexter hande." 



RoMANCc OF Kino Jamie 1, 



Let us now retarn to Cruggleton, where aflPairs at 
the Castle demaod our immediate presence. Ro- 
nald Kerlie, the only surviving son of the, vener- 
able and respectable Sir Eneas* was a youth of great 
personal prowess^ and had on several occasions 
distinguished himself in the field. A feud had 
existed for many years^ between the Kerlies of 
Cruggleton and a Sir . Arthur Featherstone^ a 
powerful chief, who possessed an extensive do- 
main in Cumberland. Respecting the origin of 
^his quarreli no cause has been assigned, nor caa 
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-tiiiy thing farther be gathered at this remote period 
of timO) than that acts of mutual spoliation had 
fi«queiitly taken place betwixt them^ in all of 
wlricb, Ronald conducted himself with so much 
sprite as to call forth the approbation of bis 
-friends^ who looked forward to the period, when, 
under his sole command, they were to make the 
baronial towers ot the Featherstones tremble to 
their foundation. 

' His parents had frequently assailed him on the 
subject of marriage, and were most solicitous that 
he should make an election, as there were few 
families in the neighbourhood who would not haye 
been proud of his alliance. On these occasions he 
stiidiously evaded giytng a direct answer, and- ap- 
peared most anxious to change the subject. His 
parents became alarmed, lest he should haVe for- 
med some connection he dared not avow ; and 
were most urgent that he would pay his addresses 
to a young lady they pointed out, whose rank, 
beauty, and accomplishments were unexception* 
able. His father took occasion one day to press 
'the question so home to him, that he could no 
longer evade giving a direct answer. He at last 
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Mkaowledgedy tkat his decUniog the many alluui- 
CC0 propoMd to kiai» did not aoA cotJler fieelt ai^ 
ftpulhyp or pcevioqs eogafeaient oa kis f»t» but 
WI0 the resfttlt ofn ringnht amd myilerioiuhdrcainL 
he luA, and tpluchhad been $o fraqaoiUy v^det- 
ed» tliat hdeeuld not help feoeiirulgit Ma ^ aupeiw 
iiatBf«l foUciCiflg.*' 

He dreamed that he waa kAedtag beibre tfafe 
high altar in Saint Niniaa's Church, in Whithort^ 
when a peal of thunder aheok the hense te its 
foondadoflUsh-^tfae domeifascleft asunder, and an 
aiped man of a aest Tenesable aspect, descended 
and stood befine htm ; his long flemag bc8i«l fcasig 
down to hi» nitdflc^ a pilgniii's mantle waa flung 
orer his shoulden, hsMrtng a white oross on its 
bctaast ; he had sandak on his feet,a naked sweed in 
bis right haad^ and a pennon fmfed upon its staff 
in his left* He addressed him most courteona* 
ly, and taking off hts mantlei threw it over bin. 
He next delivered the sword and the peaBon in4 
t» bai baads^ and said, ^ now go, and fiilfil yoav 
destiny ^ the pennon will £rect yeu whither.'* 

At that instant it unrarled itself, and fioatod a- 
way down the transept, as if boarne on the wings^ 



^ Atriii^9t As itslivge \pliine9 wore flii$li- 
i^g ofrer U», be mudtho woid Ukealtm, ia Wii- 
Z4pig€)biimc;ter8 0ajt9e€&to»» Tbe.oldaMiawfVfu 
0d bis bandi and the ii^ele sc^ie 4blippettred, 

^Rmiatd uow AHmd-fauaedf fltesi4u)g «Q tbe bleff 
lieady whkb fei49s the most seutliero proemitefjref 
ibe peainsula s^-be heaix} the sea IpIUog, «iid dadi- 
iog its wayes against the base of the pveoipce on 
ivbieh be atoed ; here he bebeU the whole ISMe ef 
the.pcean covered with diips, asifaniotermiiiable 
lio^B. badf beea pagsiog in eo^leiis leview befoie \mk% 
thi^ dMu applied tQ be €pnowd0d with mned 
3uii£^t%^baying^iai>t]€s of dieideotiicat fixvi aa duit 
be woi^ aod a p^iuoQ of the aame deacnpt^ 
trembled likea meteor from the mast of qieh vessel* 
They beckoned faim to joia them, aad eourteoasly 
waved faini forward with their hands; yet tfaey nei- 
ther shortened- say, nor sent a boat to bring him 
off* He &k such agony at th^ chance of being left 
behind^ thaet his struggles awoke him«. 

He stated, that he bad many repetitions of tbe 
same dresmij with this difTerence^ that the old man^ 
instead of the mild benevolent countenance h^ b<»ia 
^n their £ist interview^ bad latterly assumed one 
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of Stern severity ; th&t ^e had reproved him for 
not obeying his first call, and thieat^iled sblne 
•great misfortimey should he hesitate any l6nger# 
After giving^ he said, the sdbject every consider* 
ation, he could not help receiving it as a divine 
•intimation, that he should take the cross, and go 
to the holy land, which, with his father's permis- 
sion, he wa9 resolved to do ; and as M'Dowall ^ 
Logan was preparing a force to join the great ar- 
mament of Christian knights, who were to rendezl 
vous at Sicily, and afterwards to proceed under the 
command of the Prince of Baden, to relieve As- 
calon, then besieged by Soliman the Great, he 
earnestly begged he might be permitted to accom- 
pany him. 

Although this request rung like a peal of jar* 
ring discord within the castle walls, and though 
his parents were inconsolable, they having no o* 
ther son, as has been said, yet such was the gross 
superstition of the age, that refusing his petition 
would have been considiered as little better than 
open contempt of the Divine command — nay, 
would have subjected them to the highest eccle-- 
nastical ceasure. They therefore* gave a reluc- 
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tant consent, and Ronald, taking six attendants 
widi him, joined the expedition, which sailed im- 
mediately for some port in France, where, having 
landed, they crossed the Alps, and travelling to- 
Naples^ embarked for Sicily. 
• It forms no part of onr plan to follow these in- 
trepid, thovgh misled champions of the cross,. 
Uiroligh'all the unfortunate yitissitndes of an east- 
ern campaign; Ascalon w&s relieved, but at a 
price which paralysed their efforts for years to 
come'; and what added to their misfortunes, dis- 
isensions broke out in their camp. This was only 
the natural consequence of so matiy leaders, an^ 
so many conflicting interests to contend against. 
The Prince, considering himself treated with ne- 
glect, although he brought the only efficient rein- 
forcement they received, retired in disgust to 
Acre, fipom whence he embarked for Toulou', 
where his army broke up, each divisi'oti msurch- 
ing for its native country. 
- Ronald, now Sir Ronald, (he havingbeenknight- 
ed under the walls of Ascalon, ibr some gallant ex* 
ploit he performed,) on ^ march through the inte* 
rior of France, with the division to whicK he be* 
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longed^ bduig a IktW in sulvaace ot bia pMrty^ 
alanm^bythe csiestf 8onepeEio<^iikdktveM. He» 
mshed forwgi^j sword in hwi^ w»A ^oeveied m 
lady of exqaiftite beaiifey in the gripe ^ twQ ftfio** 
cious looking freebooters, who \f ere dnngfing ber 
iotio the fef c(9tf apparently Amp the worst of paiw 
poses. He spuvred bis horse forwald^ dad uri^ 
a ttiigle blow, laid one of tbeia at- Us leet, w4iei< 
the other fled, leaving the lady in a swoon* Tihf 
ma t<> a netghbouriag teook for w«ler,witb whn^b 
he bathed her templed ; and w^ben ski> «eeoiFei!sd^ 
he gave her every a89«ESi»(^e of m^kty, tclling her 
who be ^yas, and that he wss wHhia bail of 
the divisioii to which he beloog^d^ who would 
aflford her a safe escort to whatever place she 
might eboose^ She tfaaaked him laost eourte^ 
ously for the timely assistaoee be had affiwded 
her, and infomied him, that she had teft her fa- 
ther's castle oa a visit of a few miles, attended by 
only two servants, when they were attacked bjr 
hsva&ti^ th^t berservants hadfied on tdbb fiffsCa- 
lam, leaving her at their mercy ; and Ibat wfaib 
one part of tbeni T^ent in porsttit ef tbe fiigitives^- 
tw9 of their nmaber «ere ^patched to eottduotf 



X 
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hmtoji^irmitmiif vAmse she bad evciy thiiig to 
di«sM) froamnfohruffiaost Tbe txocfiB bt ing imW 
come up. Sir Ronald informed them of his adsreui* 
tiire, OP wbkh tke cooUBander sug^efiied the pio- 
pm^ ff Icairing iw ambaisoede in the Aaeatf 
v/hMkm^ surpnse them sn %hfix rttam^ mid 
^m be Uie I»mi3 irf freeing «iie ceomry from 
ancdi n fiiitsiaiee. This being deoe^ the remainder 
l^r^eeeded with the lady to her father's castle^ 
where tfiey were received, mA treated with die 
gpieabeat kiiidiies$^ ]»otb 9» acci^wat of ihe aerriee 
vbjeb had been sendored his daii^^liter, and be*, 
cunaa the eld Count hM hma « Koight of ihm 
Crosa faimaalC Tbs party, left m the forest, seoo 
joined tbem^ hwiag sorpmed the robb^ s, all of 
vfhsm Uiey pot to the ssm^f aa4 fowid imiiienBe 
VoQfiy in tibebr cavern. 

S^iry speeiep of anvsement was resorted to^ in 
ordor tO'detain the knights a Jittie longer,— naugh- 
ty hunting matohes^ s^ndid tournammitSy and c^ 
vfiiry otheir piinicely spent, thai shed a loyef fanr* 
bom imdiaoc^ over 4he gloomy agea of damirjg 
im att of irhioh Sir Ronald shone pie^^nineBt f 
and yrbat al^olatod htm up 4o. auch gallant e& 
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forts was^ that he had now a Intimate object ie* 
▼iew^ to the attaiameot of which ^me was uecesK- 
sary. 

If the beauty of Rosabella had made an im-» 
pression on Sir Ronald at their first interview^ 
never to be eradicated, how mast he have beende^ 
Kghted to discover that external beauty was the 
least of her qualifications, her mind being richly 
stored with all the learning and all the elegance of 
the age in which she lived. He felt that his fu^ 
ture happiness mnst depend on the reception his 
addresses should meet with ; and akhodghy at their 
several stolen intervieWs, she had given him no 
cause to despair, yet it was some time before he 
'eould obtain permission to apply to her father. 
This, however, having at last been granted, pro<» 
posals were made in due form, and after a hopt of 
inqaiiries and explanations, were accepted^ and the 
nuptials were solemnized in a manner becoming 
the rank and dignity of the parties. 

At length, however, the hour of separation^ ap^ 
preached, and many tears were shed, as the love^ 
Ly Rosabella made preparations for following her 
husband to his native land. They reached Calais 
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in safety^ from ^heiuse embark'mg for Scotlaiiid^ 
dv^ ivere landed at the Isle of Whithorn, viHbere 
die knights, taking a •coorteous leave of each o« 
tfaer, departed to their respective castles. 

We shall, as in dttty bound, foltow Sir Ronald 
to Cruggleton, where his nrrival was no sooner 
known, than the ^hole inhabitants became wild 
wfth joy. His aged parents hailed his return with 
rapture, blessing God for his safety ; and his 
blooming bride m6t with such a warm and friend* 
]f reception from them, as left 4ier little cause for 
regrettiBg her l)ek>ved France. 

' Two short years flitted away on gossamer pt- 

mens, and the young knight and hiis lovely Ro- 

sgbella enjoyed as much unalloyed happiness as 

ever fell to the lot of mortals in this sublunary state 

-of being. 

. Snt nothing is stable in this land of shadows. 
Tliough the tide of time rolls forward with a re- 
sistless current, yet while on one day a single 
strawonly is seen buoyant on its rippling wave, 
tbe next, it bears the wreck of a nation, dashing 
amidst its turbid whirlpools. This truth was ex« 
<em{£fied at Croggleton) around whose battlements 
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the olpud^ of iiiififf»vM^)9 b^gMi to cburkep. The 
0I4 kni^i|t| whose lifialUi bud lieea long on tinedom 
Oli^e, pai4 the deht to nfttnve, and wu gathtcoi 
to his fatbero ia th^ cbwohryasd of Cbraggleton ; 
^ ^abte coaaprt followed him in a few months, 
leaviqg Sir B.on$ld eofe hoir tndxepseaentaliTe of 
their hoQQurablo house* Bo had one rister^ irho. 
wm his soBior hy a few yeaiB» and who on the 
death of her paient, wiahed to retire to a r^igions' 
house, but was prevailed on by b^ brother to lek 
i^ain in the pastle* One thing preyed alike on 
the minds of the knight and his amiable consort ; . 
they hitherto had no duldren. AgreeaUy to the 
sc^perati^n ^f the tiuies, many piigriniages had 
I)een pcvfoqned, and many Todveobltttioas Boade, 
and ve^s ofib|<^ up at the shrine of St Ringan, 
but all to no purpose, 

4>ft^ a lapse of some time, however, his bloom- 
ing hfilpp^te was discovered to be in the nsay which 
*^ ladies wish to be who l«ve their lords.^ This 
news, as mght well he expected, apresid a beam of 
joy over every conntenaoee in the castle ; her 
health was wi^tefaed over with the mostunremltling 
c^j^and ^^ the wiodsof heaven were tDhidden iC they 
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wayed ber smmy lockti on ker ivory lieck.*^ ^Ait 
lust Ae critical fiMMasnit mrived^. for whicb evetjr 
pK|)Bration ha>d been made oatlM most Hbetsd 
•cate;-^~b«twby dwdl^th.moimiMs.b. 
JBct anjr longer tbaa maybe necessaryP-^it evldetf- 
des Ao smsdl portion of mental caHlosity on tbe part 
ofanautiioT, to linger ovei* bis catastrophe till be 
can send it fbttb lad^ with preliminary faorrord. 
We, gentle- reader^ whose feelings^ happen to be 
cast ia & softer mould, bave from oiir infancy np. 
wards^ entevtained- a rooted aversion dgainst every 
padsion which tended to clothe the &ceof beauty 
in the drapery of woe, and fasrre often, in the day. 
dneams of oor chSdfaeod, wished for soverdgkv 
power, for tbe exclusive putposie of driving paitt 
and sorrow, like tbe seape-goat of the Israelites, to 
the wiUemes^, laden with the sins andctirs^of the 
nation on its bead* Itreinfuns Only theteforerto 
be toldy that Lady Rosabella died in giving 
biJrt^b to an heir to the castle and domains of 
Cniggletotf. 

The funetal solemnities were conducted in a 
maimer becoming the rank and character of the 
parties, atid fer a period, the knrgbt appealed 
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iacoiiflolable ; yet time, which wears off the ragged 
asperities of our pAssioas, gradually shed itssodth- 
ing influence over his bosom ; reflectidnrtangfat him 
that he had duties to fulfil, altogether inconsistent 
with the enervating indulgence to which he had 
given way. He roused himself from this mental 
lethargy—- this slumber of the soul, in which his 
energies were sunk, and once more busied himself 
in the concerns of the world. 

His infant, too, beoame no mean auxiliary to the 
bald itmerant J iudetsuching him &om the bitterness 
of his sorrows. It .in a short time appeared to 
be the almost exclusive object of his regard, and 
gave an early promise of becoming every thing a 
fond parent could wbh* His sister, on whopi the 
whole management of his domestic concerns now 
devolved, shewed herself ,to be well qualified for 
the task imposed on her ; and the worthy old fa- 
ther Jasper, after hb expulsion from Kirkc^laugh, 
being recommended by the prior of Whithorn, was 
received as domestic chaplain, and soon rendered 
himself -an universal favourite with the whole 
family. Days and years thus passed away at 
Cruggleton^ and if Sir Ronald was not again 
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happy, he was tranqail. As he was still youngs 
several inejGTectual attempts were made to lure him 
into a second marriage ; but when urged on the 
subject, his constant reply was, that his a£fec. 
tions were for ever buried in the grave of Rosabel- 
la, and that nothing was left him but parental 
solicitude and paternal duty« 
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CHAP. VI. 



" T caniiA tell a,' I caniiA lell a* ; 

Some gat a skelp, and some gat a claw 

But they gart the Featheratones bad their jaw, 

Nickolaiid Alickao'a's 

Some gat hurt, and some gat nane, 

Some had harness, and some gat stane.* 

Old Border Ballad. 



AixAN K£RLic was now in his eighteenth year, 
and if our legendary information is to be relied on^ 
he shone a paragon of manly beattty and knight- 
ly accomplishments. He was the darling of his 
doating father, and the pride of the whole power- 
ful sept to which he belonged. 

The feud betwixt Sir Ronald and the Feather, 
stones, which for many causes, had been permit- 
ted to slumber for years, by some accident was 
blown into a flame, and at this period burnt 
fiercer than ever. The Featheratones had recent- 
ly made a descent on the lands of Croggleton, 
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rAere they destroyed a few hbosefty eanyimg off 
the cattle that came in tfaeorway^ and tteve gMtty- 
cf some acts of barbirons cnehy, whidt, fadng 
deeply felt by the ksig^^ lie jresolved tmnAti^Mim 
OD them vdth intnest. He madelns attnngimiits 
with such secrecy, that the Featbenitioiies weM 
taken entirely off their ga»d$ their pisicipal 
castle &H into his hands by surprise, which after 
plnnderiogy he burnt to the gioaa^ and then re«- 
tired with an unmease booty, h»f ing saslaiaed 
Uttk or no loss. . 

The Featherstanes,. iod^^nt at their recent 
disaster^ and bming for lereai^, sesclved on nom 
thing less than the total extivpatictt of the Kier^ 
lies ; and that their meeaur might be in soase mea- 
auie oommensBiato to ihc objgct they had in yfum, 
they caBcd into rtiieirs^^lte'Caldows and tfae 
Bixons, two powciial finrnfies on the baidu of 
the ]>6inviGnW-4befeirea made on&etaxeB to JDo- 
gald Graeaie for his co-ofkeinliion^ 

OrsBRRiis^-sH^artiDg ttodi^ the inflictino of some 
fecent oastigatiim he had reeeif^ froib tbe 
knight <^ Craggleton, readily entefod into tlwir 
measure.8, and^engaged to eflfeel a diversion ki their 
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hwowt, with bis vrbole disposable force^ as soon 
as die Gombified fleet appeared, in the bay. 

^ Beuald, no ways adarmed at their formida* 
Ue* preparations^ of which he soon obtained in-o 
telligenee^ summoned to his assistance the-M^Dow>» 
alls of Logan, the M^GiiUochs of Merton, the 
Diuibars of Moehmmi and a few more of his 
brother knights of the cross, and with these he 
fearlessly awaited their coming; That he might 
not be taken by smpxise^ however, he ordered 
one of the stoutest and swiftest vessels that he had^ 
to-be well manned, and to cruise midrcfaannel.over, 
and, by some means^ tiy ta ascertain the state of 
forwardness in which the enemy's fleets were^ and 
the probable time of; their sailing,, but with exi- 
pre88<»ders not to appoach the shore too nearly^ 
Of Ah vessel, Allan: begged so hard to have the 
oommand, diat his father, unable tojresist his im- 
portunity, gave a reluctant consent,, on his giving 
a solemn promise that he would obey theinstruct- 
tions of an experienced seaman, sent with him 
£or the pinpose* : Guarded with these precaiK 
tkms, the vessel.sailed^ and returned in a day or 
two, witbout having made any discovery wontli 
noticing. 
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This voyage was not (indeed it could not be), 
uade so secretly as to escape observation^ both 
from Camberland and Kirkclaugh ; and both be- 
ing perfectly aware of the objeet she had in view^ 
bad, as if by a simnltaneous compact, resolved on 
her captivity. For this purpose, Eppie was di- 
rected by her father to have three vessels ia 
readiness to put to sea at a moment's notice, to in- 
tercept her^ should she again venture out. The 
Featherstones had an equal number ready to slip 
and pursue her^ should she again appear on their 
coast. 

Altogether unconscious of their danger^ the 
Kerlies put to sea the ensuing day, and had 
scarcely cleared the land when a terrible storm 
overtook them ; the wind blew a perfect hurri- 
cane, and their vessel, after several ineffectual at- 
tempts to regain the harbour, was finally driven 
out of the bay, and was ultimately so fortunate as 
to obtain shelter in a haven in the Isle of Man, 
m a very disabled condition, 

Eppie Graeme no sooner discovered them fair- 
ly at sea, than she loosed after them, and having 
the advantage of the wind, threw herself between ' 
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Aem and the laad^ by which means she cut oflT 
their xetreat. The Eerlies, lArho witnessed the 
maRMBUvie fkom the castle, became seDsiUe o£ the 
danger of thek friends^ and flew to the harbour, 
for the purpose o£ maaoiBg the remainder of their 
navy, and saiUng to ~ their xescue ; but the storm ; 
Uew so direedy Into it, that they foundit impos* 
sible to put to sea» They hadi^die satisfaction, . 
however, to discover, that the Graemes were 
likely to suffer as much, if not more than their 
own ship, as- they were not so weU manned, and 
would never be able to bring her to action^ were 
. she otherwise disposed. They were neverthe. 
less in the greatest distress on her account, and ' 
Sir Ronald was inconsolable for the anticipated 
loss of his son, accusing himself of rashness ia^i 
pemutting him to embark in soch a perilous ad- 
ventufe. 

The vessels of IS^pj^e, for the reasons before 
stated, snffirred most severe^, and were in no cou'* 
dition to act on the offensive, against evea a vei^ 
iuferior force. Gladly would she have regained 
Kirkclaugh, but the storm blowbg from the north- 
east rendered that impossible. Such indeed was 
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its iriolence,' that no alternative was left her bat 
run before it ; and after a day and night's severe 
struggle, they also found shelter in the Isle of 
Man, in a bay about seven, miles bom the place 
ivhere Allan Kerlie lay. 

He soon obtained information from the na- 
tives of the dangerous neighbourhood he was in, 
Graeme's vessels being well known, as his plon- 
dering expeditions had been extended to the Island, 
whose inhabitants he had often laid under ccmtri- 
bution. 

As the injury Allan's vessel^ had j^eceived ren* 
dered certain repairs indispensabk, and as he had 
every reason to expect an attack in his jH:eseBt 
defenceless state^ he had at first some thoughts of 
soliciting the protection of the chief, within whose 
territories he then was ; but not knowing bow his 
embassy might be received, or if he even possess- 
ed the power of rendering him effectual assistance, 
and sensible also tUat the delay it might occasion 
would tend to increase the alarm at Cruggleton, 
he trusted that, by secrecy and expedttiou, be 
might get ready for sea before his enemy, who 
stood equally in need of repairs. He therefore 
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took measures that a few of the most material in- 
juries they had sustained should be set to rights 
with all possible haste ; and as soon as night set in, 
he intended to sail, and by changing his course, 
endeavour to elude his enemy. 

But nothing could escape the knowledge of the 
ever-vigilant Eppie; She, by her emissaries, was 
soon in possession of every thing he wished to 
conceal — and had taken her measures accordingly*^ 
If she made such e£R>rtfr to capture the shi'^, whea 
she considered her so doing as merely defeating 
the object of the common enemy, it may natu- 
rally be concluded that these did not relax, on re« 
ceiviug information that the heir of Cruggleton was 
on board. — Joy flashed from her dark eye at the 
intel-Ugeoce ; she instantly suspended her repairs^ 
and trusting in her numerical superiority^ weighed 
and put to sea* Her fleet being on the western 
side of the island, she had a long point oS land* 
to doable before she could reach the part in 
which Allan had sought shelter. During her 
short voyage, she could not resist the aiiti-. 
cipated joy of victory,— Allan a prisoner and* 
the Ketlies at h^ feet ; tl^e most exti'avagant ran- 
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som ofibred and refused ; no equivalent to be re-i 
ceivedy except the.unconditional submission of the 
whole sept, and sutrender of the castle. Such 
were a few of the prospective visions that spost- 
ed in brilliant succession over the heated imagina- 
tion of the intrepid Amazon, as she wooed the 
western breeze with every sail, to bear ber to her 
predestined victim. 

She had now doubled that long salient point of 
land, which shoots to the northward like one of 
$[Hnosa's old fashioned bastions, and was beginning 
to descry' the bay where the unfortunate Kerlies 
lay at anchor, when she discovered three vessels 
of superior force to her own, standing in for the 
harbour under a press of sail. She immediately i*e« 
cognised them as part of the fleet destined for the 
invasion of Cruggleton, and justly concluded that 
they had put to sea for. the same purpose as her. 
self. This was a most unlooked-for turn ber affairs 
had taken. She became sensible that her prospects 
of future advantage from the approaching rencontne 
had for the time vanished into air, — Allan Kerlie 
once the prisoner of the Featherstones, would, in 
.^1 probability, she suspected, bring about a peace 
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betweea the haughty families, when their united 
forces might be directed against her father ; who 
was indebted in a great measure to the continu- 
ance of the fend for the impunity he enjoyed. She 
bad heard much of the beauty and accompKsh- 
ments of Alkn^^ and the breach would perhaps be 
tenninated, she supposed^ by a marriage between 
the two houses. View this subject as she might, 
die could discoTcr nothing that did not forbode 
evil to her father, without the smallest prospect of 
^ther present or cmitingent advantage. Under* 
the fevensh excitation of the moment, she at one 
time determined to join her forces to those of Allan^ 
and give the Feathefstones battle, and if victorious, 
to carry her first plan into Execution. But a mo- 
ment'«refleetion taught her that the Pealherstones, 
in their present efficient state, were in all likelihood 
more than a match for four vessels of smaller size 
and inferior appointments ; they having sailed that 
morning, and consequently escaped the storm of 
the preceding day. On her father s engagements 
with the Featherstones she did not waste a single 
thought — -as she felt fully assured of his approba- 
tion of any measure from which the greatest por- 
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^ tiDO of immediate advantage could bedratiik««-She 
at last came to the detenoination of Kmaiaiog 
ivbere she was, a spectator oi the conteat, that afae 
night be ready to avail herself of any favonrabk 
cdicamdtaDce that might 6fier itself. 

AOan beheld the approaoh of the fte with » 
steady, but not a desponding eye. He lost no time 

' in adopting every measure of defence his dicum- 

^ stances would permit, and both by his words and 
actions animated the droojnng spirits of his friends. 
\l^ben£Qm6of. them counselled biro to land, and: 
chim the {Htitection of the chief of the island, 
promising' ta£gbt so Iqng as a plank of- his ship 
reovained together, he rejected the proposal with 
indignation, assuring ihem in his tum,.that so long 
as a man oontinued on board, who would bend a 
bow, or lift a battle-axe in his father's quarrel^ 
he would stand by him till death. The KerKes 
caught the enthusiasm, and kneeling before the sa- 
cred symbol of their faith, they vowed to^ defend 
him to the last extremity. 

The Featherstones, confiding In their soperior 
strength^ came baldly forward^ Sir Arthur lead- 

»ii)g 11} persoj) 9 and hailing the Kerlies, com- 
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mftoded them to strike^ on pain of being put to 
death without mercy. The only answer he re- 
ceived was a flight of arrows, which killed and 
wounded a number of hb men. This was instant*, 
ly returned, and a terrible conflict ensued, which, 
although most unequal as to the means of annoy- 
ance, was nevertheless maintained by the .Ker« 
lies with an obstinacy which long kept the scales 
of victory poised in an equal balance. 

Often did the Featherstones attempt to board, 
and as often were they beat back with loss.— « 
Allan, aft^ performing prodigies of valour, and 
twice wounding Sir Hugh^ was, in his turn, 
laid senseless on the deck, by the battle-axe 
of the chief! Thinking their young hero dain, 
the Kerlies abandoned themselves to sorrow, 
and the Featherstones, following up their advan- 
tage, were in the act of taking possession of 
their prize, when Eppie Graeme was seen with 
every sail set, making for the scene of action. 

She remained at anchor, a passive spectator 
of the battle, and could not help admiiing the 
address and valour with which the Kerlies de- 
fended themselves. Slie saw the Featherstones 
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more thaa once Saitly beat off. ' A feeliBjg sooie^ 
thing akin to generosity awoke in her bowna s 
she yielded for a moment to the persoadw ivhis^ 
pers of the mental stxanger i and^ under its di- 
viniB influence^ a prayer slfnost escaped hor, that 
such gallantry and indomitable devotion should 
be crowned with success. Sat this was only ao 
inyoluntiury start^of principle^ an ;^gm»fahtliSHi£ 
the soul; whose isin^e corniscation iU^minaled 
for an instant, the more than Egjrptian darkness 
that lay beyond it, ere it was extinguished fan 
ever* The cupidity of Eppie would not permit 
her to let an opportunity escape, which} if once 
lost sight of) mi^ht never return. She well knew 
that no tie, either human or divine, was longer 
binding, according to her father's moral codoi 
than till he found it his interest to break it. 

Fresumrog oir this, she was fully aware that 
her breach of faith with the Featherstoi^es, wouU 
be amply atoned for by the capture of Allan Keiv 
lie ; and justly concluding thsii both parties "were 
by this time too much, exhausted to x>&r any ef« 
fectual resistance, she resolved on makings api^e 
«£both. For this purpose she bore np^iasbas 
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been said, and, taking the Eeatherstones by snr* 
jliise, ordered their instant submission. On hear- 
ing this most unexpected summons, the knight, 
on demanding to know who they wejre, and on 
what authority they hazarded sucSi a peremptory 
mandate, was told that they were part of the 
fleet of Dttgald Gneme of Kirkch.ugh> despatch- 
ed in quest of a Tcssel belooging to Cruggleton, 
which, having discovered at anchor in that bay, 
it became their duty to carry home with them« 
Sir Hugh rejoined, that the ship having become 
his prize, previous to their coming up, set that 
question at rest ; and fai ther, that Grteme being 
in league with tiim, it must have been on his ser-* 
vice the division was s^nt out. He therefore di- 
rected them to return to Kiikclaugh, and wait 
his farther orders. Eppie retorted that she 
knew nothing of any bond of union subsisting be- 
tween her father and him ^ nor did die believe 
any such existed ; that the Kerlies were her fa* 
ther's enemies ; and that a vessel belonging to 
them having put to sea, she was despatched to 
Imng it in;— >and as she always impKcrtly obey- 
ed her father's orders, she would receive the com- 
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mands of no<otlier perwm as to a line of candvet 
so clesrly pointed out ; dcclaribg, that if tke 
slightest intehuplion mras ofiered her itt die die* 
' charge of her dnty^ ahe woidd assail hies ymA her 
ifhole force* Sir Hoghyennigpedtabethiissdhml* 
ed bjr a stripting, (for slie was alwajw aimed 
and attired as-one of her father^s letainen^) pot 
lua ships into the besi postnre of defence their 
crip{ded state and his- own weakened resources 
would admit of } and interposing them between 
her and his prize, awaited her coming* The as- 
sault was fierce, hot of short duration; for> though 
the Featherstones defended themselves witkvi. 
gonr, yet the Gr»mesy. led>ofi by Sppie^ cleared 
their decks, and became the victors almost with- 
- out any loss^ S» Hugh bdng ^aiu wounded, 
was compiled to strike,, as well as his coosorts. 
During this sejcond aetion^ the Kerlies were reo- 
-dered passive spectators, , and in ali probability 
might have eflReicted their escape, had not the fate 
of theirgallant young. master paralysed their ef- 
forts, and>rendered them iuoapahle of acting with 
promptitude, till the critical moment had pasfs«d 
away. They were standing Jn a mournfol cirde a- 

K2 
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TOBiid the yiMith ; and having taken off bis light 
armoar, were bathing his temples with water« 
when Eppie^ having finally mbdned the Feather** 
stones, jumped on board and ordered them to 
dieir ^piarteiB on pain of death* The Kerlies, be^' 
ing'in BO situation to make fstrther resistance^ 
kid down their arms, on a promise of lihmd 
treatment for themselves tod llieir chieltain's son^ 
till they could be ransomed. On this, the Graemes 
took possession of their vessel, while the Kerltes 
appeared indiflPereDt to every thing except the 
recovery of their young c^^ief. 

On Eppie'^s coming on board, she was forcibly 
struck with the beauty of the youth. His head 
was resting on the lap of one of his retain, 
ers. His eyes were shut ; and his long flowing 
locks of the palest auburn, overspread his neck 
and shoulders in the most graceful curls* He had 
received a wound in his breast, which was in con- 
sequence thereof bare, and to which they had ap- 
plied some simj^ styptic* She stood entianced 
over the lovely visimi. Never had she beheld sndi 
a paragon of masculine perfection ; a new s^ise 
seemed to spread its balmy influence over her 
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mail-clad bosom^ and she became alive to feel- 
inga^ oi whose very existence she had hkhato 
been ignonmt. She used her utmost effbvts to ve« 
store him to his senses. She bomid ap his wounds^ 
Tn^ch were but trifling, and when, after the lapse 
^f a considerable time, the glow of retoming ani- 
mation lighted op his briMiant -eye, and the eva- 
nescent hectic, like the scintillations <^ the atifftirft 
boretUtSf trembled on his beautiful cheek, it sent a 
pang to her heart, to which, during the whole 
course of her stormy Kfe, she had hitherto been a 
stranger. She redoubled her endeavours to acce« 
lerate his recovery. When he began to awa- 
ken to a consciousness of the objects around 
him, she contrived to make him swallow a cordial 
which soon restored him to the fall use of his men- 
tal faculties ; and when he was so &r recovered 
us to have his present sitoation explained Co htm^ 
fihe said and did every thing that could inspire 
Um with confidence. She assured him of his safe* 
ty y as well as that of his friends $ and that however 
paradoxical it might appear, she had no other ob- 
ject in commencing the attack than his liberation ; 
and in proof thereof, due had only to remind him^ 
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that the Featberatones were her father's allies ; 
that her present conduct would have the certain 
coDsequeoce of drawing down on his head the ven- 
geance of that powerful family ; that the evils, 
however, which might result from the steps she 
had taken, would he more ^than compensated by. 
the opportunity afforded her of doing away, in 
some measure, the false impressions which the 
numerous falsehoods and exaggerations which were 
circulated in the country at ^er and her&thers 
expence, were calculated to inspire. And to con- 
vince him of the sincerity of her professions, she 
declared his vessel at perfect.liberty to pursue her 
voyage home, ransom free, only in her turn soli* 
dtiogas a favour, that he would accompanyher 
tQ^ Kirbclaugb as an escort, as the uumfaer of her 
priaoiMffs exceeded that of her own people. She 
ii96QnuneDdtd his r^itiring on account of his 
woiiQds,<-^xtolled his valour to the skies^—- and 
oommaoding her followers to return to their &hips» 
•be »xemained with him for the avowed purpose of 
ministering to his wants. — She then ordered the 
whole to get under weigh, and returned to Kirk- 
claqghin triumph, with the richest prize that ever 
entered its port. 
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CHAP. VII. 



" An' first she reined her prancing bay, ' ' 

Syne shook her stiver spear,^ 

* O leave your father's locks sae grey. 

An' come an* be my dear.' 

* O* 1*11 ne'er wed the green- wood queen, 

Wha rides with jack and brand ; 
Nor ever gjntpp in amorous clasp, 
A maiden's iron hand. ' " 

Young Maxwell, 
jfn (Hd Gallovidian BaHalL 



That the beauty, and' we may add^ heroinii of 
AHan had ipnde a deep hnpTenion on her hearty has 
jnst heeii shovra. She felt as if the dawn of aa 
intellectoal morning had arisen on heir sonl, and 
was burryiDg before it those fierce and vindictive 
passions, which had hitherto shed only a lurid nu 
diance over the brightest, features of her by->past 
life. She felt that something else was necessary 
to her happiness than feats of arms^ victory and 
plunder, — and she was resolved on its attainment^ 






152 THE STANDARD OF DENMARK ; 

no matter by what means. And yet on turning 
tiie subject in her mind, she could discover no- 
diing but difficulties of the most formidable cha- 
nu^ter, which , like the centinels round an enemy's 
camp, stood in grizzly armour to bar the path 
which led to the consummation o£ her wishes* 
On a first view, however, one would be naturally 
led to conclude, that the difficulties so much dwelt 
on, were rather the spectres of her own fancy, 
than the sober realitieaof' active life* Allan was her 
prisoner, and consequently in her power; and fiie 
fondly clung to the hope, that no alternative would 
be so dreadful to him as being delivered up to her fa- 
ther. She was besides but a very few years his 
seniov ) of a tall mqestio stature ; with fei^ures, 
(ivli]fih» acooiiding to her own ukfts of female beau, 
ty)^ were sot inelegimt ; a^lear broWn comjplex- 
ioD, heightened hj her constant exposure to the 
element ; of an athletic make ; with an eye biil«. 
liftDt as a sunbeam, and piercilig as thatiof the eagle 
of her native, mountains. 

With Bitefa penBonalqualifioationSy h^ vanity 
whispered she had little to dread-^but still a doubt 
of a mofe formidable character obtruded itself on 
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her cogitatioiis.—^bere could they redre to-«oi 
wliat power cofild protect them ftom her father's 
TengeaiMte ? For, shbold she carry her liateBded 
fatisband' to Kirkclangh, even tvith her father V ap- 
probation^ ^e felt that she coutd not guarantee 
hishfe for a single honr^ from the daggers of one 
or other of his rivals, who wonid revenge in this 
manner the disappointment they had sofoed. One 
only path remained open for her to porsoe, and 
-she resolved on its adoption. This was to try the 
effect of a generous action on the Keriies them* 
selves. In making the intended sacrifice she fek 
perGfictty aware of its magnitude, and that, under 
any other circnmstaDces, it woold amount to an 
nnpanfonable breach of dnty ; and what alarmed 
her niost was the chance of its failure. But matdk 
ivas'thefeverishstate of her passions, that a single 
glance at diat side of the picture fell^ like the 
burning Simoom, ou her soul, whose b^defol blast 
withered ttp the moisture of her brun, and light- 
ed the torch of discord amidst her tortured feel- 
ings. She felt that, without Allan the world would 
be a desert, and life a thing only to be endured ^ 
and that no alternative could be to dreadfol as its 
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pcoloDgatioo, if deprived of the object of her de-« 
■ire.-^ Accustomed all her life to decide with 
promptitude, and to act with vigour, she resolved 
Vk the first ia^rt^ce to sail for Kirkclaugh, and 
afterwards to conduct Allan back to Cruggleton, 
and leave the other results to fate. Having thus 
settled her plans, she bore up the bay for her £»« 
ther's castle. 

Nor did all this pass unnoticed at Cruggleton : 
for when the fleet was first discovered in si^titj 
the sentinel gave the alarm, on the supposition 
that it was the combined forces of the Feather^ 
atones destined for the invasion of their territories ; 
but when, on a nearer approach, they were seen 
shaping thdr courae for Kirbchtugh, and that their 
•wn v^9ais^ vrasin the midst of them, they we*^ 
;fiUed wtthdismay^ aadentert^iaed themostglopniy 
forebodings respecting the &te of Allan, who, if 
. alive, must be the prisonerof the Graemes. Sir Ro- 
nald was inconsolable for the misfortune, accusing 
himself as the cause of it. The youth of the castle 
were assembled in the court-yard, and clamorous- 
,ly demanding to be led to the rescue, while those 
.of riper years were seated in the ball, in clo^c di- 
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'van^ and deliberating on the propriety offending 
to dscertain his fate, and, if aliye, to negotiate for 
-his lansom. . . 

When Eppie had seen her fleet safely moored, 
she went ashore, and repairing to her father, in- 
formed him of her adventure with the Feather* 
-stones, with the trifling deviation, that they had 
4:ommenoed a most unprovoked attack on her, 
^nd that she had brought them to answer for the 
•aggression before him« Dngald, who immediately 
•saw more advantage likely to arise out of the cap- 
^tivity and ransom of the knight, than «ver could 
Jiave resulted from his alliance, was delighted 
with the turn the affinr had^aken. He praised 
heir prudence and foresight to the dues ; nor was 
her valour forgotten, which hiad enabled her 4o 
achieve such a profitable adventure. He asaur. 
ed her that her share of the spoil should be in 
proportion to the gallantry she bad displayed in 
obtainingit. She replied, that his approbation 
was in itself a sufficient reward without aoj other 
remuneration, and hinted the propriety of landing 
the prisoners, and inspecting the prizes, when he, 
on observing the vessel of the Kerlies at some dis- 
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tance from the harbonr, at anchor, enquired the 
reason. She informed him that it belonged to a 
friend who had been of essential service to her 
during the engagement, and who, being under the 
necessity of pursuing his voyage, she felt it hier 
duty to take leave of before she sailed.-— Without 
wuting for a reply, she jumped on board a pin- 
nace, having a crew of twelve rowers, whenjdn- 
ing the Kerlies, and- taking her vessel in tow, 
they stood over with every sail set for Cruggle- 
ton. The fact is, Dngald was by no means satis- 
fied with the equivocal nature of !Eppie's replies 
to his questions respecting the vessel at anchor, 
and had resolved in his own mind to be better 
informed on the subject before be permitted her 
to depart. For this purpose he descended to the 
beach, when a few questions to the first he met 
put him in possession of the whole fact, in so far as 
related to the capture of Sir RonaM's ship, widi 
his only son on board, and of Eppie's intention of 
restoring it, with all it contained, to the Ketlies 
without ransom. Had an earthquake buried tlite 
castle in the ocean at his feet, it could not have 
•excited more astonishment than this information. 
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That the daughter on whom he doated aiioitld be^ 
come ad apostate to his cause, and go o^erlto hi9 
enemy^ was a blow his slender stock of philoBo* 
phy could not bear up against As he was igno«> 
rant of the true cause of her defection, he could 
attribute her present condoct to no other than 
treachery ; and yet the whole transaction was en« 
veloped in a cloud of qiystery too dense for his^ 
reasoningfa^ulties to penetrate. For if revolt was 
her object, why did she not carry the English ship» 
and prisoners to Cruggleton ? But then, on the 
other hand^ to permit such sl golden opportunity 
of humbling the Kerlies to elude his grasps when 
he might — in shorty what might he not have done,, 
had Allan remaiped his prisoner ?-^These refiec* 
tions set open the ilood-gates of his passions, and 
his rage knew no bounds^ He loaded his daughi^ 
ter with curses and imprecations, vowing the most 
exemplary vengeance on her head, if she ever again 
fell into his power. He ordered two of the swift- 
est ships that he had, to pursue, and to bring them 
back either dead or alive, and not to spare even 
Eppie herself, should she resist his orders. All 
this she seemed to have fere8eeu,and provided a- 
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gftinst i and it was with rage mii^led with disap-^ 
pointment that he beheld them enter, the harbouj^ 
of Cniggletoa^ the diatance being only siK or eigh^ 
miles. 

The Kediesy who witnessed the approach of 
the two vessels^ and Alike ignorant of themotive^ 
which led to it, were, lost in surprise. They ioi-r 
mediately recognised, their owliy accompanied by 
one belonging to the Grsemes* They rushed to 
the beach, and beheld a scene, which nothing but 
the irresistible testimony of their own sensep 
could have induced «them to believe* They saw 
their young chief, weak aud wounded,, supports 
ed in the arms of Eppie Greeme, and heard him, 
with gratilude beaming in his eye, proclaim th^ 
service she had rendered him, and how, whea 
sinking under the unequal contest.in which be wa^ 
engaged, her aid alone had snatched him from 
captivity, if not from deaths and whikt, with the 
compassion of a miaisterii^ angel, she had bound 
up his bodily wounds, and poured the balm of con* 
solation over his mental si^erings, she had crown«- 
ed the whole, by returning him, and his remaining 
followers, without reward, to th^ bosoiiis of.thei 
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friends. This ackno^^ledgment it may well be 
imagined^ secured her a most cordial welcome from 
Sir Ronald, whose gratitude knew no bounds^ 
He declared himself ready to pay any ransom she 
might demand, and that^ after all, he wonld re. 
main her debtor. Eppie, with all that seeming 
generosity which she well knew how to assume, 
when she had a point to carry, deprecated every 
idea of remuneration. She declared that what she 
had done, was more the efiect of chtmcethan pre^ 
meditation ; and that, independent of any other 
feeling, eyeiy principle of humanity and true cou- 
rage, would have induced her to take the weaker 
part against such an overwhelming odds ; that al- 
though this interference would have been extend- 
ed to any individual she found in equal peril, yet 
it Was to her a source of self-gratulation that it 
had been rendered the means of snatching firom 
a fate, that must otherwise have been ine- 
vitable, a youth of such gallant bearing and noble 
promise ; and it gave her additional happiness to 
reflect, that the services she had rendered were 
not limited to Allan alqpe, as the captivity of 
Sir Hugh Featherstone, and the flower of his kin- 
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dsed, who wer^ prisoneirs in her £itlier's castle-* 
aa also the loss of bi3 best three ships^ would not; 
oalypreveQti;be meditated iwasioA^^utcdj^le his 
. leBoarces foe years to come. She bc^gged that ahe 
might be. permitted to indulge these feelings, unal<« 
loyed by the. degradijig retrospect, that she had 
bartered away a virtuous action for the wages of an 
hireling. She concluded by assuring^ Sir Ronakl, 
that whatever little private quarrels might have 
arisen between her father and him, should never 
influence her conduct,,so far as to render her a vo-* 
luntary participator in a dishonourable action. 

While the whole inhabitants of the castle were 
wild with joy, and nothing was beard but mutual 
congratulations^ it was not the moment wheq 
£ppie's speech, or rather flourisl), was likely tO' 
undergo a very rigid aualysis-r-nor were even 
the wisest in that state of mind, that would have 
enabled them deliberately to weigh vapid profe»« 
sions against rooted. principles^ It was received,, 
therefore, as it was meant it .should be ; and the 
seeming virtues pf the daughter, made them for a 
moment forget the vices of the father, Jp^ppi^ 
iilstantly became sensible, of the impression ^ha 
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had jxufde^ and xeselvpi 90t to loie an ioek of 
gBoand in the good gtacef of the £eiliCiL Sh^f 
jiifflped into her puinaoe^ and waTLqg bee adiei^ 
made a signal for her followers to join heiv .TUi^ 
as she expected^ was strenioosly Q|iposed Jijr Sir- 
Ronald, who insisted on lier spending a £iw daj» 
at the castle^ and participating in the rejoicings 
about to take place. AUhongh this was the very 
point she wished to carry^ yet she took a abort 
time in seeming deliberation^ before she gave bee; 
consent, which she at last did, Cora week. She 
was then conveyed to the castle, and committed 
to the care of the lady of the mansion^ and the 
strictest orders were issued to his dependent^ that 
the rites of hospitality should be exercised towarda 
the Graemes in the amplest manner. 

In compliance with the commands of their 
chief, the Kerlies tried to welcome the Gzauiiea 
within their walls*^ £ut whilst their lips uttered 
the woids of peace^ the flash of their eyespoke, 
thec^irit which was stirring within tfaem^ and, 
whilst their right hands were extended in thegpisp. 
of apparent friendship, their left aonght instinc^ 
tive]y the hilts of their daggers. 
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At the request of her hostess, Eppie had ta- 
ken off her annoiir, and assumed the habiliments 
•F her sex^ and when led into the hail by Sir Ho- 
. nald) all present were struck with her altered ap- 
pearance. She seemed, with her armour, to have 
hid aside all the masculine features of her cha- 
racter, and to have assumed the softer blandish- 
ments of the sex to which she belonged. Her de- 
portment was modest, yet unembarrassed ; and 
hfer address, though not refined, was insinuating. 
As in furtherance of her plans, it was necessary 
she should stand well with Sir Ronald^ the whole 
artillery of her cunning was accordingly levelled 
against the weaker part of his moral citadel: 
This wa8,-^pride of ancestry — the besetting sia 
of the age in which be lived. She never men- 
tbned her father; but of her mother and her 
powerful relations she spoke freely; and willingly 
availed herself of every opportunity afforded her, 
of placing in the strongest light, their rank — 
their wealth,- and splendid establishments. Nor 
was her ajBbiity to the Gordons overlooked in 
these conversations^ which generally led to recol- 
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lections of some acts of ^endly £ntercx>iirse be- 
tween their respective families. 
' To these little details the knight listened with 
deepinterest. He seemed to have forgot that she 
was the daughter of Dngald Graeme ; whileshe, 
aware of the progress she was making in his 
good graces^ improved the opportunitilai thus af- 
forded her with such address, diat hia predUec- 
tions in her &voar amounted to a feeling almost 
paternal. 

One of her principal points being thus gained^, 
her next was to render these predilections suB^ 
servient to her present purposes; jet still the 
nearer she seemed to approach the point on whicH 
all her wishes centered, some new and" unforeseen 
obstacle would interpose itself^ as iii mockery of 
her hopes, and darken her horizon with the cloudt 
<}f disappointment Her father's character, and 
her own previous life, were combined with facts 
too well known, to admit either of apology or pal- 
liation. It was in vain that she tried to persuade 
faerself that her present conduct would be receiv- 
ed as a sufficient excuse for former delinquent 

12 
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c^66. — Kq^ tb» nm7fsm\ j^xeocatipn th«t follow^ 
ed her father's ntim^ ;^ bqr £^ei:'3 ftoSi^oj^ 
9IM>^ U)^ t)ifii^p9pt|r^pf l^&jgbtfpl ?V^ to 

3jyi4i tjius jiras.i^ iri^py of the^nJ>ject,.Qa w,hjiqh 

It * ■ 

ber vmiy wpvld jpQt ffirisit hfir lopg tp dwelU 
T9t]tli9M(;Mw»e»Jtpf,oflj9 pbj^ct she had sacri. 
ficed evjBjy .^tbiBr con^id^tipo ; sMPui jto a}>»adon 
the pursw^:, b^qaj;^ a fcjy thojw werp stre\wrf; 
in the path^ would evidence a portion of niueQtal 
imbecility raltpgistb^r ufldeseiTrifj^g of aiiccci^p.^ — 
Q^jT cjpgi|i».tions ^l)¥9js condoded in^th this rp^ 
^pction^ thj^t by foul or faijr mfis^f Allan must 
b^herX If by the latter^ ste py/^9 jreaolyed to 
ajjandpa her fjE^^ber's hm^i mi ber father's pro- 
^sion, ^^ to apt 9p ii) future that the good 
wbicb wa? tp cpjup showld ino|!fi than ^xpiaU 
t)ie evits tbl^t ^011$ f§st, BS^A that her whole lifp 
sbpuld ^ffprjl only pjje bjright (B?^mpte pf doi»e$k 
tic ecp^pgjy jftod ftpl«li|;»l fidelity: But if by t^ 
lattef, thPn t^ mrf AII9U b^bc;^ tp Kirkelaugb ^ 
her pri^j)f r« j^d let t\}^ hand of fate wipd up 
the unr^y^e^ ^fin of her di^stiny as it pleased. 
Setting a guard over her every word and ac- 



Aioa^itbk oottktftfed(lK!iwlf ^i9ilfr mik v^fes^t-^ 

•doBioii, thait UMtaigb raws^in die k<M(df'a( rtfli^ 

cmio the oMft eattki^ sHitiiM 1^^ To tA^ 
bttyEer altMtftott ttctfe^iiQiC tttoii&^(Micate^iMUi«i]il^ 
MOiiClttig.: Sbe' vvw» €lie >atMM eoiAflitot iBhBli^ 
tant'O^tfae-ttduchMalMiirj^ Bfid^^ iOoii <llMovei«d^ 
by tIie:8piiU«4rfltts^^3W^ttid: tUe<]^ettitire tbfttf 
Bumded ^verbisi flntOMiKpiii iM ciioltffMoQ tlrai' 

tdfcst livltebdMtiisef bMh>l^rlUiiollldifa^lli# 
gon^ god «n«» ia&eiitibt}!* f^kkg tiM wa9> *to^ tW 
uldnafie compMoni <rf Uor wkdteaEf^ a- blbw'ltolii^ 
all' iiiitttptfcttiri'-qfHMBl^ llMr«)kM^'Hi flo^ i«BteAi; h^ 
air-built fabric with tH^ikieiS^ 'Sin RobaldV fldif^ 
tiV^^^^'^i*'^ «f*oool pdiiesttiiiim], <)oiildii«ty{ir«m 
tlMifafit flirival <lf %pfo id^ the otfBtte, te;f s^e* 
a^sasjMofam difli^ tiiiftdliMV'tf^ oo th» 

part of tfaeir gaedt;^ ^pratf ctaiy tfdMk for setaMi^*- 
tent derignrwbicij, <if wbfitaver Mture it migte 
be, coM bode her brother's house no good. 
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As she Pms d^enniiied not to sbrm bim^ oiw 
latfhe difloOvered that ber suniiaeswere well 
Ibaoded, she in the mean tiaie^ was resolved to 
watdi the motions of Eppie and her ftUowen so 
cksely^ thst if^iliy ^oooolt mtsdbief was ,in eai<- 
biyo, it should not escapis her. She^oiddnbt hel^ 
noticiac the very &ei|Heat visitsto Allan's ohani'* 
bee ; and although he was now an It state i>C con* 
valescenoetfaat^eqahled hiin to v^k about, y«t 
£ppio did not in the least idax iaber attentions^ 
which, the-fe6S'.they weie revised, seemed the 
mpffe rigeroBsly to befieiaeT^red4a. In Ihis in- 
stance, she was hmwied away by her ovrnXetaen^ 
tyiio n^lect the restnunts she had imj^oaed on 
herselK; ^d kee|ning in view only 4he good foot* 
iag on which she stood with Sir Ronald, and the 
plessvra that Albui visibly took in her > society, 
she WBs led incaatiolasLy to conclude >that she had: 
earned her point with both. 

l^e week she had promised was within a day 
of its termination, and she felt her heart bound 
for joy, when, on mentiomng it, she obsei^ed the.- 
gl<»om that overspre^ the beautiful features of 
AJUan, ^ Not so soon, madam, I hope,^' he fainU* 
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ly stanimered 0iitiF-> Cannot ny iGidier and I- 

prevail for another wod^?** '^ Yonr fiitfep/fahei 

YepUed, ^* has not made the experiment; and for ^. 

yon, rdave not whi^ier, eveio to mjr oivn beart-ytei 

what kngth yboriiddeiiceaver ine mightiexten^^ 

- Allan, while heTeit the conaciona Uood enmaonr 

his cheeky tlnmked faerforhec kind partiality, and? 

added, that he ^ouUfcevmrbeaF alnnit 'wkh him a: 

grateful remembrance of the important aerficeB: 

siie had rendered him, and that he aboidd hereaftor^ 

hold the life she had • preaerved' at her dKlapcBid»^^i 

Eppie [Started to her feet, and giasping his^ hand; 

with coormbiTe enei^gy, was on the eve of mab»: 

ing a full diselosoreof the state of her heart, when* 

a moment^s reflection comrinced her of the niab* » 

ness of sndi u meaimre, as his declaration waal 

ooucbedin too general tenns, to^bear thepartiali 

constmction rshe widied to attach to it; andctn: 

sjnte of her Vanity, she was com|)ell6d to. admit/ 

that.it savoured more ai gmtitiidB than of a ten* 

derer passion. Still, however, she fisiiAy duiiglis i 

the hope, tibat she was not indiffisrent toh]m«*-aad 

that the time was not &t distant when that paorv. • 

4:iarity would he heightcbed into love. Hew mud 'f 
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soever* therdbise, sher mhalia ptoim hm ktSmgpi 
t»th^jO[iiibk* diefbiborepMnii^tke8idoj!eotan3r^ 
ht&m foe tluB praaeHt, reaolTiag^ howe^r, to i^ 
mvii htm Bomemom bf9wxak^ San^ 

Jlad'hid tridfi aUintootieD of Mianmig.to hev ft^ 
tiler's iMwauneecQiBiMniiBd hf A]fc% and fbe that 
^Bipose had « fioBanranged m bcv 1^ 
tsactiEg Iwr dqnrti»e^ dtanUtbe kyilaticm Mt: 
hftsrpcaied. ShBcoDtetttedheKsdj^tbei^rfliit^ wkb 
rsptyini^ that: sbe hdd liiaMfe o£ too omch Tatae^ 
t»be aoharikftd iaanjBioije IpoiJkRiSfadtmti^ 
thiB ivtei: might arii6<fmo aft ioi^nphaiage of a£. 
ftotioiMi4*-4ud diat;hoir wi4^rsofiFQr hiQ n%^per^ 
imrt h^r ineaoiog^ no gift of Soitane eoidd ever 
cosfer happiiiessi on hnv weis: tb% boon daeiad to 
faiflM^thaty aitntted as flbQ faaid hitbeiti^he^, fbe 
ha deAieiii heea ooiopeQed to act a, ^mA tepogMnt 
t# eirefy better feeling of her natm;^ ; but that i^ 
viii had aomc been dranrftaaide, and she had boea 
taught tiie Ysiat 6t principljes she had ]» time past, 
hekl! in derifiioov 

At thai ioBtaob tibo door oprntdf. and Sr Ra^ 
naU qntered^ fidlowed bjr his, aistac; Eppie isuae*^ 
diatBl5rdisco!irei!ed that [the hdy had' been playing 
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fart»ii%«nA carkd htclp; attd^aha waaab«led 
ta he&arelihaft sbfilisd! imgmtftiL iia. aoicl^ oi hea 
ilMiMniiiiii. toi JSir fibMiU^ aft he: adsaKicedb wida 
asBulii^aBV.aiidgaaKe Wc &Bi(Hi, cordisL mxiM 
trtiin.toppDlaBgfeMgTMBt fiiraBnthiwrwcris^ . £j^ 
pie>.wl»^|itHfali^GOBdaded tkst lueft.cliattOKof 
soBBefB.cicpBBdBd in. ai great naaaaaxB mkik^bt'' 
irnniiililir iiimiciwiiiiii f^- kad Bonde an. Sv TiftniiH 
flaar th&iseeaMmt^ &m biiagiaig^akiiib ait ezpbiuu 
tiptt^ bcA)c& Ur 'siatar .eoidd have an .qppMtuiuitfir 
(tf alarani^ hiisipiidey by.aiif AxrjQMteiBftmiatioii^i 
Sha AsKSote^ ixpUedy. that faeiofie. ahe^ accrued 
tuiisilyUaani^afafi begged tabefiivoiiied 
a^prnoote inftetvietv Sac atfaw. iiikiiile8^.a8idie 
hadaaaaetlitiigiof itx^as^fiuaaAtaMabait focUa «»■* 
sidBBaikai. Ii» facnf ed^aoAffDiiaal^Jad.t^^ iv^ tap 
htBfcladet^ apdfacggiog|]Mrto<fie^cBlad>.aaal iie- 
awailiediber CDxaanasda.. 

. JE^v tr jBomeat .leiabanaaRaaeiife waa miblr ia 
heiiQanoexf kitiiutfli^yvaUyiDgknapkltSyafaa 
araae^^and paciog the oaoau vnihi nmak diguitjR «£ 
mannei^ tfaoogk with, a hiusied sta|v she at laafe 
bsuke aiilaaae^ and. said^ ^' the aul^act to which. L 
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vMl to dbttct your atlentibn is of too miioh 4Xmi^' 
feqoBQce to us bodi^ to baye its impoitaaoe flit- 
teted away by 'turgid gasconade, or idl&ciscaiiu*' 
locution. I am no 6saly>rat.be8ty andatJthiBaio- 
meat sach is*the atateof meiital agitation iinderi 
wUch I am aboat toaddress you^ tibat Ifed Idhall: 
dalittfe.jiiatioe>to the cause Jam going, to. adye-^ 
oate^««<Yoa aokxMwledgel.haare dene you iaiKr^s 
vkef and I mnat {day the. egotist sofiur asito ^say^r 
one of l^&st magnit^de-<i-and wonld jto^€k)dit. 
had. been ten times greater, if it would theaieby . 

increase: my.iiiflaeiice with yon in the 'same ]«o- > 

portion. Such as it haa been^ howeirer, I must le- 

cil it to your recoUeetion ; aadfwrddn me, wlien . 

Ivepeattbe-talOy tbatbad it net beenfor.me, you . 

had this day been c{hHdfaiwS'»*^sy probably house- . 

less, jrouriandsidefBtsoyed^ and.yourself a wand^- : 

er-of the desert; forit is in Vain to palliate the. 

fact, that had the united fcaoes of the Feather- ; 

stones and their allies efibcted a landings you had 

nothing to bring against them that ceidd have ac- . 

rested their march for a single hour* It is to my. ; 

ann alone you- are indebted for the safety ot M* . 

laB,«k-the dispersion of your enemies^-^and that : 
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. your cadde is not a tottering tttm ! Aad fit wMat 

a nerifce'^f filial daty thb hts beea eflb6ted> it 

becomes not. me io^pecify. It wotild be idle to 

•entdr ' intoaay investigatioii -of the causes iiUdi 

tiiswieml'irotim^rfittlier'sibe. Itissoffidttit fehr 

iiiy purpose to state ths^ such was tbe fact, vrfaile 

• dt^ the'same^l^lieSir Hugh Fesctherstone was his 

-sworn anjr. Now^ permit me to ai^tire what wosid 

hate been yaar Bttey had the allies baded on your 

tteit<»neB| when^yoiis son and the bnvveiit of yoar 

kiudiedwere prisonm in Kirkclaugli, and at my 

.&ther's nrerey ? Sir Ronald, yon were lost, had 

not my arm saved you.— -Ton have^^fered me pe« 

oBoiary rewards for the services I have rendered 

yoQ^vainly imagining that I was to receiye, as n 

full eompensatioo for the sacrifices I have made, 

the heaftkss eleemosynary 'dcde of a hiieKng, IM 

am' to be rewarded, itimust -be to the fall extent 

o£ the services I'liave rendered, and the sacrifices 

I havemade,'ornot at alk— 'One way alone remains 

by idiicfa this caai be done 9 . and 'although from 

what:! have said, yon mig&t' spare my blushes, and 

guess the lesCi yet, that no misconception may lead 

to 'erroneous eonelusioiis on a suligect of sucli vital 
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•B lOi hgr^iWtf olher c ^awdewt kin, wAhniiDOMil 
^railfiaki, im8tt9ti^beE0fe U I Viak noft SmiriHo 
ftHiftte^ wto«nqr true 4ShAMt«r hM^»^. ov ixi 
4Ar a^piMttBi cKndacfe ns^Mii mft\9gfSm the 

ftmy flttbtafftigftr I pnl^ to im*a»<]itftu:ittvQtaite 

that Moag^to you^ tni» fiw asl tkroUt he^aUo 
t%effiMit iU A ehaiii of aolbobMi^r mevotstaiBees 
placed. diA imtimea of jmt lumisi^ at my diftpomt; 
and wiiat pcavaatcdoie fcom ofifadii^tQ jonrrfipa 
Iba iiasttiigMtai]pa£»iMV)(r}ioarieidKgentiia had 
ywpared &r ya«,?-^tt'.waa tleheauty aod-gal^ 
iai»ftqr at jcm flon, mhicli ooaTevted the hairbf 
fiiiich'thd Mvosd af lattabai^iias siufnidBdawto 
jpoavaeao^ lata a*oaaiO';-*«*it ivartaat.wti]n agnu 
ad (he eaadla oS eonaQidQee ia/ agonbaaam^ andlai^* 
paoad ia fri^itfti) retiospel^ a wermtsn, of aiy pii6tf 
y&t Nursed ia the dot af am oaliaiiii^. attidst/tha 
alaagof atiiia»aad thedinoSwanrior^.waaitntot 
«a. be ejBpao^ that I shoald adapttfaeis pria^ 
<aiileSf and eaibvace thau^ pvafisaaioo ? Bat idaae 



tbe ^nuxqoiV^ m "wIimIi jMto bfN^^ Mftive, 
or otjuextoo ^ii^MiptJk X teosiikfi J^^ sBmwfd^- 

wtji faami% the cwneer <tf #i&t I liave Utkote 
pnm^ with |i thoogUlefli avjdily^ |t naste iwilli 
you akme (U) kad me back to th&fa4lui af imili^ 
tude and fteaisr* With JJIan for 017 busbaiBdy I 
sbpuld x^^Ter wander naoie .woiti^ ^^isiyhswAm i£ 
epsoir, but ^ould bacooe a» tbe ftentip ^It^ w bis 
hands, aad^nc^ive, iM9d<«etaiu likt im pioa$ mu ti 
victu^ fipia tbe seal c^ le^* 

^< Nor «n I one ivb^q^faioUy wjtt^dii^fpMe •y^m 
in jtbe 9ym of tbe w4M:bL My mother ivm yow 
eq^alin bktb, a»d b^kiep* to^jprtwio srUdh^ 
eveu ;to J01I9 ^ligbt appeiir oonsidimble. ISniiarm 
tune by bktl^rigbtiamfie$ Aftdwcre*1egalelaaa 
to it veated b» your «op, it ahoiild Ml reiumjWMdi^ 
loogier a {vrey to it^ prfwit lawli^^t poawmorsi-p^ 
It way he ol^ted tbatbe bae laado so diwovcgy 
of bis seutimonia ia Q>y faivoor} aud ^batiUa eab» 
pljLuatiou aboMid bave «o«)o from bm> ioatead «£ 
m^ : To 4bi^ I ^sply^ %t tbo^gb Jio diMicft con^ 
municatioQ basbitbeicto pffified bf^^u mr^yf^ 
bad I not received tbe strongest proofs that our 
affection was mutual, this disclosure had never 
been made by me. 
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Eppte desired, therefore, that RoderickGr seme 
might attend her. This was one of her fatber'a 
followers, to whom she had rendered a most sig« 
nal service, having once saved him from the efiects 
of her father's vengeance, for disobedience of or* 
ders ; be having oh a foriner occasion, when they 
burnt the castle of Mairfad, saved the lady from 
the flames, contrary to the express command of 
Dugald, and Roderick had^ from that day forward^ 
attached hi msdf to Eppie in a moat conspicnoos 
manner, and had let no opportunity slip of evin- 
cing bis gratitude. Tobim^tberdbre, siie was ve. 
sohred to unbosom berself without reserve, and 
to crave his eoaosel and assistance. Roderick 
beard her to an end in silence, and when she bad 
finished, he inquired wbat measures she intended 
to pursue, K To^^ fire the castle, and carry off Al« 
lanmypriaoner,*' she replied; '< but bow both or 
eJiEher of these plans are to be effected, has been ^ 
the cause of my seeking thi^ conference." 

^ There are more conferences than bur'sgoin^on 
just now,** be repl icd ; ** a? on passing Sir RcmabTs 
study, rbeard biin and hiftaister in hot altercatioa, 
and as your same was* often inetttioned, I wbutA ' 
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bavc liaieacd, hot I srht old £adier* Jaftpev 4ri«^« 
iiig^ iflMi tD fakenr ooiiDcil, eo I was^Uigedto alK 
scond, but how you aite to^oodaet your €litir<* 
iuciaeimdiiiiiy ptoo$pe«t«f saeeess, iflflMte than 
Z 'CUi divine in tfae {Neseiat iiiitaace..^B¥ar Biic^ 
^VRcame heiey ^e guands lunra. bMB doalded^ tke 
ganiNRi slMDgdieiied^ and k^t -ao aiilch oa tfe» 
•krt^dwtthey ccndd tttm oat at a nanute^a wam^ 
ing, ekiier by night ^nr by day ; andalthott^ «tt 
tiH0 haa been done wider a ibow-offriendahip, abd 
i0:mable'th8n(i| as they iset fa»th^ toiveat iia with 
moseiaaapect, jwt we axe watciied ao ckae^ thai 
irvery Graeme is atteoded hy two EjetSm^^^mBmi 
then there is 'Father Jasper^aa they .call haib^ pok-' 
iaig hiahoge. oaoanical ooae iiito every^cemcr 9 
andaaeh k his aeemitig ubiquty thati 'verily b»> 
laeve 4her& ia a«t a apot of gimiid mthin thd 
precincts of the castle, on which, if ydodeaciibd 
a4;iixde-«^ua-*«ttd pMMioiiQce a cotffurd U*^hnt 
fop, you have, him in itfaeaiddle of it/'-»4il that 
iaatant, the priest stood between 4heni. Eppie' 
stoitingbacdL^ uttered aDjeacclamaiiany atidjdhpped 
hetf band A^MgAege her awotd used to. be Aiapend^ 
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ed, whibt Rodeikk, with honor depicted ia eve/y 
ftature, muttered between hb teetb a pkKu eja. 
culatioa to his patron saint. 
. Father Jaspm: said (bovring at the saoie tbaey) 
** I come to inform you. Madam, thi^ Sir Ro- 
nald waits yoar leisure in his study." Sosay* 
iog, he stalked off, shutting the door witlt a 
swing after him. ^^ In the name of Gody/how 
Ctoie he in?^' cried Boderick. ^ By the door 
which you incaatioosly left open/' she repUed.--*^ 
^ I must go<*-Hittjend me here on my retumV-^'aiid 
hoU jrourself in readiness to set ontfor Kirkchngh 
towmorrow morning.'' '^ I shall : be fully prepared 
for my journey,"' he answered ; ^ but one thing per* 
mit me to caution you apunst on die present' occa- 
sion, be all tesignati^ and seeming aiDqittesceace :. 
I will be more ^ijriioit on my return ;'' so jsaying 
they parted. 

. Had the last trumpet sounded its dreadful.re-, 
veillie in Su: Ronald's ears, itcould not haire taken 
him worse prepared than he was for the avowal 
made him by Eppie. She had no soouerleft him, 
than he sent' for his sister^and laid before bw the 
sumof their conference. She listened without ma- 
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lofesiUi^ any tok;f o oC mprpse i fad, ia her ^1114 
naKiaUd the coUoqay whicb ft^ted bet w«ea AUm 
aad Eppie, toivhickibeJbedbeconie^ uyviUiiig 
aodit«r» *'£ut thk.i^ acase^',! fthftcontipnedj ** that 
Y!!^^yairea no 4eUtiei»tiaii« Qer .aenrice^ have beea 
wportaot y let lier ^ewaid. be .pnooely ; let^ei! 
jEeinrn fieom .whfiice «he 09111% laden with gifi% 
till evenayame itaelf c^y, Hold~.butall^]MMid 

thatbmftdnfW8>?**»'^ She ceriainly,*^ replied SirRo"* 
nald, *'£»redAllan^,s life; and alasy Ifeel^thatjbad 
he fallen, I had not long amrived him.— bendea^ 
. ahoold he leally be^taehed to her"-**'*^ Allan^aat- 
tachmept^'*. intermpt^ she, *^ can be nothing JNit 
the childish ebullitions of overvreeaioggratitiide $• 
and he may i fiom bia ignorance o£ the world) have 
beealedto consider her themost amiabteof her sex., 
nimely becanse she didnot posaess.that native deli, 
cacy of character, which wonld have induced the 
trnlybminineinindtosluriak&oaitheadvanpes she 
hi» ouMle U..-^a»<a. ««, fro. the propo. 
sals she hath, wi^' snch nnUoahing effrontery, sub-, 
mitted for. yoor consUleration»*-«Atfao, I pro- 
mise you, will be mled by you,.iii^thoat.feding any 

mighty sai^rifice on his part; but even should it 

m2 
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h6 ^ihtrwiae, wad that his death either might 
iMto b^en, tut totst bs uie conse^aence of yoor d&- 
ificS&g the pnfpc^ M 'MBtote ^ibM though I do not 
;^!eid bren tb^Mlif afftetioii for my amiable ne- 
pii0Wf ^Tet woviRr ij witn innifiiiiKTng iicrves, enr«« 
WAtoe^thedrtMlM ifteMMIr^, tM Mlbtrtbe re^ 
iMiiiis^'thi^ Iftdt ^ ma^ t«ce 1xy thb tcM) 6riri^ 
MMed' ttroth^r/iiliM'witXtto^ oi!if 

Tf^ *tiBKttt from tte iattf lisds oT The ttaftiofi, i^bei^ 
Afiii lie should tf¥tr' 'cMl i)ie rdtfter 'Omme ' fk J 
■Bei'* 

" «Bnt Father Ja«p^wfflhriirgAlJanhei^,ia^ 
^priH«oon learn the progress tbfstKflair has tixade 
fro A himself.'' 

'On his appearance, his father d^ired him to 
be seated, and said, ** 1 sent for yon, Allan, for 
tbe pitfpbse of asking a few qnestions, and beg 
you will answer me ingenuously.'* ** My deardst 
father," he replied, hurt by the inference, ** did I 
evc^answetoiflierwisc?" «' Well, then, did you ever 
solicit th^'hand of Eppie Graeme m marriage ?" — 
*^ Never.^' ** Didyouever, eitherdirectly or indi- 
rectly, give her to understand that you felt a sen- 
timent in her favour, which might induce you to 
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wpgfmBd my gmtkiide to ber uitJsi^ wMnettttiniv 
wm,. and wiakod &r an oppoutMily of eruttiog. 
it by moie weighty afgiuwiits lima vcgd$ $ tan 
beyodd tbiM:, no fediDg or deolaradof|; orar weot^ 
that oonld ieaid to the coaclosiaa ia-tho foefltaoB.'' 
<'Oaeiittrd move, and Ihavetdooe. If left the sn* 
eootiDlIed mafiter .of your oprn actiQiui» urorid yon 
mak^ Eppie Gramme yottr wile ?" ^^Dev&lliMi^ 
why tiwkt lyseetioa ? Has these beat any thu^S^ 
my preriooB oondacty that could for a nioineDtkad 
t^iibp MOclmiou^ tbsA I have been oooandid in 
mf ifi|iliei? I am futJy aenaible of tbedebt loiva 
lm\, and of the magoitode of the aenricea aha haa 
mdenedy not to me only, but to aa all ; and ao 
high 18 the swell io my boeom at thia iBDmenI, 
tbatl QQuldfi^t for her, and even die in her de. 
fenee $ and whatever the provocation may be^ I 
wfll never lift my liand against her life. . Nay^ 
SuAer, aa she aeem9 to anticipate her £Mber's ven? 
geanee for hi» Uviy noUa condn^ tp!wnnfa mfa^ 
rather than a hair of her head ahoaU be injored^ 
I wonld acoompany her to Kirkdaoi^, and de-* 
liver myself «^ a prisoner, to remain at the mercy 
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«f the ruffian' till rftosotned -/ But to mi^ry her l-^^ 
HOf-^l would irather leave mj unburied bones in 
the'deepest v dudgedn of her father^s casstle^ than 
ieikpt of life and Kberty oa 'such terms.** 
.^^ I am quite satisfied/** replied Sir Ronald. 
'^ You may now retire^ mjdear son, with the assur- 
ance thai I would not compromise the honour of 
my house,' nor your peace of mind, for all the 
wealth the wchrld has to bestow. You- may retire 
also^ sister ; and Father Jasper^ as he goei^will in* 
for^ Eppie Gssetne that I aWait her leisure." 
• She found Sir Ronald pacing his closet^ and 
could noit help noticing die air of haiighty reserve 
that -deepened the wrinkles on bis forehead, and 
heightened the tinge on his cheek. He desired her 
to be seated, but she continued standing. He then 
proceeded, in the most delicate manner, to inform 
her, that after giving her proposal every considera- 
tion, he felt hi msdf under the necessity x>f declin- 
ing the honour she intended him ; and had to b^ 
on his part, that she would condescend to receive 
a remuneration more adequate to the importance 
of the service she had rendered, and that he could 
with more propriety bestow, and she with more 
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vAfsmiBg^ receive, than Oie one petitioaed for; 
tkat, keeping his Boa's yosth and the infloesce of 
hecear^rhaUUyinamoial p(»ntof view, entirdjr 
out oS the .qn^QQ, he should only consider their 
prohal^le effiBcts ia the event of an onioB with 

\ '^ Y«tth$ve» ixonuyour infancy/' he said^*^ been 
aoeuflloiBed not to ob^y, but to command men, 
and those.too, of the most turbulent chaiaotei^— 
and who cesld only be kisptudfr centred by ire* 
qufliit &»mfifi, and ngorons^hastiaemoit. Could 
it far anuMnent beivuppesed^ Madam^ that yoaoonld 
all at once lay.aaide piuKcipIes on which yoo have 
mufoEmly acted, and assume in their stead, dome»- 
tic virtueSf of whose Tory existence you are at 
this moment ignorant— and that) instead of bray- 
ing; danger in the battle's front, and lead^g your 
troops on to victory and. plunder, you should all 
at; once assume the milder features of your sex's 
dlittiaotf r, and become the enduxbg, passive^ obe- 
dient helpmate of man* This would be ameta^ 
mo^rphosis too. important to be e£bcted by the &» 
verish ^ow ef a transient passion.— But to sum up 
the whole, I have examined AHaOy and find his 
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MftCiinentcl to be perfeody . in UQiRm "witb mf^cmu^ 
Hisgntkade is anbotyided^ and th^]:eui aa miM^ 
fiee,. skirt of becoBuag yow bosbaiid^ hb^iB - lott 
leadytomikeiiiyoarBemee* WeigbtfatooitoittiM 
stsDceB I have laid before you-diBpRSBiDiMdy Itk 
your own mind^ and it will instruct yoahow ski^ 
dbryour chaBce of liappioess wo«Id be, wieteytliir 
)viriie& acceded to. . I sluiU endeatoar to ohviiUti 
your f atfaet'8 .wi»th^ wbicfa be tnigbtiistelge' M 
yoiir ekjpoiice on tte ^pteseid cicvesieil^ l^ifelMhs 
iiigin Ilea <rf the diip yott have i^tQXMij^tiM «ff 
eqnal bnrdett ; aad as he h«fl a ownbev ef tpriBen-* 
ersy. wbo may faaw exbaiHted hi8.'Slsine.af jM^ 
sioDfl^ they fihail be laden wkh s«oh tbingfi av^^iM 
think will be mott aoceptmble ;«^aad for theTafthf 
som of Allan aijid his crew^ I will pay y^os five' 
thousand m^ks of gold \ and if yoa can eoi^eirt 
any thing else that might be agreeable toUm, it 
riiali fieely be adddi^ 

^^Ose thttg may be mentioiMd^ wUcb^ shooii 
the faestion at i^sae terminal in an amicable a^^ 
rangeiiieiil:, inay eventnaUy be of the greatest ad* 
timiait^ lb yoiir father, both in a metal ^yad pdi^ 
4Aeal point of view.--^¥ou caaikot be iterant 4>£ 
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ikmhsk, tbtlb for canset not aeeesBaiy tamcntidD^ 
Wi»a'fR>BocflMd entkmri -with a pxice BttamhiB 
hmiywrnA tbatmtdAng b«i the distncted state of 
tlw>]Bnigdiiiii^' {vereBts a foiee beiog'seDt againgt 
Uniy flofiiaMit - td liduce bis castle^ wbloi tiie cnly 
wltmnwiimhSt Un frooU be submission or flights 
Wcvetbeiatteit praoticafale, and if tdsLeo^ yen am 
wtA aware be iteold haw ao mcvcy sbewu hmi* 
Vm^f aboidd be be disposed to give security foot 
Ua^good ooadoot in futmei I dhall nse my intevett 
tarfinelum'froaitbe attainder, and thereby restorer 
bnntDffais saak in socisty^ and the favoar^ bur 
a«MRign««M-^Xott TidU IsonmiBiioite tUs to year 
fiitberf and on reoeiying aiiiTvraiable inessage from 
biai, Lsbsdl instantly malue the necessary appiica* 
tsSB^ whose I faa^e every hope of soccess.^' 

ZkiBiBg this address, Eppie seemed to be stnig« 
gfaig ondar the inflaence of some passion whidt 
fOfnifcd her utmost efibrts to snbdoe. The ra« 
padatiidea with wUch she measored the apart* 
want ; her involmitary starts ; the deep tinge ^at 
dyad her dicdt/aiid tbeflashestfaat shot from iter 
dadi eye, all bore soffioient evidence of the tunml- 
4«oo8 state of her feeKngs. At last, dmwing her- 
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self up to iter fuM lengtbt riie stood erect iD»&wt 
of the knight, and^ ia a siabdaidToice, vefUed)-** 
^ Itgiyesne great paiii. Sir HoaaU, to diKOvep 
that you 'Caiiiiot dkrcei yovtcuM of ceirtuii pcEfo^ 
dices, which induce a belief that it woaU be in- 
consistent with my character to do a gioodaG6io% 
widiDiit some either £rect or latent motiTe of 
sd£-interest at its bottom. It most ever opensio' 
as a severe tax on the returning penitent, that 
tlie malice of the world will net give him credit 
for the sincerity of his intentions of abandonmg 
the paths of Vice, and retnmng to the sandSMy 
of virtue, withotit the rinister stimnkis ofaoow 
occnlt principle, altogether at variance with the 
character he wishes to assume. This most on* 
christtan feeling has been the rain of tbonsaads, 
and, so long as persisted in, will ruin tfaonsuids 
more : For, who would ever attempt the irksomo 
task of self-reformation, with sneh a hostof an«« 
charitable suspicions lurking aronnd them, giving 
a false colouring to every action, and Uke the 
viper, extracting poisonOntof the fairest flower? 
^ Pardon my warmth, which has been caBed 
forth on the present occasion by your ilUberal in. 
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MMBiioii, tlMt I am iocafiablG oC doitfg, a virHi- 
am action £>r its ' mm sake, witbaiit keeping in 
view^ MM^ ebflferact ' pi^sp^l of pexsonal advan- 
tege. I agaiir repeat, for tlie kst - tine^ tbatl 
not rtdeiTe any renmnesaikjoii on aoboontaf* 
I liav« rendcfedyon ; nor wiU I £Me» 
go tiie proud* reflection, that the daughter of Dn* 
fjdA: Grteme, the oatlaw««op Tobbeir,^ if you witty 
Us aa UBoaiioeUed debt of gzatiuide staadingO¥er 
affUnst the house of Cra^^on, fer that safety 
and proteelion tb^ codd not have^-at the time 
aftnded diemselTes. And although I am not ^h 
wate of aivf attsundejr tfakthas dntwn a*iaf' smA^ 
igr aver my fatha*'s shield^ yet -if *aay such exist 
that you can seinove, ^^he must thank you in per* 
son* \¥ith regard to the subject /which led to this 
dsscuBfiion, 1 have yet to apologise. Misled by 
appearances, I too ineaatieosly embraced the eiw 
Tor, that wlmt I am now satisfied* arose only from 
tlie fervid emaaationaof a grateful heart, had a- 
risen fitom feelings of a softer nature. And I too 
rashly acted on this supposition, without duly 
weighing the conseqoeuces of a premature dis^ 
^Eorery of my sentiments. I bare only now, in 
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x^ tus, to beg that yoo^ will: ^palrdoiiir mid fiafot 
4iiat eFQC ffUioh a ckdaj^w i«aa lead^ 

^ I abatt tiesptsa mi jrwr koipilalilF fiwtbo 
timci.m^tio&ed» and sbaH Bvaii mjNidf of ^xmt 
{lanniMaoii to> actnd <»ver ameaaeivgar^ to umomom 
wJmu I snli xBtUTDi ta my father'a boaae^ and to 
pMcme me an escort booie* Benuk ok omt ^ 
xs£igt^9m^.vf\uakyNe oMot again, I trasttkeJMii 
goviotioiift of this day will» by i£ pafftiaa^ ba 
boriad ia oblunon^ jaiid never thonght of maie»^* . : 

Wbib tlss iuterviBBHr waa passiag in Sir BioQaliFIs 
study, oneeqaaUy importaot was in fbtt. pcogucat 
betMreen his Mter aad Father Jasper* He bad 
beard enou^ of the colloquy between £|^e and 
nodencky to oonviaeft kim tbait some {dot was 
baftcbiiig^btttof wfaatnatufehe had yet to leani* 
Ofte part of it did not escape hia, however^ wfaioh 
was the appointment fi»r a second confiMpencey and 
be insisted on the necessity of^ by some means or 
other, becoming acquainted with the snbjeot under 
^discussion* and its msok. To ibis suggestion the kt 
dy most rdigiQusly echoed Ajnen ^ but how tbat 
was to be effected was the question. At last sbe 
recollected that there was in Eppi^'s cb«»beff 



A TALE OF CRi;<30t£T0N CAflTtJ:. 189 



a 1196686 mkk foldtog deon^ which hftdat •neti 
been used a»« wdcdoobe, h«t wil« aovr ^iiipty. lift 
tUs i4it pRifiefltd the pmid «hcNdd be l4dbed ii|ib 
ndlh a prtMusis of libenitiag htm^ MiflooBM the.Gii» 
niljr shotiU to Oi t M— lb W iii' the hdl'fer tapper^ 
ih|aiist this ^ssmagmeai, the finlhdr kadly «b* 
j«iMd^ 'itatii^ the;iiflk beabdiddnui^ if diBleoteil 
hf^^n^ iuc^dkfl^iMUieehBraftti^tti^^hii 
tmnfaM ttirith • teesbg coughy wrhich he eoold ael 
ftuppraM} and when these ohjeeliOM'Weie'efeiw 
tf/Ui, fae«hopedyeBiia i pe e ii i>p »4hephce woeM bd 
found not sufficiently eapttnoss ftr Ub bdlfc. N» 
altarnatiiie BOWMonteed 'fiir hiot hutmeke the 
e»periae»t^ aad he fdUoiired hisHedjr to the fflMI 
ciwiLber, iamking the pvoMtiiin of evevy HMt 
in the^nisttly amd pnyiagraest fervenlily thtlibe 
apestttie ntfgfat bsNteo asmI tarn him. Nay^ sedi' 
wasrhis mvor^ thstt^heweiUdhaveeeinpoiiiMledfiir 
the loss'bfa l6g-i»"aa.snn, corid he theieby hirrer 
goamntoed .his safety txom the daggers ofthr 
drtaded eonspinKtets ^ and wbmk heheaid Ihekey 
gcate lia the rusty look, and saw the IcEnib in whfek 
he was lo be inhomed, ^ ope its pondenms jaws* 
toieoeiTe him^ his terxora overeame him obeA, 
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and he resolntely refused to enter. The lady com' 
manded him od his aUegisiAce to proceed, timt he 
might be locked up belbfe the interview wts at 
an end ; and when his knees fidrly refosed ih^of- 
fice, she took htm by the Arndder/and pashed 
him in. Hcfoond the pkce not so limH^d «a its 
£mensionft as be at first imagined* It cenlaiiiisd. 
a low dielf, on whfehheewodd i»t down. He wHs 
then caationied not to lose a single word of tfaecoft- 
versation, and haytpg^agaia received apfonise of 
Itbei^ion as soon as the bdi rang, he was loeked 
upland left 'to his meditations. 

£ppie no sooner returned to her chamber^ tlian 
she sent finr Roderick, and -.laid 'before him the 
conversation she had with Sit Ronald^ without 
reserve, and craved his adi^ee as to the best means 
of carrying AUaa oC hoh^iasmn^. He re^ed, 
that as the measure she jwoposed was fraught 
with danger, wherein one false step might be fa-^ 
tal to them all, it* required. to beembaiked in. 
with the utmost prudence.; that, ever since she ' 
first ' honoured him with her confidence on the 
subject, he had given it muph of his serious. con- 
sideration; and he believed, if »he possessed, suf-» 
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fieieat xesolntion to eany it into e0ect, be liad 
hit on an expedient which could not fail of put- 
ting not only Allan, but the castle and all it con- 
tained^ entiiely into, her . ppwjer :—.^' Have you 
ever heaxd the story of ^ the Boatman and the 
Standard of Denmiurk ?V' Qn. her refdying in the 
aegative^ he continued^—- ^^ Th^i I must teU it 
you ;»-it is auTsnld legend^ and was recited to me 
by a sentindi^ as I kept ^e turret -watch with 
him one evening s^^but he. assured me it^ had. ob- 
tatned usivi^rsal bdief in the castle. That hci 
alone renders it necessary for you to be ac- 
quainted witir it I and besides^ I am of opinion^ 
that something may be struck out of it which 
may materially forward your views.*' Sh£ nod- 
ded assent, and, desiring him to be seated, as she 
w:as aU attention, he hegjtax as follows 
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CHAP. IX. 



mtnimtV^Wtat. 



■ > 



HastOb the loom cjf h^ pi!epti%»^ 
Iron sleet of arrowy showery 

Hurtles in the darkened air.*' Gray. 

« ■ ■ ■ ; ' i . t ■ 1 > — rrtry ... 

/ • • 

i . - > 

^^ Some centiines zgo, Haco^ Kiogof Denpiark^ 
(or of Norway, as some authors say^) meditating p. 
descept on DubUn, sailed from Orkney with a 
mighty fleet, which, on entering the narrow seas 
that separate the north of Ireland from Gallow;ay^ 
were assailed by a terrible storm, and so complete- 
ly scattered, that the king, with two ships only, 
sought refuge from its fury in Wigtown bay, Ha- 
00, having cast anchor opposite to Cruggleton, he 
despatched a messenger to the castle to communi- 
cate to the knight to whom it belonged, the rank 
of his visitor, with the cause of his coming, and 
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to obtain shelter for his ships till repaired, a sup- 
jply of provisions and other necessaries, and last- 
Ijr, that proper accommodations might be provi- 
ded for his majesty in the castle during his stay. 
The chief of the Kerlies of that day was at a loss 
how to act, in this critical juncture, as on the one 
hand, be wished by all means to avoid giving of- 
fence to such a relentless and vindictive tyrant 
as Haco^ who atsome future time, might take am- 
pie vengeance for any real or pretended insult he 
might receive ; so on the other, he v^s fully de« 
tennined not to admit within his walls such 
treacherous guests. He therefore sent back the 
messengers laden with such lefr^meuts as he 
could furnish on the spur of the occasion, with 
pilots to conduct them to a bay about two milepi 
to the northward of the castle, where they would 
find every convenience they could wish for, ad* 
diog^ that supplies of all kinds of necessaciea 
diould be sent them, and if found requisite, a num« 
ber of mechanics should assist in forwarding their 
repairs ;— he apolc^gised for not waiting on the king, 
in person, and as the cattle was undeigaiDg some 
extensive, though necessary repairs^ he was sorry 



(^ 
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17 he could not have the honour of receiving him 
as his guest. With this answer Haco seemed satisw 
fied. He sailed for the place pointed out by the 
chief, where^ having landed his troops and stores, ^ 
and pitched his camp, he instantly commenced 
an enquiry into the extent of the injury he had 
received, and took measures for having them set 
to rights without loss of time. This affected show 
of cordiality on his part, however, was all as* 
sumed. The prudence and foresight of Kerlie 
' had for the time defeated the object on which he 
had ^ set his heart. He had viewed the castle 
from the sea, and entertaining the most exalted 
idea of Its strength and localities, had formed the 
resolution, that on gaining admission, of which he 
never doubted, he would seize, and hold it as a 
key to the southern counties of Scotland— an ob- 
ject, in which had he succeeded, that would have 
been a fatal blow to the welfare and prospe- 
rity of the kingdom. Baffled in one instance, 
however, he did not abandon his design; but 
still kept up a friendly intercourse with the 
casile ; and the farther to lull their suspicions to 
lest, he issued the strictest orders, that none of 
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liii troops should wander beyond the precincts of 
the camp, nor be found strolling near the castle^ on 
pain of his high displeasure ^ and. that all his cor- 
respondence should be maintained by ab aged domes«. 
tic^ who invariably went and came by sea^and who- 
was known by thedesignation of tlieOld Boatman. 
^ Underallthisseemingshew of friendship, how* 
ever, the Kerlies by no means felt themselves at 
ease-— their suspicions had been completely awak* 
ened, and every trifle afterwards became to them 
:matter of alarm. They wereimpatient at thetardy 
progress the repairs were making, and could not 
avoid occasional commeots en the increasing fse- 
^nency of the boatman's visits. These were 
made on the most frivolous pretences — and they 
had even detected him, when he thought hims^ 
anobserved, examining the fortifications, with a 
keenness of scrutiny, which by no means serv^ 
ed to a]lay their apprehensions^— -particularly^ 
when, in forwarding some repairs, the wor kmen,. 
having found the drawbridge too weak to per*^ 
mit the conveyance of some vejy weighty mate- 
rials over it from the country, had been un* 

der the necessity of streiigthenipg it by a tei^*- 

N 2. 
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porarjr erection, which, for the timey prereoted*!^ 
beiDg raifled. To the bridge^ therefi^re^ they oftea 
fbnnd the attentioa of die Old Boatfnan partioabkriy 
Erected $ and as often as faetfiMind he had afctvact-f 
ed the notice of any other persbn, he withdrew 
id seeming confusion;-«^Frdm all these ciceiun* 
stflfneetfi they were con¥inoed>that»ome ph)t was 
cbntemplated imnncal to their. saCety, but of what • 
nattiie they were unable to. discover. 

** It fortunately happened, howerer, that the 
Kerlie had in his service a* man who had been, a 
prisoner to the Danes for some yearsy and who 
spoke their language. Him be siii||^> out, and 
having arrayed him like a Danish soidier^ sent 
him into the camp to play the ea;?e»<d0opper-*-*-and 
to bring what discoveries he coiddmake^to.hia 
master. This person contrived to elude the Y^ri« 
lance of the sentinel8«i*«nd in the dusk of the 
^evening made his way in, and by concealing him^ 
self in the loyal tent^ where he was. informed a 
council of the 'chiefs were about to assemble, by 
order of die king^ he heard the whole pkn of at- 
tack finally arranged, and the succeeding night 
fixed on for carrying it into effect. As soon a& 
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the€OiiDcil.'bix>ke up^ he made hid escape ia the 
saflie manaec by which he had entered, aad laid 
the paEticulaiB before his chief, wluch amounted 
to this, that the Danes had, in their expedition, 
carried with Ihem their famous enchanted or sa- 
cred STANi>A£j>^ the gift, as theypretended, of the 
three Destinies, or Scandinayian fates, to one of 
their - former sovereigns, &ent by the hand of n 
mighty sorceress, who informed him that its tex* 
tttse was w^Ten out of the mane of alion— and that 
tapceseirve its virtue unimpaired^ it was necessary 
thftt the raven on its field, should be fed at mid* 
night with human blood.* Many surprising virtues 
were attributed to thismysterious Standard, one of 
the mofitimrportant of which was, * that when m^ 
lialedf the spear on which it was elevated> sbakr 
«n to the four winds of heaven, and the aid of the 
three sisters invoked by name, every tii^eit was 
so shaken, they would then appear to the stan- 
dard-bearer, seated amidst the boiling eddies of 
a thunder cloud, armed each with a bow, and 
arrows pconted with, lightning, and sailing on the 

* Godboldt. MyU>. Goth« et Vand« Tom. IV. F, 480» Utr«cht 
Ed. 1691. 
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wings of the tempest, scattering rain and desola* 
tion amidst the ranks of the enemies of Denmark, 
and at the same time rendering both the standard 
and its bearer invnlnerable.' 

*' This mysterious Ensign was tobe committed to 
the charge of the Old Boatman •—who was to ap- 
proach the castle after it was dark, and to gain 
admission by a pretended message from the king. 
He was then to unfurl his standard, and rush to 
the gate opposite the draw-bridge, and there await 
the arrival of the Danes, who were to be posted 
in ambush in the immediate vicinity of the castle, 
and to whom the storm was to have been the sig- 
nal that the spell had taken e£Fect. They were 
then to march over the bridge and assault the gate, 
which they imaged the accumulating horrors of 
the supernatural phenomena, woi:dd render an 
easy purchase; and when once in, every individu- 
al was to be put to the ^word. The Kerlies lost 
not a moment in providing for their safety ;— the 
repairs were suspended, the temporary elections 
Temoved, and the bridge raised, the vaissals quietly 
«called in, and all in silence awaited the issue. 

^^ Atlast the eventful evening arrived. Sometime 
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after it was dark, the Old Boatman was seen ap- 
proaching the harbour. Being hailed by the sen- 
tinels, he replied that he brought a message from 
the king to their chief, as he intended to sail in 
the morning, the repairs being completed. He 
was admitted, and the instant he landed was seiz- 
ed by a guard, who took the Standard from him^ 

• 

and having bound him, carried him into the 
court of the castle, where the whole garrison was 
drawn up under arms. In the centre a gallows 
was erected, and he was ordered up for immedi- 
ate execution. 

<^ The veteran turned with a look of contempt to 
the chief, and said, < Think not because I have 
failed in carrying my sovereIgn'*s orders into efiSsct, 
that you are thereby rendered secure. The fatal 
Standard is within your walls, and your castle, in 
consequence thereof, becomes a fief of the crown 
of Denmark. Such are our laws, and as such I 
claim it in behalf of my royal master. See that 
dark portentous cloud that rises in solemn majes- 
ly from ihe west, and whose fiery outline glows 
like a furnace from the reflection of the rising 
nioon : there sits enthroned the Sisters of Den- 
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mark— I see the quiver of Friga, the treble ahidici 
of Sangrida, and the spear of Hilda. They come 
to assert my claims, and to bear me in triumph 
to their airy halls I I come—I come^-dedcend in 
yomr chariot of clouds, and receive my depart- 
ing spirit I' At that moment a peal of low mut- 
tering thunderdied away to the north, when, cast- 
ing his eye westward with a flash of wild rapture,' 
he cried, < My prayer is heard ; and this night, 
dead or alive, will I unfurl the fatal Standard on 
your walls ;— -and not this night only, but on every 
succeeding anniversary, till the end of time, shall 
its dusky volumes wave over your battlements, in 
token of your subjection to the crown of Den- 

* 'I ■■•'J ; I 

mark.— I now go to quaff from the sciilts oi mine 
enemies the blood of the celestial vintage— to scour 
tbe fields of aether on the steads of Odin— io paint 
the meteors of the pole — to point the lightning, 
and to barb the hail.^ So saying, he contrived to 
free one of his hands, and drawing a concealed 
dagger, plunged it in his bosom, and expired in a 
moment. 

' ^^ The Banes waited long for the ma^cal signal, 
^out nothing beyond the ordinary course of events 
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iiititiiig them fbrward^ they setit a ismull piq[udt; 
whio'fcsmtiottsly apptbachecf the draWbridge^ whleV 
ithey^footici rai&e^ ; and firom thi& and gome othek* 
ptecantlcns whi^h had been adopted^ tKey becarni^ 
aasttred that their plot had been' diBCoverei 
They therefore ivithdrew to their camp with dl 
poisible secrecy, using every precaution to goaitf 
against surprise, where, striking thei^ tenti^, addf 
getting every thixkg on board, they sailed by day- 
light, and were never more heard of.— Their ' sa- 
cred Standard was thus letl in' possession of t fie 
Keiiiies, who, being eqnally superstitious with the' 
Danes themselves, respecting the "drtuc^ oftheen- 
chanted' ensSgB,*hetd« council of war on what' 
Aould be done with it.' Many conflicting opi- 
nions were given on the subject ; but the majority, 
alarmed at the threatened visit of the boatman; 
and of their mysterious subjugation to the cr6\i^ 
of Denmark, voted that it should be commltteif 
to the itames. And to carry this resolution into ef- 
fect, a huge pile was erected in the eourt^yanJ, 
and the unfortunate ravlm was on the eve of hav- 
ing his {dumage singed^ when, juist as thcfy had 
tied it to a stake in the middle, and were apply- 
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iag the toxch to kindle the fire, a peal of thun- 
der shook the castle to its foundation, and a fe-. 
male figure of gigantic stature snatched it from 
the pile, and soaring aloft^ was lost in the bospm, 
of the cloud. 

^^ The boatman, it is believed, has kept his pro- 
mise^ or rather threat, and not only on the night 
•f lus death, but on the same night of every sue- . 
ceeding year, the small boat, with its rower, is 
seen to approach the harbour at midnight ; the 
spectre lands and the guards fly before it, leaving 
every gate open in tbeir retreat : It msoches for- 
ward to the turret, fronting the drawbridge 
where the standard is displayed, till the cock 
crows, when a fiery chariot descends, into which 
he mounts, and after encircling the castle three, 
times, waving the Sag, soars aloft, and disappears 
in a stream of brilliant light. Now, two nights, 
only have to elapse, till the period of his annual 
visit returns, being the evening of the day on. 
which you purpose leaving the castle. — I shall 
go over to Kirkdaugh, and ofifer such reasons for. 
your conduct as I know must satisfy your father, 
and if he will be guided by me, I shall engage 
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ta place the;ca8tle and its proud dhief at his mercy. 
My plan is^ tbat yon depart at the time appoint* 
ed^ and i«tiini at night in the habiliments of the 
Spectre Boatman, not forgetting your Standard; 
that the whole of your father's forces embark^ 
and follow yon at a short distance in profound si* 
leilce. \¥hen you gain the harbour, you shall dis« 
j)layasmall torchon the point of your spear; 
this shall be the signal that the sentinels are fled. 
Tour friends must then piill in with muffled oars, 
and follow you at a short distance up the dange« 
Tous acclivity, and the court-yard once gained, all 
is durown,—»as the garrison, taken so completely 
by surprise, will be incapable of making any se- 
rious resistance. It will then be easy to force the 
gates by fire,— K>r even to threaten the castle it- 
self with the same element, ahould they refuse to 
surrender at discretion. 

*^ But this is anticipating the worst and most im- 
-probable event tbat could happen, as the Kerlies, 
4)n the first alarm, will rngh out, and your father 
iwill have ample provision made fortheirreception. 
And when the combat, Or rather slaughter is rag- 
ing around, how easy will it be for you to single 
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out Allan— -and even tbe kni^t, if you wiab it^ 
find carry them on board your vessel as prisonenv 
and I have a presentiment that the rest mi9St ba 
at yonr father's disposal. 
' ^ There is only one thing in the above arrange* 
ment, to which yon can oflSsr any serions object* 
lion«^t&M is, the personification of the speetie 
Dand, and the hazard you run of coming in oon« 
tact with the real boatman; but this you may 
avoids by anticipating his time of appearing for an 
hour— nor conld he, if a true Dane, possiUy take 
offence at your assuming his semblance, to assure 
you success in an expedition wherein he Mied^— • 
or probably th^ ^^^le is a fiction ; but as it has 
gained a firm belief in the castle, it makes alike 
for your purpose bs if it were trues*--^! have now 
told you my story, and the plot on which you are 
to rear your superstructure, and wait your aB> 
swer.'* 

*^ You have been inspired by the sjnrit of the 
Dane,^' Eppie cried, jumpbg up in a tran^ort^ 
and griping his hand,-^<< yonr plot is divine^ and 
shall be acted on to the letter,--Handif my&tker 
engages for his part, it cannot fail ; go, and pre*- 



A TALE OF CRUCOLJETON CASTLE. 205 



pare for yoar journey in the morning,— -as the 
pinnace must return for me on the ensuing day,— 
and then, Cruggleton, stand fast, for I will shake 
thy walls, from the battlements to the foundation, 
and teach thy haughty piaster that I am not to 
be insulted with impunity. Ijet us now separate 
for the night ; uorjnust I be suspected of holding 
any secret ooixeqiofid^Bce with you, more than 
the rest of my followers. I sittll therefore, be« 
fore your departure, give you what instructions 
I may think proper in public — and be sure you 
are one of the party. that retarEs for ;ne^ as 
Isbali be most aoxipua to learn your reception 
from, my fiitl^er, and. if .he will fall in lyith ow 
plan.***I hear the bell, sa good night." She then 
feasted her; d^i^a ^mkL bi^steued to, the, h^lU . 
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CHAP. X. 



<« .lAlany.— See thTielf, defU !«- 
Proper deforooity leenu not in the fiend 
So horrid as in woman.** Lkaiu 



The knight's sister waited with impatience 
the breaking up of the conference ; and as soon 
as she had lodged Eppie fairly m the hall^ she 
hastened' to liberate the priest She found him 
more dead than alive :— his £ace livid ; his joints 
trembling ; and large drops of perspiration ex- 
uding from every pore. <* Well, what discove*^ 
ries have you made ? Tell me all at once." '< Dis- 
coveries !^' he replied ; ^ O bring me to the open 
air, and give me a little water, for the sake of 
the blessed virgin— or even should it be only wine. 
— O, Saint Ninian help us, or we shall soon all 
be sailing on thunder clouds^ amidst gigantic wo« 
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men, black standards^ and old boatmen ; while en- 
chanted ravens and savage Danes, drink our 
blood out of their own sculls t O, tis an iirfer- 
nal plot, and if we do not escape, the castle will 
be whirled three times- round the battlements in a 
chariot of fire, and carried off in a clap of thun- 
der !*' '* Why, Father Jasper, recollect yourseUv 
Tonr wits have gone a wool-gathering. These 
are the ravings of a distempered brain. Take 
time, and arrange your scattered ideas, and &« 
vour me with something like a consistent narra- 
tive, that if any danger be near ns> we may be 
prepared either to meet, or avoid it/' ** O, hdjf 
danger indeed is near us ;— it is above our heads ; 
—it is below our feet ; — it comes armed with 
barbed lightning and pointed hail ; — it comes i^ 
midst red cauldrons of pitchy darkness, and the 
moon in the middle of it." '' This is downright 
fienzj ;— retire to your chamber, and I will apo- 
logise for your absence from supper;— and try, 
by the tunfe I return, to rally your scattered sen- 
ses, and have your discoveries reduced to a tangi- 
ble shape.'* '< O, lady, forgive me, for horror 
has frozen the current in my veins, and sent the 
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m . 4 • 

saoguoe streaoi back like icicles to mjr hs^xtm 
I know not what I have said,, bat i^tom aa soon 
aa yoa <;aii^ and biing. Sir Bpi»ld ^wi^j^oo, aa 
«riiat I have to tell i^vi4Y^ fhe .saEety of .na alL* 

As soon as the coinpa;(ijjre^iedy ^ tria.ii^ei 
in the Ifidy's tjparta^t^aad jFf^therJ.»^)^J;ii^^ 
i;ot tbebetter.of.hisfears»^|^ye a ,Qirciw»ftfayi^rf 
idetail. of what the ieai^€;;r ba^ f^^i^JT b^ninftgnn* 
ed« The lady then stated hei; .p^yions. snapl* 
cioQs of the good £uth of the (3ri:aenes^,jpd that 
the scifsming magnanimity of . ]E)ppif; .ym , opLjr^ a 
cloak to disguise some latent txj^hMTj s— H^t 
certain ioadverteneies on the jp^ oJT t^ei^ fpn^ 
had first awakened her suspicions of s<Hne,^eep 
^ign a>i^inst ASSam. "P^P^ ^ poiposely de. 
la^cd making him a^naintedwith, till she should 
bo in^ppssession of 9onie tai^glble fact, on. which 
she could pest her accusation j| which, by.the^gpod 
man^ment of F^her Ji^per»,sjhe.i^9w fortiina^ 
ly was. 

Sir Ronald, after Jt^J^nkipg, . then^ |for. their 
zeal and alacrity, f4ded, t|iat the. pJp^^Mf.gaTC 
him. little uneasjiiess^ as it reg^iured ,Qoly to 
be known to be d^fioated., ^ut how, to pm?ed in 
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tt^iMBaer tlial would be le&st iojurious to their 
ipvart, was the point diat pozded him. The lady 
md ftkBt Tdnemently protoited a^unst any mid. 
Ae Qomrae. Tfa^ represented^ that an opport«- 
v^ had x^fewd itself for extirpating this nest of 
iQpiibera ant {mtes ; mi should he^ from any mis- 
HAsu prise^le of lenity, neg^ct to avail himself 
of it, he would be aasweicable to his God and his 
ooontry , for every act of violence and murder • 
dwy nuigbt tfiereafter coomiit ;.*^that none were 
sfrMkBriy vo sofler from his ill-timed mercy as him- 
silf, hk Smdif and ftiends ^-^tliat although the 
ficeseut jdoi had be^ discovered by their foresight 
«iid 4il jgettce, yet a spirit of enterprise was mani'- 
ie^^ tfarei;^ the whole of it, that at some fu- 
ture peiiod Utight lead to a more successful ter- 
minali^n in another shape, and end in the total 
jdiitt ^ his bouse. They suggested the propriety 
oC hijwg the whole befo^re a council of his £dend% 
and being in some measure guided by their 
OfOuoBB, Tbi$ having been done, the result 
w«% that' the Gnemes should be allowed to fall 
by the suave they bad laid for the destruction 
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of othen ; and all that Sir lloDald could otodii 
' was a pledge of safety for £|^ie. 

- The reader k referred to the iatrodoctiaii Smt 
the localities of CruggletOQ, and oolyxeqiikes lo 
be leminded, that a vdoding path led upwands 

- from the barbonr to the castle, and that u wasiAr 
tersected by a wril, having a gate and portcoUis 

' at the high watev-mark, a&d the same i»£&kCBB 
at the entry into the courtly ard. • • > 

The plan of operations for the approachisg Gon«- 
-test having been finally arranged, they, as a farther 
measare of precaution, ordered two of their best 
vessels to be manned with picked crews, and to he 
silently withdrawn in the dask of the evening, and 
placed in an ambo8h> i& a small cove, for the pur- 
pose el cutting off the retreat of the ^et. r 
Nothing particular occurred duriagtbereffiaiii- 
ing period of £p{He% visit The^fty of her 4o- 
jparture at length aitived ; a few words fitim Roi^ 
derick informed her^ that her faAer wan faUy 
satisfied widt the raplanation given him; that 
he entered warmly into her plans; and thateveij 
thing would be found in readiness on her arrival 
for giving full effect to them. She was overjoyed 



.> 
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at the Uiforiihaliony and hastened her departure. 

Qd taking leavt;. of Sir RoDald^' she was again 

pressed ta accept a reward oS sooua kind^^-whick 

she atiU' firmly rejected. To hia sister, she oon* 

ducted herself with a stately reserve^— to Allaa 

wMt kindaesS) without beiog paiiicular, and on 

wttiflg jher valedictory adieas to all, a shade of 

dark and portcBtoils laeaaiag over^pxi^ heK 

cottQteQaQce, which each knew well bow to io- 

tei*piel» 

Her retom was bailed with boisterous revidry. 

at Kiifkohii^. Uer father either did gite, or 

(H&Gmei to gi?e foil credit to her asi^rtions, that 

tbe whote of her conduct from first to kst, was 

i\i» result of a deep laid plan of loUing the Ker- 

lied into a fatal security, that she might afterwards 

daUver them all into hiisr bands. She only coadi- 

tioned for the safety of AUaa-^whora having once 

deliver^, she could not ^hink of devoting to do- 

fliltnictkin, Bu^ld, over! whose mental optics a 

kindof mooalight inoslUgence seemed to beam~« 

imagined he had now discovered the true main* 

luring which gav6 impulse to a line of conduct so 

ifiexplioabie aaber^s had hitherto been ; but as to 

o J 
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notice most have been to censure it, he was silent 
tat the time, and promised every thing she requir. 
ed, fully resolved, however, that once in possemon 
of the castle, he would wind up the tragedy in his 
0wn way. 

Nor were the Kerfies idle at this most impor- 
tant crisis. The whole of their pewcrJTul chm 
were called up, and received orders to enter the 
castle in the dusk of the evening— in small parties, 
and in the most profound silence. The hattle- 
ments were loaded with missiles of every descrip- 
tion, the furnace was lighted, and the pitch ket- 
tles filled — ^the arbalasts were fixed, and the bolts 
piled in hen ps— and the whole of their defensive 
measures in the most forward state of preparation. 
At last the eventful evening came, accompanied 
with a dense haze and drizzling rain : this was 
hiuled as a fortimate omen by both parties, as it a1- 
fewed each to make their preparations unobservted 
by the other. About an hour before midnight, the 
sentinels, who were on the alert, observed a small 
boat approach the harbour, and at a distance they 
beard the plash of oars, although the fog prevent- 
ed thw observing how near they were. The skiff 
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l^ided in ia $1)011069 and a figure in comjletb aiw 
jQOiir, Ihmiig dse fintal Standard ia its hand, land- 
«dt aod i^pxoached tbe gate ; the drawbridge was 
lowered, and the fioand of jretreatuag footsteps was 
<heard in fall flight towards the cas^. ^ AU goes 
ri^/' said the figure, softly ; ^ light the torch.** 
Immediately a dozen of men started up from iho 
b^dtom^ Vihffte tbey had lain concealed, and a smaB 
fitful s^tttn of pale light diot its &ebk rays 
tbiOttgh the dense atmosphere, ^' Let six lemain 
to s^ure the gate,^ says £ppi<, *^ till my father 
arrives^ and the rest follow me for the same por« 
pose above— but he is here akeady, and I must 
proooed with my superaatnral prelqg^ic " So say* 
ijilg, sh^ advanced rapidly up the path, waving her 
Sag as she went. Dugald at that instant shot si* 
lently into the harbour, and commenced his de» 
barkation* His confederates, left at the gate, gave 
bim the preconcerted signal that all was well. He 
now issued his final orders^— -^^ to spare no living 
soul belonging to the £erlies-^to seize no priso* 
Ders." And taking one or two of his confidendal 
assassiiis aside, he hinted, in jHretty plain terms, 
that if a random blow was deak to Eppie in the 
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rtiife, it woald beafatottrooDferred •& ltti]i-*-a$^ 
her having once betray«d him, put an ^nd: ta M 
future confidence, and he was folly awanetli«td» 
ordera now issued by him, would for efereBtiop* 
guish any reinaiQiDg sparks of filial afibcdon tliaft> 
might still linger in her bosom. Ha- then gave or^ 
ders to advance with rapidity and silence. 

In the mean time, £ppie approached the upper 
gate, and met the same reception as below ; the 
bridge was lowered, and the sentinel ied. Scafce- 
ly had she posted her remaining patty, when she 
saw the head of her father ^s oohunn emjorgiog 
firom the defile.. She proceeded with a slow mea-» 
sored step as they deployed into line in the oomt^ 
yard, till she reached the land«gate, when, rapidly 
ascending the turret, for the purpose of fixing her 
atandaxd, her ears were astounded with the clank* 
ing of chains, the thundering Ml of the portcul- 
lis, the blast of a trumpet, and the cry of treat., 
cfaery \ She threw down her standard, • and drnw^ 
ing her sword, was rushing to join her father, 
when her flight was intercepted by Sir Ronakl( 
at the head of a party Of his domestics, all com* 
pletdy armed. « Yield,'*,he cried, «^ and s»?e your 
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life. Tour whole plot lias faeeop diseavef^' and 
Imtf kcire to«8f«yott frcKo the OENnuige that oiaat' 
^nsiie.- — ^Follow me into the castle, and vely ob- 
ay ptt>ntise of heing still treated with heuour and 
mpect*'* To this frieMHy gveetiag she replied 
hy a blew which felted bin to the groitiid ; aad- 
was in her inrn stretched beside him, by the bat- 
i\e*9a.e of one of his retainers, and both e£ them 
oarried'into the castle by a pestem, which waa 
secured bdrind them. 

l%e defensm plan of Ae Kerliea had by thi» 
time fhHy deve1<^d itsdlP, and Ihe onfortunalo 
Graemes became sensiUe, when too- kte^ ^ tho' 
ram that had orertakea them : For imtead el- 
one sentinel, two bad been posted at each gate— ^' 
one fied to decoy them forward, and one remain* 
ed to exeoote his chiefs orders ; for as soon as' 
they had all pas^ the harboor-gate, the iemain«/ 
iDg sentind dropt the portcnlKs, and, unhooddng' 
a link of the chain, threw one enddowoi and rol* 
led die otherabout the winch ;— he dien raised' 
the drawbridge^ and fled along the top of the waU>' 
concealing himself in a cleft of the precipice. 
The same lock place above, with this difference. 
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thtt inilead of permitting the Whoteoftbe Qtssm^ 
t0 cater the cowt^yard, tte poiteiiHisftUii» seoa 
80 the half passed in* 

By diia tiaie» the eombaty if eombat it m^l 
be esMtdf raged in the eoor t*yard with droad&il 
fiiry. The GrsBioesy fairly caught ia the tail, and 
ucged oa hy despair^ made a despecate effort to 
fiMce die gatea 4tf the eaatle ; but it. waa barrioad- 
ed in a manner that defied th&t utmost streagtftbc 
In the mean time, the boming pkch alad sidphar 
descended cm their haada in fiaoiag^ tvtwts ; 
urinie darts, spears, arrows, stcHies, billets iQf wood, 
and bars of iron, flew amongst them iil^e haiL-^ 
It waa one of those soenes on whieh the eye ^ ik 
WBivior eoidd hatve dwek for ever» The castle it-^ 
self rose in silQmi inajesty> towering amidst the. 
dam vapour, with wfaioh its ontline was blraded $ 
while its battlements, like the crato: of a volcano^ 
sent a fiery dehige iato the court-yard beneath* 
The twang of the arbalasts-^the hiss of the bolta 
•«-the thoodeiiag reverberations itf the more pon* 
derous missiles^-^the shouts of the combatants--^ 
the groans of die wonnded, mingled with the harsh 
monotonous swell of the oceao, that rolled at <a 



th^^^/cl) ^ i^^lMiI^VE^ of ijlie t9mfi« svUiiDfi^ 

tb$tf Ukip ih9 wixe ^f a poetical <:09dq«t«r»iVQiM 
Iffye fU yi ted ywrka.of fiiefiwiathe fen cf Ihot& 

KofTwei^tbeiUitQntioi^of thi^ l^rii^^l^il- 
fiin^ljr.capSs^ jto tbo^ in the ^ouit^ywr^s fejc 
t^ renMHttdei: of the Gneiqes^ ciocqped up betwoen 
tbe.two g^tes, alike attract^ their notice^ a9 
the 4»i9er^a8 paith-^v^y through ita whole raqge^ 
Vim aeea and c omm a ndf^d from the parapet of 
l|]ie,ivaUgftii^iU>dipg the eowt n^t the sea, 90 the, 
aawo engines i>f deatimptioA were aboweined. w. 
theix ^efeneelesa heads*. Many ifiefieotnal at* 
tempts were made to Sojpoe the harboor gate^ ndae 
the poitcuUia and retire to their ahipa. But the 
pieeaatiaiia i^ready taken, rend^^ that effoijt 
unavaiUiig, as they were destitute of the oieavs 
of muting the severed chain. At last^ their cries 
l^r^oug^t their compaiuoiis left in the fleet to their 
aidy who siuxeeded in throwing a knotted rope 
OTer the wall^ by whieih about a hnndxedof thea 
escaped to their diipa. 

The Kediesi tired of this distant speeies of 
wariaEe, threw 9pen every door in the castle. 
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fflid nished oat sword m haad ; %at ahd I kete n* 
trumpet sounded the note of stem d^biioe,*-^^!^ 
dose-w6dged ranks stood widi upliftbd ^etcptmsj 
tfwaitingthe coniing tniset — ^no mnmrar was iMxid 

r 

in tbe court, except the expiring groans t>f 
wi«tehes in the hd throes dTmofta} agony, 'or the 
fbeble, h^-sappressed voice, that hnmUy sued 
for mercy. The portcullis was then raised, and 
they rushed down the path, which they found 
strewed with the mangled remabs of the nnfertn- 
n^te invaders. — The sentinel returned, and toM 
the escape of the Graemes over the wall^ and the 
flight of their ships. Slow and warily tfae}^ return* 
ed, and having posted a strong guard at each gate, 
and disposed of their prisoners in the dungeons of 
the castle, they repaired to the hall, aodin mourn-' 
ftil silence awaited the coniing day. 

At length the wished-for dawn appeued, the 
grey mist began to roll itself up like a curtain — 
distant objects hecame more and more distinct, 
till at last the whole landscape of the eastern side 
H>f the bay, became developed in all its magnifie^rt 
suUimrty of outline ;— the household watched in 
4nost anxious expectation the soft tread of every 
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i t m s iMA. I Ilti ^w Ktlllalitre, but ttt bofM «E4is 
]sti0MPety hiid diMippe«red« TafippM'dieibloir 
lMid*lMM ioslintatieoiisif ftitl^ i^lan linDgMf r lis 
father's conch withthe most agoiiind'BaliBiidib. 
-a»<wmBaifisfpt$ited^ iftt his hthaet was Idbft^ 
tElMfr ttvara* was a .piOHMite^cui the Jbiam irisUchedti- 
|ntv0d hmrx^ff'SensjlHlfty. 

lAaiioonasifo mormiig ligl^jhait je&deied ob* 
jMtaiCHMoiecly -«isa>ie^ they agaia retutned to4he 
oMitt)'idr the.pwpofle «f eximiniiig.i]iQre mionle* 
l]f('kiltttfae dnaitani'ef'theDigbt^ where <they met 
with- nolfatBg but objeetaof the most re^^akkig 
dHuaetei^ On saarchkig amcmgtfae sfaiio^ they 
fooiid Dngaid Grsemey-his head literally dashed to 
pieces witbti stoae. TJpwaids-of two hundred were 
foasd dead, all of whom wero buried in the old 
chitrcb-yafd of GsiiggleloDi-«-Theie iaroae edition 
of the legend, whieh says, that Ddgdd and £ppie 
Gxesmo were baried in Ktrkokm^, and what 
seems to give eomtenancevto this latter assertioa 
is a s^iObe, which is evidently a s^nkhral monn^ 
nienty still: standing in the bottom of th^ dileh. It 
-has had an iascription cut very deep on it, bot 
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try4^o«emr> im i nftiitt ' Aft xwati to n , that it wmA^ 
dK.pboe of sepdtilie of the dtiing. firwhooter 
amI.Ui JkinaiBOiiisB daaghtdr. 

The two fiUpB . detached on 4Jm pievioai jereDk 
iaig^ efaeyed die instmetkiis givea thtm, inth 
such promptitude^ that thejr intaeej^ted' the 
OwaamB, faefere.they \fcn well dbav a£ die her* 
bear; aad alfter > short reaartmce thay o ftied4o 
caplidate^ and to snrmder the fleet and eiatky eft 
emiditioii their lives were spaiedy and that 4bey 
should be taken into the knightfs serrioe* These 
terms beiag agreed to, daejr landed a mesaeager 
to ooBirey the inteUigeDoe of the tiealy to the 
eastle^and'torepoitthat they had sailed for JUek^ 
elaogh to cany its sewseral articks into efieet. 
Ifiany an anxioos look was cast across the bay, 
aad many a dobtous conjeotare hazaidedas to the 
piobaUecaase of their long delay, still dreading 
aoate latent daplknty on the part of the Gnemes, 
AthMt, aboat mid-d^, the sentinel from the hat- 
tkments gave the alarm that Kirkdaugh was ob 

, and immediately afterwards their feet was 
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9«en eiiiei^§^ &om the cloud of bmJsjs^ wUch 
cihai^snl tke^aateni aide 4if the bay. Thqr wtfc 
aifaeioidafale appeaBraBce^ as thejr approaolwd mth 
s fittC'Wtad^ haioDg jsot only the fleet of Dsgatd 
Graeme, bat that of the Feathentonea iisder their 
OfMiYoy* They aeon reached the haibonr ; and the 
ooQusander of die expedition xepqrted^ that leay* 
mg the GxQBmes under a goaid, except afewtogain 
them admistioB, the j ascended to the- castle^ and 
cwldnothdpa^hDttringitsaraaziikgstiengtb, and the 
inaaiense xicbeft which tw^ity yem of plunderand 
piOageii ad amassed within ka wldb;«— 'that while 
iiiey . weie busied making these €bs«rvaticHi% they 
became, sensible of a dense stifling vapour, whidh 
xoUbd in whixUng eddies past the window, and 
tainted the atmosphere of the room where they 
i^ood* Aery of firearose, and they heard a cracks 
Uog noise bom a snite erf*, upper chambers in whidi 
tbeirtieafiaDe^jattdothervalnables werekq[>t» They 
flf^w to the spot, in hopes of eKtingnishing it, but 
it had made so much progress that k defied 
their utmost effints to xeadi it, the wh<rie stair- 
ease being filled with flame. They then bethoun^ 
them of the Engludi prisoners, whom they forto- 



234 tHE STANDARD OF DENMARK | 

become doubly necessary to her now, as a discoveiy 
badbeen made at Cardoness mthin these few days, 
which had fixed the mnrder of M'Cnlloch of Kirk« 
claugh on her father as accessory before the fact, 
^is was the apprdbension of" Dick o' the Ha^,** 
whoy after a lapse of more than twenty years, 
was retaming to his old friend Dngald, to daiod 
his stipulated reward for the nmrder. He was m^ 
in a narrow path by the young knight of Card<^ 
ness, attended by a few followers, of whom Angni^ 
was one, and was instantly recognised by the lat^ 
ter, who gave the alarm, and after a short resist- 
ance Dick was taken. Finding that erasion would 
serve him no purpose, he oiflfered to make some 
important discoveries respecting Dugald Greeme, 
the particulars of whicb were as follows :--^Th&t 
in his youth he had paid his addresses to a lady 
of great beauty and accomplishments of the name 
of Scott, the daughter of a chief of some note on 
the border; but she belAg under an engagement 
to another, who was one of the powerful fiunily of 
fXiot, was soon after married to him. They lived 
an great happiness for some years, she having two 
children ;<— thatGneme, watching his opportunity 
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vAt&n hit husbftiid was absent 00 some feudal ser- 
Yi«^«d y^^chief,* stir^risedfhts hoose, and'sdadng 
CD tbt Isiiij ittd het t^M i^BiAtA)f<:ssntltBA them to 
a castle bekmgiiig to some of bis friends oik lilto 
English side of the bordei^ :^Aat the di 
liUisbatK^ having ifiscovered theioute of the 
vish^ made a{>^oadbn to the vmitietk' ot the 
Engltsh iiiiAkehes for assistance to have his fiunBy. 
i^estoted, and die tieachoous invader of Ins peace 
brought topattishnia&t:-—thatthewafder,indignatit 
St the outrage, sent a force to demand the sub- 
ttdssion of Gteme, and the restontioii'of the byfy 
aadcbildnen nninjured'; and in theevent of a re^. 
fttsal^ to reduce the castle by foi^ of arms, and 
to deliver him iq» to the vengeance of ISliot. 

Graeme, depending on the strength of the plae^ 
and' the asristaiite (^ his kindred^ stood on his de^ 
ftnce i-^i^^mA si(3St « despemte resistance, finding 
himsrif xcAiced'to the hist esctremitjr, he put the 
lady^and her chihben to death ^ and setting fir^ top 
the castle, actnalljr cut hia way throngk the bei.' 
fii^gm^ ttid effected his escape.-«fie was then . 
oothiwed by both kingdomsi his lands attainted^ 
and a piice set on his head; 
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. He afterwards joined a baadof moss-troppers ua- 
d6r Sir David Ajmstroag, ivith whom he remained 
for some time ; Jiut after maiking a few.hair^breadtb 
escapes* he finally left, the border^ and arrived at 
:Kirkdattgh, as has been shewn. 

' Althou^ Diok's journey in quest of his re- 
.waid^ was thus unfortunately traversed, he never- 
thelessmet with one, much.more consonant to the 
tenor of his former life— for he was hanged over 
the battlements in the ensuing morning. 

Little remains more to be told. Angus having 
obtained all necessary information respecting the 
deaths of Dugald and Eppie Graeme, returned to 
Cardoness with the intelligence ; and the lands of 
Kirkclaugh reverted back to the house of the 
feudal chief.— Sir Ronald. died the third day, and 
was intezved beside his Rosabelle; and AUan^ 
(now Sii^ Allan,) having negociated a peace with 
the Featherstones, set them at liberty, and restocw 
ed their ships : and so lasting was the friendship 
thus cemented,, that, when one of the Feather** 
stones^ who joined the Earl of Northamberhind, 
ip an insurrection against the Government, waa 
obliged to fly, he was hospitably received by Sir 
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Allan Kerlie, and had laada assigued him, on 
which he built a castle oa a promontory on the 
sea shore, the ruins of which bears the name of 
Castle Feather to this day. 

Nor were the Graemes forgotten : they had a. 
considerable territory made over to them on the 
outskirts of the domain, on which they were ea* 
tablished ; and to do away as far as they possibly, 
could, the odium attached to their name, they 
reversed it, and called themselves Macdougalds ;. 
which in process of time was amalgamated with 
that of families beariog a name something similar ; 
and on an examination of a map of the county,, 
a place will be found which requires only the 
addition of a single letter, to identify their city 
of refuge. 

We may be censured by some of our fair read- 
ers for leaving our hero in a state of single bless- 
edness, when it would have added to the interest 
of our narrative to have linked his fortunes to 
those of some smiling dame, and given him a do- 
zen chubby sons and daughters to have peopled • 
his halls. £ut as we cannot find, in our legen- 
dary authority, that such was the case, wc can- 

p2 
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only h^ard % coDJecturey that as we know no* 
thing tb the contrary, some such adcident did real- 
ly befai him. 

Nor have we been more fortunate in our at- 
tempts to discover, from contemporary evidence, 
wtethc^ or not the Old Boatman still honours 
the ruins with his annual visit. The last ac- 
count we could gather of him was, that about six- 
ty or seventy years ago; a lady of high rank, tra- 
velling near the castle in the night-time, wa^ siir- 
prised to see them brilllaintly illuminated ; and oa 
Iboking up, beheld an armed figure standing on 
the arch, and waving an immenile flag round his 
head. She mentioned this on her return home, 
atid was immediately told that it was the Sjpectre 
Boatman and the Danish Standard. She having 
never heard of th^ I^eiid, was terrified at her 
rencontre, and would i^evisr travel in its neigb- 
bdnrhood after sunset again. 

Before finally disinissbg the present subject, 
it may be proper, on our part, to give a brief no^ 
tice or tiVo of the name (^ MCuUoch, so often 
mentioned in our legend. In spite <^ the re- 
vdltttions by which many great and noble &mi- 
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lies in Galloway have been either consigned to 
oblivloD, or doomed to obscurity, they have still 
maintained their ground, and even at this day^ 
rank among the highest of the ancient aristocm- 
cy of the province. 

In the year 1301, when Edward I. invaded 
Galloway, we find Thomas M'CuUoch Cprobably 
of Merton), sheriff of the county of Wigtown, 
which proves, that even at that early period, 
they were a family of importance. And though 
they are now branched out into many a devious 
channel, such as Barholm Ardwell, Torhouse, 
Auchingool, Enockbrex &c. yet they all look up 
to the great baronial family of Merton, as their 
ancient feudal head« 
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MZifUEB OF ELDaiG. 



An' aoe cby»e of.gQl4e roun' his quhgrte Ipb* ^Pc> 
An' ,ane key of yion in bis lovelie baundCy 
An* at his feet lay ane magicke wande. 
•Jie wh^^the wan^e o'er the elinte aae grcj, 
An*4cbawit the care quhare ane treasoor lay." 

ScHia Patrick QuHAaaov, 
An old GaUovidian TaU^ 



Tb£ bejUef thftt hidden treaaives were com* 
mkted t€rtbe beeping of eertain fiuboidinate spi-* 
nts, wbo^ fi»r A limited period, contracted to nuun- 
tw strict watch and ward over them^ seems to 
^ye formed a leading feature in the snperstitious 
deed of Ml nations who have made the slightest 
advances in civilization : the monstrous seipents 
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of the Gentoos — ^the Peri-axek of the Persians-— 
the Sheck-damas, or spirit of the mines of the 
Scandinayians— in short, every country in the ha- 
bitable globe, wherein the accumulation of gold 
was held as an object of desire^ seems to have ap^ 
pointed their own visionary chancellor over the 
Exchequer of Plutus, from the terrific Genii of 
Arabian fiction down to the humble russet-clad 
brownie of our own native glens. 

Many circumstances woold lead to the conclu- 
sion that this belief arose out of^ or rather became 
the consequence of the lawless state of society 
that prevailed in the early ages of the world. 

That the desire of possessing has been coeval 
with the recognition of exclusive inheritance, is a 
fact that will not be disputed ; and even at the time 
when property was confined to flocks and herds, 
we'End the same selfish principle in full opera- 
tion ; but during the currency of these ages of pas- 
toral simplicity, when the wants of man were few, 
and his supplies ample, the stimulus to unlawful 
appropriation, though not altogether unknown, 
might be considered as only in embryo. Nor 
did this evil, though still increasing with the in- 
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creasing wants of society, become the demoralis- 
ing monster it afterwards did, till the introdiiction 
of the precious metals as a circulating medium, 
and equivalent for all the necessaries and luxuries 
of life. This gave a new impulse to the passions, 
and introduced a new era into the history of moral 
delinquency. 

At a period when the principle of right and 
wrong, instead of being weighed in the great hy- 
drostatic balance of impartial justice^ had their 
'merits decided by the longest spear, the sharpest 
sword, or the heaviest battle-axe, it might natural- 
Iv have been inferred that man could have had few 
inducements to become a monopolising animal, sind 
when even walls of iron and gates of brass could 
secure neither his hoarded pelf from the strong 
arm of power, nor his person from the dagger of 
the midnight plunderer, it might with equal justice 
have been assumed that his principal security 
would have arisen from his retaining nothing in 
his possession that could either satisfy avarice or 
tempt cupidity ; but the very reverse has still 
been the case, and the propensity for amassing 
has increased in proportion to the dangers and dif- 
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fiealties with which it was surrounded •^^andeyep 
to such an extent did it at last arjcive^ tl^t the ii^- 
;reatiif« genias of the hum^ xace was exh^iustedin 
coatnving recesses^ and excavating lajbxintbs^ipr 
the protection of their worshipped tjreasures i^^xokj 
niore, — the aid of the powers of darkness was in* 
yoked, and their co-operation secured by spells of 
unutterable potency ; the fiends were dra^d by 
the mysterious adjai;ations of the wiz2;ard from 
the regions of eyo'lasting night, and fettered by 
the word of powex^ ^a unwiUing centinels over thp 
precious deposit. 

Such was the belief of our simple forefathers^ 
a creed which they held in common with the 
other nations of £im>pe ; nor has it entirely disap* 
peaced among their primitiye descendants, who iur 
habit the wild recesses of our native mountains, but 
still maintains a precarious footing amidst a host 
of minor superstitions of more recent orign. 

The follawinglegend has been selected and ar- 
ranged, from the recital of an old man who has in 
bis possession 3, greater mass of superstitious anec- 
dote than any other individual we have .ever met 
with ;and the tale itself, divested of its supernatu- 
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ral agioicy, we belieye to have been true ; nor has 
its veslMiity ever been questioned by the highly 
riffipectable individual who is lineally descended 
from, and still in possession g( the property so ac- 
qttiiitedy and entailed on him by the Old Miller 
OP Eldrig. 

Some time about a hundred years ago, there 
lived in the parish of Kirkcowan, an honest in- 
dustrious miUer, who had a large family to main- 
tain -f which, from the pressure of the times, and 
the rigour of a severe landlord, long kept him* 
struggling amidst a maze {^difficulties, fiom- which 
he saw no method of extricatiiig himself ; and lat- 
terly to add to his mii^rtunes> a host of conflict- 
ing evils overtook him as if by,a^ simaltaneotts 
compact. His crops failed ;— -his cattle died ;— a 
person who owed him a sum of money became 
bankrupt, and fled to a foreign land. His land- 
lord, becoming impatient, distrained for the rent, 
and carried off the little that disease had spared. 
In short> such a concatenation of evils, ibllowibg 
each other in such rapid succession, would have- 
led an ordinary observer to infer, that he had 
been singled out as a mark for the arrows of Di* 
vine wrath. 
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. Under all these accaoialatiiig safiferings, the 
fortitude of the veteraa never forsook hiou No 
impatient marmars^ no captious repinings ever 
escaped his lips. — He could look back with gra- 
titude for the mercies he had enjoyed, and for- 
ward with hope that the scourge which cHasten- 
ed him, would not afflict for ever. 

After the lapse of a few years, his affairs be- 
gan gradually to take a favourable tiirn ; and for- 
tune, as if weary of persecuting, had resolved to 
cecompence him for all his past sufferings. His 
family successively left him, and formed establish- 
ments for themselves ; and instead of a burden^ 
became his support. In process of time, his land- 
lord was called on to pay the arears of that debt 
he owed to ^' bane and mortal custom,'^ and was 
succeeded by one of a more merciful character. 
He became tranquil ; he became happy ; he 
could mark with transport, chastened by grati- 
tude^ that the sun shone, that the dew fell, that 
the flowers bloomed, ^d that the earth gave forth 
its fruits ; the smiles of peace, and the comforts 
of rustic prosperity shed their genial influence 
around his humble cottage ; and happiness^ like a. 
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depariiog sunbeam, spxead a lay of mellow radi- 
ance, around the weather-beaten temples of the 
old miller. 

When we stated that alt his funily had left 
bun, we simply meant all who had arrived at 
years of maturity* One son still remained at home,, 
the child of his old age^ and the almost exclusive 
object of his affection. John was now in hia 
twelfth year^ beautiful as the Houri of eas- 
tern superstition, and frolicsome as the kid of 
his native mountains. While he was, as has al- 
ready been said, the pride of his doating parents, 
he was at the same time the universal favou- 
rite of the simple inhabitants of the lonely glen 
in which they resided ; and be having been from 
his infancy pesmitted to grander about without 
restraint, his approach was hailed by the juvenile 
inmates of every cottage with shouts of joyful 
welcome, and his departure was wept with tears 
of unfeigned regret. 

This unlimited indnlgenoe in his vagrant pnK 
pensities, was frequently the source of serious 
alarm to his fond parents ; oStca had the posse 
comiiatus of the glen been called out under a ge* 
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nrttfaeai^eh^ w ii ti 'i nit ^^uid tliff oMtic yontii discos 
fM^ in ntuitiotti Oat madtt the btood recoil 
with horror at his imminent danger. At om^ tiaie 
K^ iivM'settioii the tifteeo^ afKghtMpied^Ge 
iifr'searchof il'haii4('ilne«t,^)liflgingUk««Uohen to 
the r(k;k|- wher^on^ fklse step nrasrhave been 
firtal to him; at another he was discovered^ joa- 
fended from the bitaeh of ad old dm that o?er«> 
bmig a dreadful waterftll^ spoiling and gamUiAg^ 
<Wer the boiling abyss^ like a swallow in mid air, 
nor W(M|ld he €^ac descend fW^m his^ periloaa: ae-i 
cKWty, till a bin of indemnity had passed^ botb' 
heaseiF^y and received the royal ass^iriil dne fiMtiu 
Onafin^ day in sntDmer, he went oiii^ as he 
said^to fish in die bom ; but not coming home at 
the time expected^ somct person was sent in quest 
of him, who^ after a long and fmitless seaich, ie» 
turned with the tidings thdf he was not to be 
fodHdt This was thesignaly as usoal^ for a gene* 
ral turn-out, when all his baunte' were explored, 
the pool beneath the cataract was dragged^ and 
every other measure resorted to that they hoped 
might lead to a discovery, bat no trace of him 
could be found, and the last ray of hope had near- 
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IfWMfiatd^ when » joyftil eryttMM (Itfit lie vn» 

kid UlheK*i» liiijMBtiiii him fitom taking ioy- 
ahote in the cUiberatMt^ his frieiMb^ 110 aeott- 
er heaed tfaii he wee xetnnuog^ m appireiit aafe-^ 
tyy thmi bis temia gm% vmy t^ his passiott wad 
Jm snalehfJ «p a ge4 fcr tfce pgpose oS itilictiiigl 
aaigaal chastissanat ftt hia dsKa^pMey ; bet oii> 
wittteeBBg ikf^vnU eond|iiew -ii> whick theiboy 
waa^ eteiy other ieeliDg was lost in anxiely aad^ 

JSb clothes weie soikd- with 
aed'litaBtlgr ndyced to la^B, his bancb and' 
fiae fsntewn . weae laecraled to the boae and 00- 
¥Bndiwifth Ueedt Us head was bare, and his 
fangirtLsaiioy Jocks weve mailed and twisted like 
Topas* In short, he was in the aKMt misemble" 
plig^tt tfaateaD wellbe ooneeived. 

AU hands iaar»immediately set to work ; and 
whilst one party were basily em^oyed in bathiQg, 
and iqvplyifig styptics to his wonnds, and freeing 
him {roan the filthy in which his person was shroud- 
ed, another were overwbelining him with an inun- 
dation of qoestionsy as to where he had been^ aod 
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m$mm$ ko ntiqimimk h# liateMid wkkmt ol^ 
fimpg Ibe tea9t Kqplf ( mii«iiMmttg> Mtiit' coa# 

tt99tk^mg tknttilt^ of Um pamoU coald iaddce 
himtolNDeii^ lill, weuiediadHitlivritii thwiut-^ 
jJUBhWlirgf be ideatrod to he pttt 4o bed^ end left 
te hie ussfotno^ whkh rWae yftoelMifly ttMnpUed 
HiiA, efter jevwy eUeaiMk te elint m exphuMUkift ^ 

la the meeBtuee, hewever^ a amacik eChie^ 
fcieedfl, who easenUad fi>r the fmpom of eolean 
inveBtigerionp eepplied the piece ef £wte,e£«fliieh 
they were defieient^ with abuodeaee of ftuiiims 
a9d coajectiires ; for, whibt one paity couiidly 
aieerted, that ia liis lonely haunts he had met sooie 
wanderiog detachment of faines, who had attempt- 
ed to carry hijn off to fairy^budd, aod that^ after 
draggieghiia 

** Tfaorougl) busb, and tbroiigh fa^y 
Through bog. and through mire,*' 

they had been compelled to relinquish him, the 
rape having been committed in broad day-light, 
and in the face of the blessed sun, when their 
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pvnet l0i 6» oiMchidf is iPtrjr liantod.': OAnm 
m9tmmd, Ui^ aaMhsd b^eAinlhekriik of phfw 
ing o^Ta namber of fmolibal jofcfi8/«i an oU im* 

^^hcK iayOiicite cj^t^ ^ttfug gmpovrdelr into h«r 
tob]|cco-|upef and «lh«iB Df » ainilir naiawi^ far 
UwPf abe;had r^fealeiUy bam iMupd i0 TOfir mii» 
gWttoe t^iwiftft. hw i«*-^ai the hadi watekedaa 
oppoftmuvty of smsUig bin in ab ttnguaidad «&» 
aumt, and bad banded bim ovar tb oiia.^ber ftw 
iQiIianu from wboee xougb diimpUvehebaAetoa^ 
^iaaiM^ba woful state of diaaniayb This He* 
iQg agwed to on aU bands as the moM piobaM a 
conjeatmroy tbe oonmdl brcd&e itp^ Tbe saoioni^ 
reliriJig to tbair jre^actilFe bolnasb hdd jaoiDg 
coBvecsa on tbe extent afpnnisboMnt tfaatabbnld 
be awnsdedi abonld gDjr lUng eeme wt> on ^ttt 
seoend evMUtttbioa ef tbe ^ j^ to ineiilpate her. 
Tbe younger party^ still muttmog tbieati^ itak 
and portentous^ were for proeeediilg to immedi- 
ate extremities^ without farther proof, bad tfaey 
not been withheld by tbe others. They dedaredy 
however, that, should any thing like the shadow 

of evidence appear against ber, they would for 

q2 
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4iiice aDtioi^ftte the sword of justice, and Mid 
lier in seaieb of the celestial mansioiis^ on the 
wings of a flanuog tar-baneL 
- Some dqrs dapsed before the boy was so wdl 
as to hold eom^rse.with hi^ fiiends, and when be 
M speik, it- was only on general subjiBcts : For, 
as soon as his m^ortunes were so mach as even 
hinted at, evory muscle of his ooantenance seem- 
ed convolsed with 9go»yf which, afifcer exhilntiiig 
itself in evny diade of mental sufferingy subsided 
into a ftt of sollen and inflexible tacitumity. This 
led to a new 'troin of conjectures on the myste- 
xious accident* For, whibt some asserted that 
he was uador the baleful infloence of an eril eye, 
others gave it as their decided opinion, that the 
original was still in faiiy-hmd, whSe the counter- 
feit in their possesion, left them as a most un- 
worthy representative of their beautiful favourite, 
was perhaps a log of wood, or, what was more 
likely, one of their own imps, who had been trans- 
finrmed into his partial likeness, by the delusive 
arts of these pi£^y dealers in the metempsy- 
dhosis. 

Acting on this belief, they would have proceed- 



THE MILLBB OF £I.DltIO. 1245 

«d to immediate trial by the A^ iKtiedf btd 
th^ net been restraioed by anotber rejleetioiiy 
wbicfa was, that although notbing coidd be more 
passive^ uni&p the actioti df ' fire, ttian a faBlet of 
ivood ; yet, on the othe^ hand, it was eqnrily pro- 
bable, that a^< spirit from the dark abysfi^ might 
-not possess sufficient philosophy to endure the ex- 
periment Without wincing under its inflictiDn..-^ 
Nay, so capricious were they supposed to be, 
that, in their hurry to escape firom tbe atmosphere 
of the hostile dement^ tliey were in die Iiahit of 
exploding on the s[)ot, widi a report like a hand« 
.grenade, and made no scruple to ettiry either the 
roof, or side of the house, widi them in their re- 
treat, without once reflecting on the injury the 
proprietor might thereby sustain. For these last 
reasmis, they were induced to permit thmgs to re< 
main as they were fbr a short time, in the hope 
that something might turn out in the chapter of 
accidents, that would enable them to throw some 
additional light on this most mysterious affidr. 

A few days afterwards, when the youth had at- 
tained to such a state of convalescenee as to be 
enabled to leave bis bed; he begged bis father to 
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m^flV^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^' ^^ ^ '''^ kaving ia- 
J^cq^^ly 4pmiV^ 1^ Vito a ocqiie«ler«i cwdtr 
4^d)Qg]^» b«^ wUlmvfiidi hmiMioQy aodcctflfe 
iNI4mm^^»M^ coMaonced by infiNimiiig kki, 
tlwt aW)oiig|ti tbe p^K^ol «v«s ao opportimky be 
liiut iposi an^idiMlly wiejiei} for, yeV &on.tfar H- 
mited QMor^ of. tW cooinianioatioaL ke was pei>- 
Qtitibed to nial^ei kci waa a&raid il^ ^r^jiU a&idlil). 
Ue s^isfaatioa to a paraul whom be had' ao nwch 
reason toboii^Qitf and retp^et;, aniidiiRt IxBifeU bo- 
tbii^f 80 paiitftil as the circutD^taoise of poBsessing 
a eeatet, which berdm;^ not commnnicsite 6v«i.ix> 
hifn i*^bat aooli^ bowey^^.was 1^ hard destiny^ 
and patie^l sobkniiitsfon waa the only aJtcmatiye 
left biffi. Jle solemaly stftaured him, that tba 4De>d* 
ful mysteries in his ppssesrion, and to vrkioh his 
fortunes were indissolubly linked, were not ot fak 
own. seddng, but iqapoaed on. hinn by a ehainof 
events, over which he nei^et then, nor at a»y soIfc«* 
sequent period, couki ever possess tbe ^htest 
control^ apd tlie key to whieh must fhrever se-. 
]|iain locked up in the innermost i^ecesseaoS' his 
owabosom, otherwise a twrrihie fate awailtd himt;. 
•<T-tbaty in all time coming, every thing connected 
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'vvathrliis own fortanes, that be dared commaDicaf^, 
fihottM be done freely, and wHheut any sdicita- 
tk» , and wfata he wu eileiit on aoy mbject that 
might appear royeteriond^ he begged that tfaejr 
would abstain ffom harasstng him with questionsi 
which conld answer no other purpose, than that 
of rendmoghini miserable, withoirt the possibiH- 
ty of eliciting anything from him on these forbid- 
den subjects. He expressed his sincere regret, sit 
being thus compelled, to dictate' to parents, whose 
every word had hitherto been a law to him. But 
«s no other stlternative was left hfm^ he considered 
it his duty to be as explicit^ as the nature of his ob- 
Kgations would permit him. No apparent want df 
filial affection on his part would, he trusted, induce 
them to seek farther explanations, nor ever agam 
-fetttm to the revolting subject, which, even aft 
that moment, froze the current of life^ in his bo«- 
som^ and shed a moral' mildew ovet all the nobleir 
energies of his soul. His sufferings here became 
evident. He seated himself on a stone, and 
clasping his bands together, bowed his head on his 
knees, and gave way to his feelings. His Hps 
moved, but no sound was heard. At last, slowly 
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raisijig hlmsd^ he, in a hurried maoner, begged 
bis father would bear with him a Utile longer, as 
he had still a task to perform in which he pi^ 
jnised to be brief, as he felt himself at that mo- 
ment unequal to a protracted narrative. 

He then proceeded to state, that it had been 
communicated to him, that as soon as hehad reach- 
ed his sixteenth year, he would ^liscover a hidden 
treasure, which would eventually lay the founda* 
tion of .his future happiness and prosperity^ and 
which would forever emancipate him from that 
«tate of mysterious thraldom in which he was to 
be held during the intervening period $— 4hat pre- 
irious to the arrival of that happy day, however* 
many dreadful trials awaited him ; that he must 
become not only acquainted with, but a partici- 
pator in, scenes of horror pf^ which human Ian- 
gOBge could never convey an adequate ide% nor 
could human eye behold, unassisted by a superior 
intelligence, without sinking forever under the 
blight of the dreadful vision : — and what must add 
to their appalling terrors, was the cheerless pro- 
spect, that they must be endured alouciand with- 
out a murmur. 
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He therefore earnestly begged that at those pe- 
riods when he was compelled to absent himself, 
DO attempts should be made, on the part of his 
friends, either to detain or watch him, as, in either 
case, they must not only prove abortive in them- 
selvesi bat would add materially to his sufieringas 
r— that no human power could shorten the time pf 
his probation one minute^ but that much might be 
done on their part, by a prudent forbearance, to 
render it more tolerable. He cautioned his father 
against being over communicative amongst his 
^ friends, respecting this mysterious subject; observ- 
ing, that while with his mother he wished him to 
have no reserve^ with others he trusted he would 
exercise his own discretion, on a subject where 
discussion could oply lead to idle surmise or boot- 
less investigation — and now, appearing to sufier 
under exhaustion of spirit, he expressed a wish to 
return hpme. 

During, this interview, the boy seemed to be 
labouring under some mysterious restraint : His 
agitation sometimes amounted to agony, which 
manifested itseif by the convulsive sbiveri^gs 
which shook his frame<^by his eye wildly fixed 
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on TBcancy, and his voice^ wliich occasionally 
mink to Whispers, as if conscious of the presence of 
a third person whom he dared not recognise. 

They retnrned in silence, each occupied by his 
ovm sad reflections, and from that day forward, 
the youth's manners and appearance underwent 
such a total change, as in some measure to jnstiFjr 
the sormises of his friends, as before stated. AU 
that elastic playfulness of character, that wild ex- 
uberance of youthful joy, the perpetual smile that 
wantoned round his mouth, and dimpled his cheeky 
ilie quips and pranks that not only set the table 
m a roar, but often the village in an uproar, aO, 
all were fled, and fled forever ! A pale, sickly 
melancholy had supplanted the roses and lilies of 
blooming health, and spread a cast of pensive 
tkoughtfulness and chilling reserve over his still 
beautiful features, his steps were slow, solemn, and 
measured; he no longer sought the society of his hi- 
therto favoured associates, but shunned with as much 
avidity, as he once had courted them ; he seemed 
by one vast stride to have overstepped the period 
of adolescence altogether, as his whole thoughts, 
words and actions, were those of a man ripe in 
years, and mature in experience* 
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One year of bie probation glided silently away. 
He had in a few instances absented himself, and 
retnimedmich in the same state as at first; but 
his parents, having been prepared to expeet those 
aberrations, were less affected than they other- 
wise might have been^ and p^mitted them to 
pass over as quietly as possible. 

The miniBter of the parish having beard some- 
thing of tfaete^ mysterious occnnrenccs, which 
he, with much seeming probability, attributed to 
some mental illusion, sent for the miner, and after 
having learned from him all that he could res- 
l^ectlng them, Jbe earnestly exhortod him to be 
frequent in his veKgibus exereises, to cause his 
sen daily to read a p<irtioa of the holy scriptures, 
and j£ etiill necessary, he suggested the propriety 
of hiding him under some personal restraint, tiH 
he should be weaned from these solitary wander^ 
iaig propensities, and visionaiy hallucioationa, 
which were forever sapping the fomsdations of his 
health and spirits* The miller promised to be 
guided by his coimse], should eircumstasces in 
future render it necessary. 

Another year pas^ away without producing 
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anj oocnnenoe worthy of notke. Tfae boy^s fits 

of absence were more frequent, and his bodily suf- 

JBrings seemed to increaae in pro^iortioo. Ife was 

.^sometimes conCu^ed a week after one of these ex- 

. Gonions before he codd go abn>ad again, Ano- 

'ther particular may be n.eted here, namely, that 

daring the first year he always dasaj^ieared early 

in the day, and in most instances returned towards 

erening ; but now he seldom left home till twilight, 

and the night was sometimes be advaoced before 

Jie came bod^ 

At last the thif d and finjal year of his nonciate 
4)0mmenced9 aad broogbt along with it such an 
Accumulation of miisery as threatened soon to ter« 
minate his mbfortuiies by death. His whole 
manner and appearance undorwent a dreadful 
change. His visage^ finom heiag pale, became 
baggiard and ghastly-— his eyes wild and staring, 
hb step quick and irregular $ often starling ^d 
looking around with cautious dread, as if he ex- 
pected at every comer to encounter a lurking 
foe. He also absented himself more frequently, 
and always in the night-time. Seldom a week 
now elapsed, without hj^ spending a night from 
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home^ and when he returned, it was in sach a state 
of eihaostion, that he required help to nndiess- 
himself. 

His ftiends began now in earnest to be alarm-r^ 
ed for his Kfe^ and urged hifr father, by every ar« 
gument their fears eould suggest, to interpose his 
authority, and detain him at home, by conciliation 
if possible, but should he become refractory, to- 
have recourse to coe^rekm. To this he at last gave 
a reluctant consent, in so far as parental authority 
might be extended without violence, declaring at 
the same time^ that he would' never lend his sanc- 
tion to stronger measures than might be obtained, 
by exhortation or command. He therefore took 
an eariy opportunity of laying the sum of this 
conference before his son, and earnestly beggedT 
that he would make an^ effi>rt to break the fetters 
in which he was bound, and' become once more 
amenable to the laws which knit society together — 
laws, which formed the most essential Unk in the 
chain of social order, and which he had violated^ 
by withdraviing himself from his species, and 
forming a connexion with a race of beings over 
whom their moral influence could not be extended. 
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He therefore commuided hup, <hi his fili&l lA- 
l^wce, to lefrun fzom »bsenU^g Vunictf wk^ 
oat his special permiBsion, and to implore tbe for- 
giveDesa of God for foroiec derelictioBg, and lor 
as«bt>Qce in enaUiiig him to break. Uw lO^aUDW- 
ed compact into which be had b^en iaodveitoatly 
drawn. 

The boy tisteoed to this addrosa with tears 
streaming fram his eyes, and could only nply by 
ft monmfal shake of the hea4> luid » wild exfllk- 
matioD of, *'0 , father, remejiiber what 1 tokl yoD, 
and do not kill me outri^ !" 
. His friends, still beat on extremities, urged his 
father to try another experiment on him. As they 
knew the youth had a deep sense of bis r^giouB 
duties, they thought, by enga^ng him in the so- 
lemn exercises of devotion about the time he 
osuallr disappeared, they would detain him by 
protracting it till the fatal hour was past, andjfay 
that means, sever the mystic bonds which, io the 
simplicity of their hearts, they believed in some 
manner linked his destiny with that of some agent 
of the world of spirits. Acting on this hope, as 
soon as the evening closed in, the household were 
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aitaubled for fsmilj worship^ in which the ffmik 
jQined with on ardour of feelings which seemed 
to jtistify. their most sanguine hopes ; but in an 
itfltantj when all eyes were fixed on him, he gave 
Ik sadden atart and sprung from his seat. Those 
that w^te neaiest attempted to lay hdd on him, 
biKt with a single boond, he eluded their grasp^ and 
tbsapfieared in a moment. 

On AOttlher occasion^ (for his noctorual wan^ 
derings wexe now constant and unremitting), bis 
liieDds wore resolved to be more on their guard ; 
and when called together for the purpose of ofier- 
ingjxp the evening sacrifice, they secured the 
door by locking it^ and carrying awo^ the key. 
The boy became sensible of their iatentions, and 
iaatantiy took the alarm. His whole manner be~ 
came agitated }-^he trembled as in an ague fit ;-«- 
lac^ drops of odd sweat bedewed his temples, 
aadt fidling on hia knees, he implored mercy in 
the most pathetic terms ; assuring them^ that they 
mt^t kill^ but could not detain him^ and declar- 
ing that he could not join in the service of the 
evening, tifi restored fully to his liberty. 

His father seemed moved by his agony^ and 
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made an effort to rise, for the purpose of -unlodc^ 
lag the door^ but was restnuned by his other 
fiiends, who exhorted him to be firm. £6r- his SQia^s 
sake^ as now was the time to free him feomthe 
thraldom in which he was held by soaie imp'OC 
darkness, who had inveigled him into some uoho^ 
ly compact, which was alike subyersi^ire of his 
health and peace of mind in this wodd, mmi his 
hopes of happiness in the next. Silence^ thoii|^ 
not convinced by their reasoning^ he was about to 
resmne his seat, when the boy started api^'tand 
uttering the most piercing screams, caUed ont^-— 
*^ Oh ! they come, they come 1 For «uy sal^ fi^ 
your ov^ sakes, for God^s sake detain me net * 
mometit longer — ^a single moment may be fatal *ta' 
us all. f When» clasping his hands, and caalilig;' 
up his eyes, with a look of unuttera))le deipair,.h0 
exclaimed, " O, have mercy heaven, or I am:}9ftt 
forever.'' At that instant they became sensible 4if 
a low moaning sound, like the noise of a distant 
waterfall, which seemed rapidly to approadi, 
and with increasbg intonation* The . eveami^ 
was calm, not a breath sighed through the win- 
dows of the flexible poplar, nor awoke the moiln. 
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goonflceiioOy yet 'aaith^voii^ dcewoeair^rtitboffe 
flome reaemblanee to the bOwlof a mighty tem- 
pest, csdipbioed with the rush oi a d^oendiiig eR«« 
tanict ; the cottage wafi shikm to its foaadatioo, 
tad heaved as if tossed on the billows oCao earth* 
qiia]Be«-f-eTery cheek waa blan/ohod 3vit;b terrpr^ 
and the youth, ftlling on' hiskoei^i pried^ wiUi a 
v#ic»o£.pi»roiog agony, f' Obi save Hqr father ! 
be IB innocent.'' 

Hie 0I4 man: now vose» with dignity in his aian<* 
ner,' and deiMnding the key, opened the door, 
at)d saidf ^^Gq, my np^ppy.SoD^.apd fi^Ifil your 
destinies^ whatever they ipay he ; j»j:)]y,faefoi)e you 
depurt j implore the ptpteetiqn o( j^kUi^ighty God.'* 
^Pfe bpy> with an iinpresEdvf spleninity pf man- 
t^&if )gn^pe4 his handy^ and exclaiined, *^ May 
Qod bksfli yo9l, n)y fath^, and pro^e^t nie/* and 
iftft^ ouH, diseiqpeared amidst the gloom* 
- 'A Mglorweek of the probatipnary p^od wai 
only now to jnin^— one week mprci, and John will 
haveatti^^ed bis sixteenth year^ when health, U« 
bei'ty Aod; opulence^ hia proinised. lewards^ are 
to b|| rea)i93d 9 aAd ye(, n^tras tlie day of his 

B 
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eBttncipatioii wbs, his ghastly connteoance and 
emaciated figure, afforded little room for hope to 
rtst OD'i that he ^ould ever enjoj any of these 
^ospective hlessings. His constitution, long on 
the decline, seemed trf'late to be rapidly giving 
way under the pressure of his bo£ly and mental 
soflfetiaga. He was noir 00 weak that he requir- 
ed assistaiiee, boih in rvsiog and lying down ;'*-*a 
feveiisb thirst consumed his vitals, and a hectic 
bloom threw a shade of uneai*thly beauty over 
bis sunken features and caikverous skin ; — ^indeed^ 
80 Seut as short-sighted man could set a date to 
ibortsil existence, his earthly pilgrimage seemed 
dratviiig near its terminatioii. 
' It appeared surprising to his friends^ that con- 
sidering the state of helpless debility in which he 
Imgered thtou^out the early part of the day^ 
he should have been enabled to have left his 
home as the shades of evening closed in, and to 
have wandered none knew where, during the drea- 
ry watch of a bleak Ileoeihber night, exposed to 
the chilling blasts tod hissing tempest of a wintry 
sky, without sinking under the effort :-.but strange 
as it might appear^ atilli as the evening adviMiiciBdy 
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he seemed to be inspired with fresh ardour^ and 
flitted aboat the house with the noiseless step of 
an, animated shadow. As the time of his depar- 
ture drew near, he became restless and imeasy, 
frequently going to the door, and looking out as 
a in expectation of something he wished, yet 
-dreaded to see^ till' at last he finally disappeared, 
-but so quietly that a considerable time often elap- 
sed befo]:e his absence was discovered. 
' The eventful morning at last dawned, that was 
to wind up the destinies, and terminate the suf- 
ferings of the miller's once beautiful son. The 
boy had been just put to bed, and some simple 
restorative administered to him, when he sunk- 
into a slumber ; but so restless and disturbed did 
be appear during its continuance, that bis mother 
was more than once on the point of wakening 
him. He tossed his arms about with violent ges- 
tures, som^imes his hands were spread and held 
up, as in the act of supplication, and the next 
moment they were firmly clenched and placed in 
the attitude of defiance— his features at the same 
time, changing with the rapidity of thought, to 

the expression of the most opposite passions. At. 

K 2 
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last a thi^oe of keener agony awoke bim; — he start- 
ed up^ and seeing his nether seated beside hinii 
told her that he coukl not rest, and begged 
she would call his father, as he wished to spend 
as much of the day as wa9 permitted him, in es> 
ercises of devotion. This was cheerfully com*- 
plied with, and it passed over in alternate sup>> 
plications at the throne of grace, and praises of- 
fered up from hearts overflowing with gi;atitude 
for past mercies, and imploring with hupible con- 
fidence, the protection of Him, who ^^ ride& the 
whirlwind, and rules the storm." 

The short winter day began now to close in, 
with all the indications of an approacjiing tempest ; 
the wind swept in hollow gusts down the glen, 
emitting a sullen murmur as it raved through the 
leafless forest ; — huge masses, of vapour^ dark and 
lowering, were borne before it. Qniya^s they 
came, in dreadful succession) volume after vo^ 
lume, tumbling apd roIHng like the smoke of a vpl- 
cano, and assuming the most fantastic $bipes as 
they whirled in rapid alternation around the brow 
of a neighbouring mountain. Peals of distant 
thunder reverberated in trembling echpes from 
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Ittil 1^ litH;' sleet^ mingled with hsalf csmt vAiH 
Wtt&t fory^ borne oa^ before the iesisfledib Ukaiiu 
The sj^tit <^ the sto]^ hftd wlietted' his loroi^^ 
wd 6^eB!i0it6 he kpficlsuching m all hSIs teAc&ei: 
The boy hiid idbseii, a&d appeared moi?e collected 
th^ he had icfit 86m6 timebeen. H^ ispoke dT thci 
]^(6ril9 of th^ a^proaichibg eveniag with adegiw 
df fif^om he had a^Ver hith<irto doa^ and of tfad^ 

tempi^st &&t daij&ened^its featutes; as of som^iig 

> 

bd had not only feredieeii;' but as a neoessai!y Iik 
sti^Qteieiity hi the h^dls of ^ invi£&bl(6 agenty fjir 
btirigi^gabbnt his ultimate suiecessr ^ 

He cautioned them against being too much a^ 
laimed Oil his account^ as he trusted,, that' with' 
whatever dread it might inspire ^oth^i^ it woiil^^ 
pasff harmlei^ over his own head. ^ 

He hinted at the poi^ibility of his not il^dfai^ 
ing'th^t night ; aild should that be theeade^iie'aii^' 
sctted th^m it should rather be received as a'phiiof 
that his sufierings had met the j^romised rewaad}^ 
than the isource t>f idle terror. He next laid a so-' 
lemn injunction on them, that they dioUld not' 
leave the house till the sun ros^, when they were^ 
to search for him down the glen, where^* in all 
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piobftbilitjr^Jie would be fouad) and iii'SHch'ft 
flitaalion as to lequke their aid. He said he wa^ 
well awaie that hia finends would not retire to* 
^lest that nighty but would spend the gteater psotj: 
of it in prayer. He begged that his father woui# 
be earnest in his supplications in his behalf; and> 
that he, relying with full confidence in the diriiie^ 
protection, left them utrith an asBumnce that their 
next meeting should be tmderJiappifQrcirennistan^ 
ces^ and that the next morning sun that shone on' 
himi should witness his final -emanoipation ironi; 
the state of moral subjugation in -which he had w 
long been.held^ and would open up a vista of pro- 
spective happiness in which they shouhl:a|lparti-f 
cipate, unimpaired by any of these Igyst^rioils 
.wanderings^ wMch had rendered his fewpast years 
so miserable. He again strictly catition^ ttem 
against being induced to yentmeout^ ^rto permit 
any circumstance, how apparently alaiming soever 
it might be, to decoy them over the (hrebbokl 
that night for a single moment, as, by doing so, 
they wonld compromise their own safety, with- 
out the^possibility of serving him. 
JHis friends were rejoiced to witness his altered 




J ^^Bib. J 
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vaaiier iliid cheerfal <$oaDt6ii^ce ; but his &tliefip 
who saw deep^^ sotf o ^sco^red that hia firmtieM 
Was ail nessomed*^ in which idea he was eonfiraied 
hy his flttctuating features and shivering frame; 
y^Aaclk seemed tb shrink from the perils he was 
diat night doomed to encounter* As the strntm iu-^ 
f^reased his terrors appeared to keep pace with it. 
He cast many a look of dismay to the door ; mi 
ki last, clasping his hands in agonj, he eried, iva 
sabdoed roiee^ ^ May God protect yon all^ anil 
grant we miiyonce more m^etki safety/*— -so 
saying be m&ed out of the house. 

His departure seemed to be the signal for the 
princec^ the powers of the airtomiebain his subor-*- 
dinate spurits, and to pour out the vials of infeimal 
wrath on the heads of a guilty world.-The tempest 
increased with tenfold fmry, bearing ty&fy thing" 
before it in its resistless career ;«*-the thunder beU 
lowed with unremitting succession ;. the lightning 
flashed in awful corruscations ; the miiigled hiil, 
sleety and rain descended in torrehts ;' the brook 
was sw(Aen to a river, and rudied past with the 
noise of acataract ; — order and organisation seemed 
fast sinking uoder their last final struggle, and tlie 
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piediotko of the poet ^pp^aieedfJxHit ie W.vesi* 

Thb ;di!6«dM toj^Boil coat^ued till jaidai^j^ 
nay^ rather mjreaB^ A my^io^ wde&iablerboy^ 
for yf^awaktem. in kgiUe cbarnoleEB onevf^ 
Gouoteaiui^ uoder ihemiUe^'a bmbtk^ |oo|^ ^^ 
mahed for^ yet .ti!Qioblc4 »t the appvo^ob pf ^lem^ 
isg—rev^ry.eye was fiUcid with, teaffsn^.fM^d-ertfjr 
heart offs^B$ei vfkh the darken £mlw4iD0i^;. Aik 
hat 1^ fla^.pf l^tojugi so intensely- Yivid that ii 
filkd t]ha.«rJiok( hovm with its radimoe^wasTaiie* 
ceeded by a peal ao.9^mfimgj th^ thAlovodat^ 
ticnis of i^ieaarlh weiaed to vibistato it^ oeiHLre, 
and of. 0|]phrjPO0tt4iiaiM^(th»t Jtini^^ iv^Jbi^ 
been misl^kdft for Aeohata^g^omd^^xom of ^wn 
piiiflg oatitiss.. Aa«ooii asfit suhuded^ tbO)aiytei^ 
exdaii^edy ^ Th9»k Qod the boSit is wmt^HmffmA 
the atoi!isi will sooa pa89 away^" 

Theeveotjusti^d bispredictioQ> forep^i^/i^ 
tea*!' the .thimdors .begaato die ^way in distai^j^i^ 
muTfif tl^ voice <>f the. tempest W9«,liu«^d.i^ 
sU^pe^ aad the^,;Coi>t^Kidiug .elemeA^sy Mii\ ^^ 
hft^§d by. theiF Jiat^ dfeadful isonflkt, )ip^k>iBi9 
r^po^e. 
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IVqr imr dawned^ add by Uie iiiiie Hie aimaU 
lag AQffyiee was over, the sun lad cisBny wiien aH 
jrHfijiiedioiit/*«^Bi]t whata 8ceiK^*Q£ fkflolatiiininiat 
theeye^ Troes^ 8IliycvodbyIi|^ilBttgor.o9eItatI»> 
ed by the fury eCirllie fahst^Jay scattered ai6»ii 
in eveiy <iii)BN)tioD 9 homes^ denude of* their ico«n» 
iilg9j? had JefK tbeiB JmniMe: imai^es j^sqMaedtothe 
Umy- of the eleflBteats:;;hi)gfima8acs<>( lodL bad j&* 
taohed flii^sdbfesrfom theinoiiirtab^. aipditno^ 

• 

V^ down, dbatcRCted the tchanael' o£ ./the j cmdet 
thM-^fldwedi^b^, wJiioh^ tbttiigh ifihad new siAiUU 
ed^^wi^in iks> bdnks^ etil. .todtiBiied to.braifrI and 
murBMiE : wiih . kapalieBli Velocity^ A> dense; £o%i 
roiiatr .of <du9kjR^^^apOJQi^ vested onithei.inoittiniii'a 
brow; blitv;80.8tiU and motionlesa did«it appeary 
and ksj^Qfj&^was.defined l^/i4snoh:a skarpnesa 
of oatiSyneyjthal^it wellimightiiiaYerihQea inifiahffa 
£^lt>im iantaM ifo^lresBycnrhim^itnr^ta and tba^lik^ 
m^s: i^fiie:gM9dfbjy^the!^htam&iOfjAe Mtfig^eiiD*! 
The 'sei^h rnowrPOn»ieQoed.:|N«Qiding do the: 
inaigniQtiaBft.tbeyihacl seciekedt<nnd;they jaioateiH 
ed do,w» jMie'.g^a.by the 8ideiof.^tbu]:iik,.firfiomi£ 
ing til il»*.8inaiQ»jUesy andiexaminkigiesraigi piaoer 
witMhe^nMmtesti^fiomtiiK^butind traoes<of tliei 
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^Kj coold be fouad* . At last, when tb^ weie on 
the point of abandoning their search in < that di^ 
motion, his fieither, who wasstill foiemort, infonn- 
«d them >tfaat he had disoovexed the fresh print of 
Ida ftet* This gave a newsHunhis to thdr Jefi[brt0y 
And on foltowing a little farther do wa^ th^ came 
to a large oak treet which grew on the T«rf brink 
<»f the stream, and which had been strnck with 
lightning apd cleft in two, the one haff IdUng 
across the bum, and the other threatening to fbl« 
low on the very fiist blast of wind. A considerabfe 
portion of the bank had been forced into the 
stream bj the electric fluid, which left a deep ex« 
cavation from the edge ef the water to tho dis- 
tance of some hundred jraids backwards. At the 
bottom of this chasm the youth was £scoTered 
seated on a stone, but in such a state 'Of exhans* 
tion, that he appeared to be deprived of bodi 
speech and motion ; he seemed howerer to be coii« 
scieus of their approach, as a fsunt smile played 
upon his lips, but all muscular action was 
suspended. They raised him. in thehr armsv and* 
were about to remove him, when he made an ef- 
fort with his hand, and poiDted to the opposite 



bi&k* llieir eyes followed the directum oF hitf 
finger, and they discovered' a large copper yes* 
i|d, of . very antique workmaaship, deeply embed-r 
dedmthe earth,-— A very litde labour freed it 
from tbe . jdace where, in all probability, itiiadi 
reposed for ages ; and whatever were its cpok 
t^ots, it reqiuxed two of the stoutest tneii predeot 
to remove it from its plaice of cpncealfnient. Jehu 
\ras earned home ("nor was the piecioas, vessel 
forgotten,) where, by care and proper treatment, 
Ife 'wjsa soon ^restored to his wonted health, i^or 
did heever afterwards manifest the slightest de- 
sire toretnrn to his nocturnal wanderings, 

Xa person (that is to say, tbe world,) ever 
knew, what the mighty vase contained .; but there. 
are certain analogies, from which something may 
b^ gathered^ such as, that about a year or two af« 
terwwiB, an extensive landed ptpprietor in a 
raghbouring parish^ whose circumstances having 
got into a state of embarrassment, was redticed 
to the necessity of disposing of four farms by pub- 
lie sale. 

r ■ - 

One^fiBe morntbg, ;in June, ttio miller's old 
Bucephalus was led to the door, accompanied 
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lyf a boMcilkl Gillo way poney for his hvonxiid 
0OB4 They nsoant^^ being equipped is if ftar a* 
long jounioy, a^d their departure ga^e riseio" 
muek specaktioD in the neighbourhood^ 'boBr as* 
to its distanee and object. In a ftav weeks^' 
however, they' returned from Edinburgh-^ thetnil-^ 
le^ having eflfected the purchase of the above 'pnK 
peity^and he was hail^ by the jojrful acclama^ 
tions of his rvslio neighboclf^ as -^^ Laiid of Orsdg'- 
ancogle.** 

He lived ttmny* years' after th^' events 'bad^ 
passed' away $ nor would he ever leave the mill^ 
nor abandon his humble profession ;«— and when at' 
last he was gathered to his ' &thers^ it was found 
that the- rights of primogemtuie had been set a- 
side in favour of his youngest son; nor did the* 
arrangement givef rise to the* slightiest' feelm^ of 
discontent in the bosoins of his eld^ brediren;-*^ 
They all lit^d in the greatest harmony together; 
and ever experieneed from John the* kindest at- 
tention. 

Although his health was now fully establisli^, 
yet his spirits never rose to their former tode. 
He was ever pleasaot<*«»soraetimes cheerful— but 
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never joyons ; on the contrary, a shade of peosiye 
melancholy mingled itself with eyery thing he 
did or said. In process of time^ however, he cast 
the eyes of affection on a blooming maiden, the 
I daughter of a neighbouring gentleman', who, after 
a yearns probation, suffered herself at last to be 
led to the altar, and by her he had a numerous 
family, whose descendants inherit the property, so 
obtained, to thiB day. 
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BATTLE OF CAIRNHOLY. 



" Soon as I tread the nuh-clad Tale, 
Wild fancy feels the clasping mail ; 
The rancour of a thousand years 
Glows in my breast ; again I bum 
To see the bannered pomp of war retum,- 
And mark beneath the moon, the silyer light of spears." 

Leyoen. 



That many desperate conflicts took place among 
the nobility of Scotland^ during the period when 
the feudal system was in full vigour^ is a fact well 
established. 

But with whatever degree of rancour these feuds 

were maintained^ still the extent of the means of 

■ the contending parties, being confined in most 

cases to their own immediate vassals and friends. 

s 
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they wese of too little impwtaiice to become ob- 
jects of natioiial interest, and were therrfore suf- 
jEered to sink into oblivion^ with the excepdon of 
n tew which have either been recorded by history 
or handed down by tradition ; and though the fol- 
lowing is only of the latter description, yet it 
carries along with it too many ftfsts .and circum* 
stances^ not to have truth for its anchor to rest on. 
That the sba^ though iriill pcpgreasive march 
of civilization, both moMd andpolkieal^ iNMnmenc- 
ed in the East, aoadhas for more than three thoa- 
sand years, been ^^mQSt inp^rpeptibly proceeding 
westward, is « Act -sapporlcid hy the >ttnitfid tea* 
timonies of philosophers and historians, both an- 
tient and modjBgn. And ibis universal hypodieaia 
may be applied with equal justice to some indivi- 
dnal stales, and to n<m^ wiili greats propriety 
than Scotlattd, For while ihe residence «f die 
Court, and the interooorse XAA Ae ^entineilt 
fiom our eastern shores, gave opportunities for 
a gradual improvement in our national haUts and 
manners, the whole of the west, and southern dis^ 
tricts of the kingdom> lay buried in more than 
Egyptian darkness. 
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. Jt JAFOiik) be only aa nnpecesa^y wast9 of tjme 
io enter ioto a mu]ttte,ia¥€sti^tioQ,of the gceyaiU 
iiig oufltoms of those bacbanoas ages, .when evfiiy 
loid was a soverdga, OTeiy ^astlea fo^tiiess gtufv 
nsoned by his adherents^ and every sexf ai^m 
«f the 8oil«-<i»where the chief jnerer , .entend the 
40Viaia of his neighbour^ but. with wm in Ub 
inoids, aadfor purposes .of ;ho«pitgr»an4wh0fle 
avant-couriers were the sword ami the firebraad* 
. During this order of tbiogs, that fi.contiAiial 
^stem of aggression and »trib.ution sboqld hasre 
been mabtained, is what might naturally ha^e 
been expected ; nor was any class of aoeiery aL* 
together, eseippted from military service, as it was 
QOthing uncommon to find the sacred dignitaries 
of the church lay ^ide the mitre and ,tfae st^Je 
fpr the helmet and breast-plate ; and amidst the 
atrife of contending faction£|^ nungle the clash i^f 
arms with the respcmses of the altmr. 

There are many traditions stiU to be laet ivitii 

• ' , * * 

in Galloway, that tell of Rattles fought, and castles 

sacked and burnt^ by chiefs whose irejry naoiies 

are forgot, or but dubiously recorded. From one 

of these we have selected the following narrative, 

a3 
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which, sapported as it & by a chain of ckcmn- 
itantial evrdciioc, leads the enquiring antiquary to 
the cbncfau&on^ that it has been on a more exten- 
Sive scale than those that decided the fate of a 
barony almost ever were. 
^ Sometime about the year 1815,.. King Robert 
Bmee sent his brother Edward to dislodge the 
English garrisons from the several strong^holds 
they still were possessed of in Galloway. 
' iEdwaid^ acoompanied by the Earl of Douglas, 
entered the principality by BumMes, and after 
redncing every place that held out against him, 
M last invested Gruive Castle/ a place of consider* 
iible strength on the banks of the Cree, about three 
iniles above the village of NewtOA-Stewart, better 
known in later times by the name of Castle« 
Stewart. Hiis being a place situated is^ a strong 
position^ and having a numerous garrison^ held out 
against the efforts of the assailants, with a degree 
of vigour altogether unexpected, and consequent- 
ly unprovided for. What induced the besieged 
to make a more determined resistance than other- 
wise they might have done, was a promise of im- 
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-loediale telief^ held oat by Thomas * BIfih<^ of 
Whkhoni) who was eacaoiped in Sorby wifh 
'fifteen thonsslBd men. Although little credit is 
to be attached to this statement in the tradition, 
>as it is extiiemely improbable that an anny of snch 
magnitude, and in possession of the granary of 
-th^ province^ ahonid have looked tamety on^ and 
seen their strong-holds Mling away in sncceasioa 
to a force that did not exceed one thousand men^-p 
-however^sbch is the tradition, and we give, it with- 
out farther conm^nt. The re^^erend bishop, howr 
ever, was no tj^ro in militaiy tactics : for he form- 
^ a plan, in the execution of which, had he suc- 
ceeded, he would have placed the two chi^ in a 
situation of imminent peril, and either have comr 
pelled thein to give battle against an overwhelm- 
ing superiority of numbers, or else have adopted 
the equally dangerous measure of hazarding a n»* 
treat, through a country in possession of the ene^ 
my, and completely out off frt>m their resources. 
In carrying his plan into effect, he struck his 
catnp, and advanced to Wigtown, for the appat- 

* He swore fealty to Edward in 1S96. Keith's catalogue of 
Scottish Bishoiw, page 244b«^MuiTA7*8 Literary History oC 
Galloway, page 66. 
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rentfjr avowed purpose of fighting Briiee usA 
' laisiDg the siege, but htiVifig piivately pitocnttd 
guided wbo were acquainted^ with die lo^ fords 0£ 
die river, his intention was to paiss to the eait 
side, at the place where the village 6t Creetowti 
now stands, before the prince wfu^ awaere^ attd 
by this mattceuvre, throw himsieflf bet^itt Mm 
and his resonrces^ in his rear, wliereby he must 
either have fought the Bishop on bid 6Wia terms, 
6r else have attempted a retreat through the 
upper district of the county, tiSio Cftrridi:, tire 
greater part of which Kne of mskrbh waer in tbe 
hands of the EhgliA. These woilld have been 
a choice of evils equally ruiiaoiis' in their t6(Bm 
dency, had they not been foreseen, and [uxivided 
against. For Bruce, who had the best information 
of the Bi^p^s motions, no sooner karaed that 
hie was advancing, than, converting the siege inl^ 
a Uocirade, nnder the command of Douglas, be se- 
lected five hundred of his best troops, and march- 
ed southward, — ^not for the purpose of giving bat- 
tte, but to watch his adversary's motions, and to 
act as circumstances might require* The Bishop, 
<eitfaer not aware of the approach of Bruce, or 
«diat is more probable, despising his trifting force. 
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,i^eaf^.«4eter»tto«d Jiot to haasMihe dai^^uige^ 
fBea^ €f bifr asigiaal plaa^x by a partial combat^ 
which the other could either abide or decline at 
pl^asure^ he le^ Wigto^f ii^ tbemfiwe, jear^ ^ the 
«DaniiK moipuDg, and marched boldly £cir the forda. 
Tfarn k a loagli^ stripe of land dnM^ezt<»b 
li^abfuit ai&pQiHes. along rtbe banks. of die Ci«^ 
fi?Ofl^«Wigtow».to near the villa^,,i^^ Newtoof 
Steit«(tf/aBd Y^cying £Bom two xnit^j. to half a 
mile in breadth. This has, at some lemote pe- 
riod of tiffie^ been covered by the aea* And al- 
thoBgh abortion of it is now nnder ddtivatioo, 
an4 remailcably productive^ yet, at the period al«» 
Ittded to, tradition says it was an almc»t impassafi 
ble moiaas. Through> this lay the only road to 
the low fords of the river. A small stream inters 
sects it within about two miles of Wigtown^ 
which has, from the circnmstances alluded to in 
the legend, acquired a degree of celebrity it never 
otherwise would have done, being known by . the 
name of the ^' Bishop's Bum'* to this day. 

The season was the beginning of winter^ Asnou 
i^jBssion of heavy rains had swollen every paltry 
stream into a river ; and in his pnq^ress through 



' 
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the monss, the Bishop bad to struggle withHlflBl 
culties against. which he was altogether unpsovidU 
ed, ■ 

Ta bring- along with him any beast of bmrdei 
he found impossible ; consequently, the whde ofi 
his camp-equipage sad * provisions w&e abandons 
ed, except what his men could cany on tfaeii^ 
backs, ^AescSved^faowever, to ^rmouat ever}F 
obstacle, a8tf W to forego a phu fona viliioh he 
anticipated Much brilliant results,- he c(mtinued t6> 
plungi^ and flounder on till became to the afore^ 
«aid burn iT but he^ he was brought to a dead 
bait : l}ie stream had overflowed its banks, and was 
iittpassable. 

Unprovided witb every thing, even timbet to 
tore'constmcted it Taft^his eyes were opencid to 
liis ^rue situation. Gladly would' he have retraced^ 
liis^steps, and have abandon^ bis project altoge^' 
ther. But that-was now no longer in' his power :^ 
Fdr Bruce, ever on the watch for an advantage;' 
no sooner saw his army fairly in the morass, tban^ 
lie followed up his rear^ and fetching a circuit 
round the hill on wMch Wigtown stands, present*^ 
ed.faimielf before the Englidi camp.' ^Efae bag* 
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4(1^ gqsrd^ left by the Bishop, beisg superior, ia 
.jnnnbeva to Prince Edward, caarched boldly out 
»«iid ofibred him hatfle^ which he did not.d^litie. 
j9l fihort b|it furiouS' oQ&teBt ensued, which ended 
in tbo^totalf nmt of .the guiuFdy who* fled in pn th^ 
{nUMUEHbody, kilwig the whdo; camp at the mercy 
^f Ihe.idotorsy which they instantly set pa fire. 
'At small knoU^aboot half a mile beyond WIgtowni 
etiU bears the name of the ^' Skirmish Knowe,'^ 
.^md the fiekl on which the campfitood^ die^< Burnt 
<JBnie.'* 

The first notice the Bishop had of the . action^ 
^iflto the smoke and flames 'rising in dark spiral 
eddies fai^ aboTC the town> ai^ the . disorderly 
fight t^f the guard, followed bj<he victord, who 
•were cdtting Aem OjBT in detaiU He ordered hip 
artiutdiTOtOn to-fiiee about^ and Cover their re* 
treat. This they- did with as much alacrity as 
they could, but such was the inseenrity of their 
foQting/and the treacheiNius natuf e of the marshi 
which would not admit of a sit^le yard- oF devia- 
tion from the nanow path'With impunity, that 
before they could reach the solid ground, the fn- 
^gitives were driven in on their front with funy. 



MAdtttit^ the #fi^ mi in^ltri^bte niMA'Of '#ftii« 

iMtttf ill f bf^ Bmxvp i itai ftnid mH 4to BMM{> 
Ittlttk^ to tkeit reKrf Wieb tli^ iM{d%«d^; iHe^ 
table dMftetiM tnust hs»^ i^ettAm llMto tili 

Brtoe did Hot ttat sittisied idA Uite jMlM 
Meeew, bat tftm^g hknMir of tbo H^^^tsoMMlgft 
he had theitby' obtaki«4 tboll po^^tmUbtt 9t tfte 
onlf pasB iiito tbemoratt^ ^6M^ |lodfii]j^4kif smil 
force to the best advanti^ for bdlh goat^iig k 
-and piereating surprise, he sat down qaie&y to 
await the issue of the -fibhop's tem^rirj^ 

The raids continued widumt aay abatciaeat for 
the spacer of folttfeeeaf days : TtoSiglMi -tioopB 
weteifr nfcfst insKaai^ sMi^^'IsJiee-declp hI 
nmer^ i^tthont eyeil^ so ittu^h •td' al paiiAf^of ioff 
gfound to fiedoWii oa^'^-dldstilttfe'Of shelter foom 
the soaking rains and rigotkrar of . tJie season^' wkh. 
their seantjT stoek- of profiilioos raffldly dimcHing 
away^ and bo prospect of a soppty^^wid^ an im* 
passible river in tiii^r fronts famine staring them 
in the face, disease raging in their campi if camp 
it might be oa11edi«^U was anarchjr^ co^a^imi and 
"despair. 
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Many despiftrat^ bbt ineffieetMl attemjrtti #lei« 

iflttdife fo legain the firm grointrd they had left ; frai 

Bmise, fbcm^^h Tar inftiito iii mmiBenr, tv^ad nev«i- 

tlielesB in jxi^sesdicm 6f adv^kntago^ wfiieli nn^ 

thai eounterlid?aice<l tM9 pfay£cal parity, ^ 

his trddp9, beiQg pfentifiriry supplied wftfi: food, 

aisd all nad^r shelter, vrtre in tlie best posrfbfe' 

state of diseipline, higit m spirits, and tegltf tik 

an opportunity of retaliating the trtongs they had 

suffered ; — ^nor did the nature of the gromidadmit 

of tk display of the Bishop's military talents, h 

he e<»}d only 6end> along the narrow and ptecs^ 

irioHs path, eoltnnh after colmnn, contracted in-thefr 

front, and exhaosted by their eflbrts to come intb 

contact with their enemies;-— these were as iniraif- 

ably dri?en back, before they conM reacih gfromid 

bfi whiob they cotdd deploy ttrto line, and that ia 

inost instances with great loss, tSFat last, despaii^. 

ikig oF snccesr^ they deasted &om any fioth^r 

aittompts that way. 

At last, however, the rains abated — the floods 
fell—the son shone forth — the fetal burn was 
passed — and they approached the fords of the 
'rirer ; which being still swollen by the recent 
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i^oodatioD, was deckre4 by the .gaidte to be as 
yet impassable. However, as no altenyttiye^ap- 
jpeared to them so dreadful as remaiaifig wbeice 
th^y were, they deleroiioed on making the $£&- 
tempt* Many^were earned away .by the forioe 
of the' current before they reached the opposite 
43hore^ and even 4hose that got over were in sugIi 
.a state of exhaustion, that they must have fallen 
ian'ea8y.[H:ey to a very feeble enemy.* 

The moment Prince Edward discoyered that, 
the Bishop meant to attenypt >theaiyer» he-des«- 
jNttched 4 messenger to the Earl, direcfif^gi-hiia 
to raise the siege, and join him at Creetown, as 
Jie-was determined to bring the English to battle 
at all hazards* 

The reverend general had by this time aban- 
doned all idea x>f offensive operations, and intend 
on saving the remains of his tirmy, meditated a 
.-retreat to Kirkeudbright, (it being still in. posh 
session of the English,) and from tbeuoe home 
by sea. 



* Many curious relicU of this ill-fated march have been 
'found from time to time in the bed of the river, such as piec^ 
"Af -armouri spear-heoda*— « brass sword &.c. 
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' Of this intention Bruce seemed to have been 
fully aware, as, Isefote the fonner^had got a raiFe 
in advance, the latt^ had crossed over, and was 
in fttU.mai'ch after him, slaying without mercy 
all that fell into his bands. Being funy*determin-<- 
ed to bring on a general engagement, he. over- 
took the rear at a place called Garrocher, about 
two miles beyond Ci-eetown, on which he. com- 
menced a most ibrious assault. The Bishop main*- 
tained a kind (tf Parthian retreat for about a mile 
farther^ when finding every attempt to escape- 
without Sighting impossibles, and having now at- 
tained ground that would enable him to bring hiss 
whde forces into action^ he faced about, andput-p 
ting his army in array of battle, firmly awaited 
the onset. A few minutes placed the hostile lines 
in front of eaclf other j and a terrible encounter 
ensued, which* soon strewed the field with the. 
wounded and dying. But here the temerity of 
Bruce had alitaost led to results fatal to his cause, 
for while he was pressing with his whole force 
the centre of the English Unes, the Bishop or^ 
dered his two wings to close In en him, turn 
his flanks, and attack his rear. A thick haze: 
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Iiaviog come on^ which concealed the jconteiiAng 
anmes from each oiher^ except where in actnal 
contacti the evolution was performed amidst the 
obecurity oC the cloudy mantle in which they, were 
ahroudedj nor was the change of position discoYer« 
ed by Bruce till its effects were felt. This was 
the momeut when the good genius of the PimcQ 
seemed to have deserted hiqi. Pressed on all sides 
by such an overwhelming superiority^ his nmks 
were rapidly thinning around him ; and although 
he effected all that desperate valour could achievej 
yet victory seemed on the eve of deserting his 
standard, and was hovering over the mitred head 
of his formidable adversar}', when all at once there 
arose such a shout on the right of the Bishop^s 
lines, that the vaulted concave of heaven echoed 
back the portentous acclamation. Pouglas was 
arrived, and like the blast of the desert, was bear* 
ing every thipg before him in his resistless career* 
Terror and dismay seized the host of England, 
who, alike ignorant of the number or position of 
the fresh assailants, began to waver in their ranks. 
The Bishop became sensible that, worn out by 
disease^ and unnerved by famine, they could not 
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maiatalo ijie conflict much Ipoger, whatever their 

xiujuercial fittperiority might be. Not a iiioilifiol> 

svAslahe lost. He selected a chosen body of 

tWQpSp9i^d placiag himself at their bead, he oiv 

^ered » r^tr^t to. be som^ded, cpveriog in this> 

maimer the rear of bis vaaqiiisbfid armj. The 

Scottish leadeo^ enraged to see their psey snatch* 

1^9 as it were, from theijp very gr^sp, redoubled 

llieir eSbrts to bring the enemy once more toclose 

action. But the Bishop, like a watchful general^ 

ever on the alert^ ai^d appemug to have caught 

isGsh euergy firom the dangers that aurrouoded. 

]nm, presented aibrmidable froi^t as often as a* 

^w assault was given> and^ animatiing his troops^. 

both by his e^ortations and example, more 

than once compelled the fiery chieftaijis to re- 

tfaoe their steps.. In this manner, the tide of battle 

rolled on^ it past the &rms of Cambret and 

,Clailghred> aod approached the sea at Kirkdale*. 

Here a considerable stream, with high preoipi- 

tons hanks, intersected the line of march. The* 

Sishop saw^at one glance^ the perils to be en^ 

countered in passings and the advantages to be 

reaped if poce safely over. He made tlie best 
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iirningement Us unFortanate circamstantes woold 
isdmit of. He strengthened his rear-guard, already 
worn out with fatigae, and thinned by successive 
attacks. He 'issued liis final orders . to his axtey 
to pass, with as tnncb rapidity and in as good or* 
'der as they could, and ta form on the opposite 
bank, for the purpose of covering his retreat. He 
then faced about, and* awaited the coming of the 
chiefs, who were hanging like a thunder cloud on 
bis rear. 

It would b^ an idle waste of time to occupy it 

in a fismciful description of a battle, whose very 

existence rests on traditionary evidence, and a 

few monumental remains :— it is only necessary to 

add, that the Bishop, like a skilful general/ did 

every thing in his power to animate the courage of 

his desponding army, but all in vain :— the onset of 

' the Scots was irresistible* At hst^ putting himsetf 

' at the head of that portion of his rear«guard which 

still remained unbroken, heied them on to a final 

efibrt, where, meeting with Douglas in the strife, 

he was by him felled to the ground. The route 

now became getteral,^-*^it was no longer a contest, 

but a carnage ; and with snch^vigourwas the pur» 



THE ilATTi^ or CAlBNHOUr. M9 

sfiiit followed up» that it is aaid very few of tUi 
9ii|ll^ ftrioy ever reached Kiskcudbright. The 
Bi^hf^p was ijitoaEed neac where he fidl^ <m the 
top'Of e maaU knoll in &ttit of the fium heese ; 
die gfWfe,mliffmi out of the solid rook to a eon- 
^idorahle depth, audits apertose i» covwed with a 
flsM« atone of nore than two tons weight, and has 
giveo wuneto tbeiarm qb vrfuoh ilk stands, (Cain^ 
My) I and aoothec fiurm about a imle farther up 
the gleo, still bears the name of ^' Claughred^" 
(ClAttghHraidy) it being in the line of the coatend* 
u^amieBu One edition of the legend calls hioi 
FktfHT instead of Biihep ; but as WhiAem was a 
Bidm^pnek^ and the seat o£ the Bishops of Gal* 
loway» we haye given the i&tter the preference ; 
and that he fell in an attempt to cover the retreat 
of his fugitive arn^, is rendered almort certain 
from the following circumstances* 

On the noxth side of the iBVtne where the des- 
perate stand was made, thene have been found few 
places of sepolture^ with the exoeption of that of 
the Bishop himself; while on the south side, for 
almost a mile in extent, and vasjring in broadth 
from a quarter to half a. intle, nothing was to be 
met with but graves. 
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- About thirty years ago, the tenant oii tte 
fiurm of Bariiolm^ in carrying a series of judicious 
iioproyements into efiect, had the progress of the 
plow acrested every minute by the intervention of 
a grave---ajid. was at last compiled to abandon 
bis operatloDs, till the stones wherewith they had 
been rudely constructed were raised and carried 
away. These graves were of variois structures 
and dimensions, some of the bodies having been 
interred in a reoumbmit, and others in a sitting 
posture. In some instances they had be^ lined 
and covered with flag-stones, and in these an um, 
rudely formed of baked and ungkzed clay, was oc- 
casionally found, containing a blackish, sapOnadous 
earth* But even so little tenacity did these urns 
possess, that after a short exposure to the atmos- 
phere, they uniformly crumbled into dust. 

Where the ^bodies had been interred in a sitting 
posture, the graves were always lined on the sides 
and ends, by walls of rude masoniy, witiiout any 
cement, and the floor, though composed only of 
earth, was nevertheless '^beaten into a consistence 
so hard and smooth, that it resisted for sometime 
the efforts of the ptck«axe to make any impression 
on it. 
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> Of the number of graves no posfiibk estiknate 
can be formed^ as it was only in plaoea capaUe 
of improvement wherein they were distmrbeid. • 

It may be stated, however, that the quantity of 
stones taken out, were' more than su^cient to 
bnild from two to three hundred roods of dykes, 
by which the fields were subdivided. 

Another circumstance may be mentioned heie, 
of rather a singular character, which is, that no 
order nor arrangement seemed to have been at«- 
tended to in the direction of the body to any par- 
ticular point of the compass; on. the contrary, 
every thing appears to have depended on the pa* 
ture of the soil, or caprice of the pioneers, as it 
was nothing uncommon to find it at right an- 
gles, and in every other intermediate line of 
(direction. 

One thing alone appears to have been systema- 
tically adhered to<— all the graves, on which con- 
,siderable labour has been bestowed, particularly 
those where the body had been placed in a sitting 
posture, occupied the tops of dry knolls, while 
those of a humble class were grouped together 
.promiscuously in swamps and boggy ground. 
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The conqrietQ dtate of £9oi^gatiisatk>n in which 
Ike temuits of these humble maaeioiis v^eie found 
to bei wtoM admo^t lead to the conclusion, that 
thejr belbnged to a period more remote than that 
refisEied to in our legend, as not a single fir^ment 
of bone would endure to be handled, but erumbi* 
led into dust on the slightest touch. This maj, 
however, in some measure he accounted for^ 
when we take into consideration the shallowness 
of the graves, which, in no instance, were more 
than a foot from the surface, and the soft spongy 
nature of the soil having such a tendency to 
animal decomposition. These things being duly 
reflected on, the diflicnlty will, we trust, in a 
great measure disappear. 

Still, however, there is one objection of too for« 
midable a character to be passed over in silence, 
and as its admission would unhinge the credibility 
of our legend, it shall be our endeavour in this 
place to obviate it. It has been asserted by many, 
and among theae some whose antiquarian re^ 
searches entitle them to respect, that this was the 
burial place of *< King Galdus,'* or " Aldus 
MacGaldus," a sovereign who made some noise in 
the fabulous era of our history, and who, it 
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i9 alleged, feH in a bloody battlefbngfat againBt the 
!Pictl9. JBut agfiinst tbis we would object the po8(>i 
humous ubiquity of ^' King Galdus,*^ whose jUsuae 
of sepulture has been^ with an equal show of pro« 
bftbility, claimed by tbe antiquadefrof the county 
of Wigtown, who assert^ that he was fanned at 
the Standing Stones of Tor-house^< in the palish of 
Wigtown ;* while others, with equal pertinacity^ 
^ifHrm that he was superhumed in a cairn on iJie 
farm of Glenquicken, in the parish of Kirknub- 
breck. We, leaning with a considerable bias to 
the latter opinion, would refer the reader to ouc 
letter on that sabject, as quoted by Mr Chambers 
in the last VolUme^f <« Caledonia.'^ 

In 60 far as relates to the tomb in question^ 
therefore, we flatt<»^ ouraelf that the legend here 
given centRinB a oKH-e probable, and at the same 
time more consistent narrative of theevents wbicb 
led to the defibat and death of the gdlaat, though 
unfortunate Thomas, than any that has hitherto 
appeared ;* as even the nam^, which the place still 
bears,' could rd'er odIv to a jperson in facdy orders i 
sftid on-a candid review of the facts we have stat« 



• Murray's Literary History of Galloway, p. 351. 
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ed, we do not hesitate a momeiit in assigning to 
him the unqnestionable occdpancy of the disputed 
mausoleum. 

Such b the tradition of the Battle of Cairnholy ; 
and such was the fate of the last English army 
that ever had an establishment in the province. 
Fox though it mighty at some after periods^ have 
suffered from partial invasion, or piratical incur- 
sioDs by sea, yet we do not find that they were 
ever again in possession of any of its strengths, 
or held permanent sway over any part of the 
country. 

That history should have been silent on an 
event of such importance, is to be attributed sole- 
ly to the state of literature at that time, and to 
the little interest excited by actions of such fre^ 
quent occurrence. But the numerous localities, 
connected with it ; the bloody tracks which mark,, 
as it were, the footsteps of the ^< Destroying An« 
gel'^ through the whole line of march -, the ex- 
tent of the field of battle, and number of the slain 
in the final struggle^ all bear evidence that it has 
been on a scale of sufficient magnitude to have de- 
cided the fate of the province* 

THE END. 
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